

'If our country 
is worth dying for 
in time of war, 
let us resolve that 
it is truly worth 
living for in time 
of peace." 

- Hamilton Fish 
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V-neck means 
VERY Comfortable! 

Slips on right over your head 
with no tugging or getting stuck! 
Plus, a v-neck is also VERY 
stylish and perfect for layering 
with a crew or collared shirt. 
Polyester/cotton brushed 
fleece is incredibly soft, comfy, 
& warm. With handy chest 
pocket, banded bottom & cuffs, 
and a roomy fit too. Machine 
wash & dry. Hurry up and 
order yours right now! 
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On-Line Quick Order 




Regular Sizes: 
S(34-36) M(38-40) 
L(42-44) XL(46-48) 
*Big Men (just $3 more each): 
2XL(50-52) 3XL(54-56) 
4XL(58-60) 
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100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of Purchase Price a\ 





TO HONOR UNITED STATES ACTIVE & RETIRED MILITARY VETERANS 

UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES 

MILITARY SHRVICH RINGS 

★ + ^ Featuring a Solid 1 OKT Gold Service Branch Emblem on a Brilliant Service Capstone ^ * ★ 




Ue proudly present our Official U.S. Armed Forces 
Military rings to honor the bravery and patriotism of 
our active and retired Veterans. 
The tops of each ring feature solid 10 KT Gold Service Branch 
Emblems cast in high relief and mounted on a gleaming capstone. 
(Army- Black Onyx; Marine Corps- Red stone; Navy, Air Force, 
Coast Guard, Merchant Marine, Seabee and Navy Seal- Blue stone). 
As a permanent mark of exclusivity, your ring will be engraved 
on the inner band with your initials, rank and years served. 
The sides of the rings are beautiful, boldly detailed sculptures 
to further signify each branch of service and its achievements. 
Each ring is custom-crafted in America using genuine sterling 
silver, richly layered in 22 karat antiqued gold. 
The inside band is solid and smooth for maximum comfort 
and fit. Our rings are never hollowed out. 
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"Thank you" priced at a remarkably low $199*, an affordable 
payment plan is also available. 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 100%. 

Your satisfaction is guaranteed or you may return your ring 
within 30 days for replacement or refund - no questions asked. 
So, order yours today! You have earned the right to wear this 
special ring. 





NAVY SEAL, NAVY SEABEE & MERCHANT MARINE 



ORDER BY NOVEMBER 12™ 

TO GUARANTEE CHRISTMAS DELIVERY. 



CALL TOLL FREE TO ORDER: 1 - 8 00 -255-3048 

Mon. - Fri. from 9am - 5pm EST Have Credit card and ring size ready when ordering. 



Or, Mail to: Veterans Commemoratives ™ Rings 

Two Radnor Corporate Center, Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599 

□ Y h> S . I wish to order the following exclusive Military Service ring, 
featuring a solid gold Service Emhlem, personalized as follows. 
SEND ME A FREE AMERICAN FLAG PIN WITH MY ORDER! 

Service Branch: □ Army □ Navy □ Air Force □ Marine Corps 

□ Coast Guard □ Navy Seahee □ Navy Seal □ Merchant Marine 

Ring Size t (if known): Check with jeweler or use ring sizer below. 

Status: □ Active □ Retired Initials (3): 

Rank: Years Served: to 




I NEED SEND NO MONEY NOW. Bill me in four monthly installments 
of $49.75* each, with the first payment due prior to shipment. 

SHIPPING ADDRESS(We CANNOT ship to P.O. Boxes) Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 

Name 



Address _ 



City_ 



State 



Zip . 



Phone # (_ 



_ Email _ 
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RING SIZE GUIDE 

CUT THIS OUT CAREFULLY 

USE AS SHOWN ON FINGER 



Signature 

* Plus SI 4.9 5 for engraving, shipping, and handling. PA residents add 6% sales tax. 



FOR OTHER FINE MILITARY RINGS & WATCHES VISIT VETERANS COA 



1EMORATIVES™ ONLINE AT WWW.VETCOM.COI\ 
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FOR GOD AND COUNTRY 



Virginia Legionnaires inarch down Kilbourn 
Avenue during the 92nd National Convention 
Parade in Milwaukee on Aug. 29. James V. Carroll 



20 Hey, Big Spender 

Uncle Sam's fiscal bender suggests we the 
people should demand less of government. 

By Alan W. Dowd 

28 All About YOU 

At the 92nd National Convention in 
Milwaukee, Legionnaires celebrated 

a year of accomplishments. By Steve B. Brooks 

48 Bulleit Proof 

The man behind the critically acclaimed 
bourbon is a Vietnam veteran and proud 
Legionnaire. ByFredMinnick 

52 The First Generation 

George White commanded the Oregon 
Guard and was the first editor of The 
American Legion Weekly. By Paul Fedorchak 



5 Vet Voice 

8 Commander's Message 

10 Big Issues 

12 Living Well 

18 Veterans Update 

54 Rapid Fire 

64 Comrades 

68 Parting Shots 



ON THE COVER 

A patriot and statesman in his own right, New 
Yorker Hamilton Fish (1808-1893) was followed 
in politics by his grandson, Hamilton Fish III, one 
of The American Legion's founders and a pioneer 
of diversity in the military. The younger Fish 
commanded the Harlem Hellfighters in World 
War I. Today, our armed forces are more colorblind 
and genderblind than ever. See Page 8. U.S. Navy 



The American Legion Magazine, a leader among national general-interest publications, is published monthly by The American Legion for its 2.5 million members. 

These wartime veterans, working through 14,000 community-level posts, dedicate themselves to God and Country and traditional American values; strong national security; 

adequate and compassionate care for veterans, their widows and orphans; community service; and the wholesome development of our nation's youth. 



Attention Victims of Asbestos-Related 



SOTHEUOMA 
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Your best choice 
in a time of need 





SERVICE 
EXPERIENCE 
RESULTS 
COMMITMENT: 



Unlike other mesothelioma lawyers, we 
are veterans who share your values and are 
personally commited throughout your case. 



We have over 20 years of experience successfully 
representing veterans stricken by asbestos- 
related mesothelioma. 



Unparalleled track record securing millions of 

dollars to help pay for healthcare and support 
their families. 



We offer free, no-obligation consultation 

nationwide, and do not expect compensation 
until your suit has succeeded. 



Call 1-888-802-MESO (6376) 

FOR A NO OBLIGATION CONSULTATION. 

205 Portland Street • Boston, MA 021 14 • E-Mail: info@coadylaw.com 
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Now Join Millions of Americans Using Infrared Heat To: 

Heating Bills 

Heat up to 1000 sq. ft. for about $ 1 per da y. 

Saves Money fyow. . . Saves Money 

Safe around kids & pets J Full factory warranty 

Cannot start a fire \/ Heats evenly floor to ceiling 

y Comparable heaters sell NEW low price! 

for $397 to $497 

Limited lifetime warranty 




Shown here iHeater model IH1000 (heots up to 1000 sq. ft.) 
Also available model IH1500 w/Remote (heats up to 1500 sq. ft.) DEALERS WAtfl 



YOU CAN PAY MORE, BUT YOU 



| MANUFACTURER'S COUPON | EXPIRES SOON | 

3 Easy Ways to Order Your iHeater: 

1. Call 1-877-848-7055 
Claim Code: FM105 to order 

by MasterCard, VISA, AMEX, Discover 

2. Order online at www.iHeaters.com 

3. Send check or money order for $279 plus 
1 9.99 S&H. Total $298.99 for each iHeater to: 

TTI 

Dept FM105 

6902 Hawthorn Park Dr. 
Indianapolis, IN 46220 

Risk Free Money Back Guarantee! 

ict limit of 2 iHeaters™ per household 
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| FREE DEPOT 
SHIPPING 

for a limited time 



COLLECT ACRES OF LEAVES 

-WHILE YOU RIDE! 



The DR® LEAF and LAWN VACUUM 
turns your riding mower into a 
powerful yard clean-up machine! 

VACUUMS leaves, grass clippings, 
and other debris from your lawn using an 
incredible 85 mph suction force! 

SHREDS most everything it vacuums. 
Reduces the volume of leaves by 90%. 

DUMPS OR BAGS collected material. 

CHIPS fallen tree branches and prunings 
up to 2" thick with a built-in chipper. 



WALK-BEHIND 

MODELS 

AVAILABLE! 



Call for a FREE DVD & Catalog! 



TOLL-FREE 

1-800-456-315' 

www.DRIeafvac.com 




Bargain 1981 
U.S. Proof Set 
As low as $9.95 

lf*6 




Special introductory offer on this 
dazzling 6-coin set (sells for $18.50 
elsewhere). Included are finest-quality 
cent, nickel, dime, quarter, half dollar 
and dollar proofs. Deep-struck, frosted 
engravings and mirror backgrounds. U.S. 
Mint sealed display case. Now almost 
three decades old. Set: $10.95 (#9916). 
3 for $29.85 ($9.95 each). Limit 3 
per household. NO UNORDERED 
COINS SENT. 30-Day No-Risk Home 
Examination: Money-Back Guarantee. 
International Coins & Currency 
62 Ridge St.,Dept.N5118 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
1-800-451-4463 
www.iccoin.net I N5118 
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'Behind the Blue Star' 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart for 
Ken Olsen's articles (September). My husband is in 
the Air National Guard and is currently deployed to 
the Middle East. He went into the Guard after 
serving in the Air Force for 12 years because he 
decided, like many Guard families, that he could 
spend more time with his family. In his three years in 
the Guard, this is his second deployment, and fourth 
total. This is also our first deployment as husband and 
wife. Like many of these families, I live in a rural 
community with no military support system. I am 
blessed with family and friends who try to 
understand what I am going through, although none 
of them really get it at all. 

The American public has absolutely no idea that Guard 
and reserve families live in every community. These families 
are sending their loved ones to war, often more than once, when 
we don't even live near a military base. We did not sign up to live the 
active-duty lifestyle. But here we are, living through deployments, coping 
with everyday life, being mothers and fathers to the children we thought we 
would raise together with our spouses. I was so happy to read this article and 
see that I am not alone. It inspired me to keep going until my husband returns 
home. Thank you once again. 

- Stephanie Long, Harrisville, Pa. 



We have received The Ameri- 
can Legion Magazine for a few 
years. This issue was by far the 
hardest to read, but it was also 
the most helpful. Knowing we 
are not alone is wonderful. 

My husband served in Iraq, 
and five years later, we are still 
living with daily reminders of 
the war. He came home with 
TBI and PTSD. The Boise VA 
has been a help, but we are still 
battling the Army. 

I am a lucky wife. My hus- 
band came home. But we live in 
a rural area with limited 
resources. We make weekly to 
biweekly trips to the VA, and he 
uses the DAV van regularly. We 
really appreciate what people do 
for all the wounded warriors. 
-Jeannette Mayer, New Plymouth, Idaho 

"Behind the Blue Star" did a 
wonderful job of reminding us 
of spouses' sacrifices and must 
reaffirm our resolve to be, and 
remain, committed to the entire 
military family. 



We cannot simply say, "If you 
need us, call us." They must 
know that individual posts are 
valuable resources, as well as a 
place to be with people who 
care because they've experi- 
enced their feelings and con- 
cerns. They have to be con- 
vinced that when they walk in 
our doors, they'll be met by 
folks who are on their side. It 
may be as simple as inviting 
them to a weekly meal or 
assisting with chores, or as 
in-depth as helping ensure 
benefits are received. No matter 
how big or small the issue, 
they've earned our support. 

Our commitment to the troops 
has to include a commitment to 
those they're thinking of but 
can't be with. It is my hope that 
"Behind the Blue Star" will 
encourage every member and 
every post to show these folks 
that we really do consider them 
part of our Legion family. 

- Andrew Charland, 
Chesapeake Beach, Md. 
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I was especially touched by 
"From Blue Star to Gold." My 
last three years in the Marine 
Corps, I was a casualty officer. 
In 26 years of service, I had 
never done anything so difficult 
but necessary. I certainly hope 
I made a difference. It has been 
three years since I retired, and to 
this day I think about those 
families often. My heart goes out 
to those who have lost loved 
ones in harm's way. 

- Tim Elenbecker, Deltono, Flo. 

In 1918, my grandmother and 
her three children celebrated 
Thanksgiving in my grandfa- 
ther's hometown of Bridgewater, 
Mass. He was in France as a 
platoon leader with the 7th 
Engineers, 5th Division, AEF. 
Unknown to her, he had been 
killed in the Meuse-Argonne 
battles in October. 

What I want to share is what 
has happened to her family since 
then. All three children grew up, 
got married and had families. 
There are 10 grandchildren (six 
military veterans), numerous 
great-grandchildren (three 
active-duty military) and, so far, 
a few great-great-grandchildren. 
It's all a tribute to the brief time 
they had together and "what he 
started," as my grandmother 
phrased it. 

My grandfather was buried in 
France, where his remains are to 
this day. My grandmother 
refused the 1921 War Depart- 
ment offer to bring home his 
remains because she wanted to 
make sure no would would 
forget what happened there. So 
as bleak as her life must have 
seemed on a cold December day 



when she received the telegram, 
the future produced life and 
success. I wish the same future 
for the widows and children of 
today's warriors. 

- Sam Harper, Tu I la horn a, Tenn. 

"Military Monikers' 

I read Harvey Meyer's article 
(September) and thought I would 
share my unique nickname. I am 
used to every variation of my 
last name, Arsenault. I served as 
a human intelligence specialist 
in the Army Security Agency 
from 1969 to 1975 and was called 
"Arse," but not in a demeaning 
way. So I capitalized on it and 
became "The Arse." Now, as a 
civilian Ph.D., I am proud to call 
myself "Dr. Arse." 

- Harry A. Arsenault New Haven, Conn. 

While serving in the Marine 
Corps in the early 1990s, I was 
known as "Hurtman" - merely 
an extension of my last name, 
but it has stuck among those I 
keep in contact with, even today. 

The more memorable moniker, 
however, belongs to my good 
friend Richard "Hamhock" 
Hunter. Hamhock is a big man, 
even today. I think one of the 
guys from down south coined 
the name. It started off with his 
thighs being as big as a slab of 
ham, and morphed from there. 

The most inspiring thing about 
Hamhock is what he has done 
after the Marine Corps. He was 
discharged about a year after 
receiving his commission 
because it was discovered that 
he has a degenerative eye 
disease. Rather than dwelling on 
it, he got his master's degree and 
worked as a school psychologist 



until his sight deteriorated to the 
point where he could no longer 
continue in that career. 

Hamhock now does great work 
with disabled-veterans charities. 
He has completed several 
marathons and triathlons with a 
guide, and is a tremendous 
ambassador for visually im- 
paired and disabled veterans 
across the country. 

- Dave Hurt Brush Prairie, Wash. 

'Marriages of Convenience' 

Alan Dowd has written a very 
enlightening article (September) 
on learning how to play the 
game, a great lesson in how and 
why things are done. The United 
States has the best friends money 
can buy. However, another 
lesson would be learned if we 
happened to stop payment on 
our monthly welfare checks to 
every other nation on the face of 
the earth. It is lonely at the top, 
and for good reason. 

- Drew Thomas, Bradenton, Fla. 

'Tying a Yellow Ribbon 
Around the World' 

I enjoyed Philip M. Callaghan's 
article very much (Rapid Fire, 
September) but wanted to add a 
little more info. I, too, had a No. 1 
record with "Yellow Ribbon" on 
the Billboard Country Charts in 
1973. Also, Brown and Levine 
wrote a revised version for me 
that I recorded at the time of the 
Iran hostage crisis. It was the 
most-played song for two weeks, 
as well as making all the network 
news coverage. I've made many 
tours to Germany, Alaska, Hawaii 
and other U.S. bases to share the 
"Yellow Ribbon" song. 

-Johnny Carver, Lebanon, Tenn. 



THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE WELCOMES YOUR OPINIONS 

Include your hometown and a daytime phone number for verification. All letters published are subject to editing. 
Due to the volume of mail received, not every letter can be acknowledged. 
The American Legion Magazine, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 
magazine@legion.org 
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TAKE ADVANTAGE 
OF OUR VETERAN 
T-SHIRT SPECIAL! 



VETERAN SPECIAL! GET A COUPLE OF THESE CUSTOM 
VETERAN T-SHIRTS WITH BOLD FRONT DESIGN. 
AVAILABLE IN WHITE, LARGE TO 2XLARGE. GO ONLINE 
TO SEE ALL OF OUR GREAT VETERAN T-SHIRTS! 



r SPECIAL^ 
T-SHIRT 



%r EST.^Bj|^ 1976 " 

NOW ONLY www -MedalsofAmerica.com 

$ 11.95! 



EACH 




1-877-812-0589 or go online at MedalsofAmerica.com/TshirtsA 
for faster processing or fill out the order form below. 

WE ARE STANDING BY 24 HOURS A DAY TO TAKE YOUR ORDER. THESE T-SHIRTS CAN'T BE FOUND ANYWHERE BUT MEDALS OF AMERICA. 



Name 

Address . 



City & State . 
Phone # 



.Apt. 
. Zip. 



Email 

^fPlease send a FREE 76 page color catalog filled with tons of 
hats, badges, pins, patches, medals and t-shirts for Veterans. 
No purchase required. Catalog ships free. 

I I Please sign me up to receive the online newsletter. 

Expires 1 2/1 5/201 0 while supplies last, allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 



T-shirt Part Number 



Size 



Price 



FREE 



Mail to: Shipping & Handling 

Medals of America T-shirts Total 
114 Southchase Blvd 
Fountain Inn, SC 29644 

□ Visa □ MasterCard □ Discover □ Check Qm/O 
Card # 



Documentation of authorization to wear or display of awards is required. Offer is valid for a limited time (Dec 15, 2010) and is subject to change without notice. Prices subject to change. Free shipping and $1 1.95 pricing 
applies only to the T-shirts shown above. © Medals of America, Inc. 2010 - Medals of America™ , Mil-Thin™ Ribbons, Mini-Ribbons™ are registered trademarks of Medals of America, Inc. 114 Southchase Blvd., Fountain Inn, South Carolina 29644 




Who we celebrate on Veterans 



On Nov. 11, our country will honor its veterans, as it does every year, 
with parades, ceremonies, speeches and patriotic music. Schools will 
welcome us into their classrooms and ask us to tell our stories, and 
everywhere we go young and old alike will clasp our hands and say, 
"Thank you for serving." We are blessed to live in a grateful nation. 

We also live in an incredibly diverse nation. Our veteran population - 
just over 23 million and counting - reflects that. As Americans seek out 
those in their communities who wore the uniform to recognize them 
this Veterans Day, they'll find that women and minorities are serving in 
the military in greater numbers than ever before. 

According to the National Center for Veterans Analysis and Statistics, 
about 2,600,000 living U.S. veterans - 11 percent - are black. Another 
1,824,000 - 8 percent - are women. Smaller percentages include Hispan- 
ics (5.8 percent), Asian/Pacific Islanders (1.5 percent), American Indian/ 
Alaska natives (0.8 percent), and "other" (1.3 percent). These numbers 
are always changing, but together, they're about 29 percent of America's 
veterans, or about 6,700,000. We're no longer Sgt. Rock's army. 

Addressing The American Legion's 92nd National Convention in 
Milwaukee, I expressed my desire to see more of this diversity in our 
own ranks - not because our organization is a promoter of diversity for 
diversity's sake, but because from its inception, the Legion has always 
maintained that a veteran is a veteran. From Frank Buckles, the last 
living World War I veteran, to Dawn Halfaker, who lost an arm in 
combat during Operation Iraqi Freedom and now serves on The Ameri- 
can Legion Small Business Task Force, we all share a common bond, 
regardless of our gender or race. 

This is not a new development. Women were admitted into the Legion 
before they had the right to vote in the United States. One of our found- 
ers, Hamilton Fish, is probably best known as the commander of the 
first all-black U.S. combat unit shipped overseas in World War I - the 
Harlem Hellfighters, who in 191 days of duty at the front didn't have any 
men captured or ground lost. Two of the country's most prominent 
civil-rights voices, Earl Dickerson and Corneal Davis, were among the 
first black veterans to join the newly formed American Legion and 
organize posts for black soldiers. 

If you honorably served our country during wartime, you have a home 
in the Legion, period. We know, and cherish, a camaraderie rarely found 
elsewhere in society - a camaraderie that is colorblind and, increasingly, 
genderblind. The oath we swore was the same. The commitment we 
made. The discipline we endured. The joy and pride we felt serving 
something greater than ourselves. 

When speaking to Legionnaires, I often point out that women and 
minorities together make up a third of our total forces. We're seeing 
many of these veterans put on Legion caps, which is as it should be. But 
we must reach out and welcome all of them into our family, which won't 
be whole until every eligible veteran joins us in our mission to keep on 
serving America. We are them, and they are us. 




National Commander 
Jimmie L Foster 



MEMORANDA 

AMERICAN LEGION GIVING: 

A new page at The American 
Legion's Web site makes it easy for 
donors to choose American Legion 
programs they wish to support - 
American Legion Baseball, Boys 
Nation, Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation, and many others - 
and then give using a credit card. 
Visitors will also find links to 
donate to The American Legion 
Endowment Fund, the Child 
Welfare Foundation, the National 
Emergency Fund, the Legacy 
Scholarship Fund and Operation 
Comfort Warriors. 

www.legion.org/donate 

GET OUT THE VOTE: The American 
Legion's "Get Out the Vote" 
program encourages all Americans 
to register and vote in all elections. 
Legionnaires, posts, districts and 
departments are encouraged to 
fully involve themselves in the 
electoral process by serving as poll 
volunteers and poll workers, and 
by encouraging and assisting 
others to register and vote. 
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DIAMOND EMBRACE JjUn^ 



Hand-set with 
GENUINE Diamonds 



Hand-crafted in Solid 
Sterling Silver with 24K 
Gold-plated Accents 





Arrives in a custom 
presentation case 



FREE 

Personalization! 

Engraved with Your Names 



The two of you have a connection that's like 
no other... your hopes... your dreams... and 
your hearts joined together in a beautiful embrace! 
Now you can express that everlasting love with 
a sparkling new jewelry creation — the Diamond 
Embrace Ring. 

Your Engraved Names 
Together Forever 
Individually hand-crafted in sterling silver, this 
stunning ring features two shining bands, one 
shimmering in silver, one plated in gleaming 
24K gold. Twin pave "ribbons" embrace the 
double bands — each one glittering with 2 
genuine diamonds. And the final touch — your 
names finely engraved on the inside! 

Exquisite craftsmanship ... 
Exceptional Value 
The perfect gift of love, the Diamond Embrace 
Ring is a remarkable value at just $99*, payable 
in 4 easy installments of $24.75 and backed by 
our 120-day guarantee. Your ring arrives, along 
with a Certificate of Authenticity, in a custom- 
designed presentation case that is perfect for gift- 
giving. To reserve your ring, send no money now; 
just fill out and mail the Reservation Application 
today! Don't forget to indicate your ring size and 
the two names you would like engraved. 

Reserve Today! 
www.bradfordexchange.com/embrace 



10 X 11 



12 



X 



To find your ring size, using the guide, place one of your rings on the chart and match a circle with the 
inside of your ring. Whole & half sizes 5-10 are available. If your ring size falls between two circles, order 
the half size in between. ^ 



BIG ISSUES 



Lift oil-drilling moratorium 




SUPPORT 



Rep. Steve Scalise, R-La. 

■ Scalise serves on the House 
Energy and Commerce Committee. 




OPPOSE 

Rep. Debbie Wasserman 
Schultz, D-Fla. 

■ Wasserman Schultz is a member of 
the House Appropriations Committee. 



President Obama's moratorium on drilling is 
a reckless policy that threatens thousands of 
U.S. jobs and, according to his own scientific 
experts, will reduce the safety of future domestic 
energy production. The hard-working people in 
the energy industry who play 
by the rules and follow all the 
safety guidelines should not be 
punished for BP's mistakes. 

While some might claim that 
a "pause" on drilling is a 
reasonable step to take, there 
is no such thing as hitting 
some magical pause button on 
offshore drilling by issuing reckless moratoria. 
These rigs can - and are - leaving our waters for 
foreign countries and won't return for years, if 
ever. As a result, safety will be reduced in the 
Gulf of Mexico because the most technologically 
advanced and safest rigs will be the first to leave, 
along with the most experienced crews. 

The moratorium will have severe implications 
on U.S. energy independence and security. Rough- 
ly one-quarter of our domestic oil and gas supply 
comes from deep-water Gulf of Mexico produc- 
tion. If the ban on drilling is not quickly lifted, 
our country will be left more dependent on Middle 
Eastern oil. Considering that 70 percent of all oil 
spills come from tankers importing foreign oil 
through our waterways, the real impact of this 
six-month moratorium will be an increase in the 
likelihood of more oil spills. In addition, we will 
lose $60 billion a year in revenues, and end up 
sending billions more to Middle Eastern countries 
that want to harm the United States. 

Some suggest that we have to choose between 
safety and jobs. This is a false choice. We can 
and must preserve jobs while demanding safe 
energy exploration. The two can and should 
peacefully coexist. 



THE HEART OF THE ISSUE 

In the wake of the BP oil spill, 
the Obama administration issued a 
temporary federal ban on deep-water 
oil drilling. Critics say the moratorium 

is costing thousands of jobs and 
devastating the Gulf Coast's economy. 



During the BP spill we have seen, more clearly 
than ever, that offshore drilling puts our environ- 
ment, animals and plant life in serious danger. A 
large spill has the potential to destroy entire 
species. But ecosystems are not the only thing in 
danger - so is our economy. 

Florida tourism is worth 
$65 billion a year because of 
our unique environment: the 
state's coastal region in- 
cludes 85 percent of the 
continental United States' 
coral reefs and is home to its 
largest wetland, the Ever- 
glades. Combined with our incredible beaches 
and great sport fishing, it is easy to understand 
the importance of protecting these resources. 

This spill has shown us that drilling - even 
hundreds of miles away from Florida's coast - 
can easily bring oil both to Florida's western 
shores and via the Gulf Loop Current to our 
eastern shores. There have been multiple propos- 
als to bring drilling even closer to the coastline, 
but the benefits are minimal and the risks too 
great. Expanded drilling off our coasts would add 
little to domestic supplies, do next to nothing to 
reduce our dependence on foreign oil, and would 
not lower gas prices. 

Instead of expanding coastal drilling, we 
should work on developing solutions that will end 
our dependence on foreign oil. The United States 
should become the world leader in developing 
and producing clean, renewable energy. 

Wind turbines, biofuels and solar power are 
examples of cleaner, job-creating and practical 
alternatives to oil that we can develop right here 
in Florida. If we expand these alternatives, we 
will create thousands of new jobs here at home 
and finally kick our addiction to foreign oil, all 
while keeping our environment clean. 



CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 

The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 • Phone: (202) 224-3121 

The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 • Phone: (202) 225-3121 
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We have had the Sleep Number bed for a few years now and can say it is the 
very best investment we have ever made. Back pain was a fact of life for me for years. 
After sleeping on the Sleep Number bed, I have improved significantly It is amazing 
to go to bed in pain and wake up refreshed and pain free. / * 

Janet D., ML Vernon, WA 



Sleep Better On Air 



Are You Frustrated by the 
Quality of Your Sleep? 

Do you toss and turn at night? 
Can't seem to find a comfortable 
position? Does your back ache 
when you awake? These are signs 
that your mattress may not be 
supporting you properly, robbing 
you of the sleep you need. 
SUFFER NO MORE! 

You Customize 
the Firmness 

The Sleep Number Bed by 
Select Comfort™ is unlike 
any other. It's the bed you 
adjust to your exact comfort 
and firmness preference, your 

SLEEP NUMBER® setting. Our easy-to-use handheld 
remote and advanced air-chamber technology allow 
you to quickly adjust the firmness from extra firm to 
feather soft at the touch of a button. 

Each Side of the Bed 
Adjusts Independently 

Best of all, each side of the SLEEP NUMBER® 
bed adjusts independently, making it the perfect 
bed for couples. 

Get Relief from Back Pain 






93 % 
89% 
77% 



Experienced back-pain relief 



Reported improved 
sleep quality 



Discovered 
increased energy 



It's the bed clinically proven to relieve back pain and improve 
sleep quality. Clinical studies show an amazing 93% of 
participants reported back-pain relief while 90% said other aches 
and pains were reduced.* 



The Sleep Number® Bed 
Makes Innersprings Obsolete 

A traditional innerspring mattress offers only 
hard metal coils for support. By contrast, the 
Sleep Number bed's revolutionary design 
features air-chamber technology that adjusts 
to your ideal level of firmness and support. 



An innerspring mattress 

creates uncomfortable 
pressure points that can 
disrupt sleep. 



A Sleep Number® bed 

adjusts to your body, 
relieving pressure points. 



TRY IT FOR 30 NIGHTS, RISK FREE1+ 

We're so sure you'll sleep better, you can take up to one month to 
decide, or your money back! 1 " You've got to sleep on it 
to believe it. 

Receive a Special Thank You Gift! 

For a limited time, inquire about our revolutionary bed and we'll 
send you a special $50 Savings Card to use toward the purchase 
of any Sleep Number bed or accessory items of $1 00 or more.* 



Call Now! 1-800-831 "1211 ext 39296 

sleepnumber50.com 



□ YES! Please send me a FREE 

Brochure, DVD and Pricing. 

□ Limited-Time Bonus! 

$50 Thank You Savings Card!* 





(Please print) 

Address 


Citv 


State 


Zip 


Daytime Phone 


Ext. 39296 




Email 







Mail to: Select Comfort, 9800 59th Avenue N., Minneapolis, MN 55442 

sleep ©number 

by SELECT COMFORT 

tRestrictions apply. See card for details and expiration date. 




Understanding 
the 'silent killer' 

High blood pressure, or hypertension, affects 
one in three American adults. The good news is 
that you can protect yourself from the serious 
consequences of this chronic disease with 
simple lifestyle changes and medications. 

Your blood pressure is the force of blood 
pushing against the walls of the arteries as the 
heart pumps out blood. High blood pressure 
can be dangerous because it makes the heart 
work harder, which contributes to hardening of 
the arteries and the development of heart 

failure, stroke and kidney failure. 
Usually, there are no symptoms. 
You can have high 
blood pressure for 
years without 
knowing it. 
That's why it's 
often called the 
"silent killer." 

A blood- 
pressure reading 
has the systolic 
blood pressure 

Media Ba^y (when the heart 

beats while 

pumping blood) on top and the diastolic blood 
pressure (when the heart is at rest between 
beats) on the bottom. A reading lower than 
120/80 millimeters of mercury (mmHg) is 
considered normal. A systolic pressure of 120 to 
139 mmHg, or a diastolic pressure of 80 to 
89 mmHg, is considered "pre-hypertension" 
and needs to be monitored. A reading of 140/90 
or higher is considered high. 

You are more likely to develop high blood 
pressure if you have a family history of high 
blood pressure, smoke, are black, older than 35, 
overweight and not active, drink alcohol 
excessively, eat too many fatty foods or foods 
with too much salt, or have chronic kidney 
disease or adrenal or thyroid disorders. 

To reduce your blood pressure, lose weight, 
be more active, limit alcohol to one drink per 
day for a woman or two for a man, and eat a 
diet low in saturated fat, cholesterol and salt. 

Your doctor may prescribe medication to 
bring your blood pressure down. Diuretics rid 
the body of excess sodium and water. Beta 
blockers reduce the heart rate and the heart's 
output of blood. Other drugs relax and open up 
narrowed blood vessels. Even after your blood 
pressure is lowered, you may still need to take 
medication, perhaps for life, to keep your blood 
pressure normal. 



Handy 
reminders 



As we enter cold-and- 
flu season, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
reminds us that one of the best 

precautions is to take our moms' advice: "Wash those hands." It's the 
first line of defense against spreading germs and one of the most 
important steps you can take to avoid illness. 

When to wash your hands: 

■ Before and after preparing food 

■ Before and after eating food 

■ After using the toilet 

■ After changing diapers or cleaning up a child who has 
used the toilet 

■ Before and after tending to someone who is ill 

■ After blowing your nose, coughing or sneezing 

■ After handling an animal or animal waste 

■ After handling garbage 

■ Before and after treating a cut or wound 

How to wash your hands: 

■ Wet your hands with clean running water and apply soap. Use 
warm water whenever possible. 

■ Rub hands together to make a lather and scrub all surfaces. 
Continue washing for 20 seconds. 

■ Rinse hands under running water. 

■ Dry your hands using a paper towel or air dryer. If possible, use your 
paper towel to turn off the faucet. 

© www.cdc.gov 



Living Well is designed to provide general information. It is not 
intended to be, nor is it, medical advice. Readers should consult 
their physicians when they have health problems. 



Seven winks 

A recent study of 30,000 
adults, reported in the journal 
SLEEP, found that seven hours of 
sleep may be just what the 
doctor ordered. 

People who routinely slept 
less than seven hours were more 
likely to have heart disease, 
angina or a stroke. Getting less 
than five hours was associated 
with double the likelihood of 
cardiovascular disease. 

Interestingly, a sleep time of 
eight or more hours was also 
linked to higher heart-disease 
risk. While a lack of shut-eye is 



known to cause disturbances in 
hormones and metabolism, 
impair the body's handling of 
sugar and raise blood pressure, 
it's unclear to researchers why 
too much sleep is also linked to 
poorer health. 

If you need some extra Zs, 
brief naps appear to be best for 
improving alertness. Australian 
researchers found that a 
10-minute afternoon nap was 
more effective than a shorter or 
longer nap for dispelling 
sleepiness and improving 
mental performance. 
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U.S. GOVT GOLD 



U.S. gold Coins Authorized for immediate release 



The United States Rare Coin and Bullion Reserve 
Vault Facility today announces the final release of 
U.S. Gov't Issued Gold Coins previously held in 
The West Point Depository/US. Mint. For a lim- 
ited time, U.S. citizens will have the opportunity 
to purchase these $5 Gov't Issued Gold Coins 
for the incredible "at-cost" price of only $130.92 
per coin. An amazing price because these U.S. 
Gov't Issued Gold Coins are completely free of 
dealer markup. That's correct, our cost. This may 
be your final opportunity to buy U.S. Gov't Is- 
sued Gold Coins "at-cost." The Gold market, 
which recently skyrocketed past $l,200/oz., is 
predicted by experts to have the explosive upside 
potential of reaching up to $5,000/oz. in the fu- 
ture. Please be advised: our U.S. Gov't Gold 
inventory priced at $130.92 per coin could 
sell out. Call immediately to avoid disappoint- 
ment! The United States Rare Coin and Bullion 
Reserve will release these U.S. Gov't Issued Gold 
Coins "at-cost" on a first-come, first- serve basis. 
Orders that are not immediately received or re- 
served with the order center could be subject to 
cancellation and your checks returned uncashed. 
Good luck. We hope that everyone will have a 
chance to purchase this special U.S. Gov't Issued 
Gold "at-cost." Order immediately before our 
vault sells out completely! Special arrangements 
can be made for Gold purchases over $50,000. 





Authorized by Congress: Public Law 99-185 



By Executive Order of Congress Public Law 
99-185, Americans can now buy new Govern- 
ment Issued Gold. Congressionally authorized 
United States Gold Coins provide American 
citizens with a way to add physical Gold to their 
portfolios. Gold American Eagles are made 
from solid Gold mined here in America, minted 
at the U.S. Mint at West Point, and produced 
with a U.S . Dollar denomination... making them 
Legal Tender United States Gold Coins. They 
are highly liquid, easily transportable, and, un- 
like paper assets, American Gold Eagles have a 
tangible value you can feel each time you hold 



your own Gold. Though no one, including the 
United States Rare Coin and Bullion Reserve, 
can guarantee a Gold Coin's future value will 
go up or down, numerous experts are predict- 
ing Gold to reach $5,000/oz. Now is the time 
to consider converting part of your paper assets 
into Gold. The United States Rare Coin and 
Bullion Reserve has a limited supply and urges 
you to make your vault reservations immediate- 
ly. Call a Sr. Gold Specialist at 1-800-514-9034 
to start your Gold collection and begin protect- 
ing your wealth today. If you've been waiting 
to move your money into Gold, the time is now. 



Do Not Delay - Limited Supplies Available! 



Gov't issued Gold Coin 

TELEPHONE ORDERS WILL BE ACCEPTED ON A FIRST-COME, 
FIRST-SERVE BASIS ACCORDING TO TIME AND DATE OF ORDER. 

Due to extremely high Gold demand, Gold Coin prices could change based on our current 
vault inventory! Call now before these U.S. Gov't Gold Coins completely sell out! 



*130 



VAULT CODE: AL33- 13092 



Call Toll Free 24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week 



SPECIAL AT-COST OFFER LIMITED TO ONE TIME 
ONLY PURCHASE OF 10 COINS ($1,309.20) PER 
HOUSEHOLD PLUS SHIPPING & INSURANCE. 



1-800-514-9034 united states 



MASTERCARD • VISA • AMEX • DISCOVER • CHECK 



© 2010 United States Rare Coin & Bullion Reserve. Coins enlarged to show detail. Actual size of coin 1/10 oz. 
Distributor of Government Gold. Not affiliated with the U.S. Government. We do not sell to Georgia residences. 



LIVING WELL 



WHAT'S MISSING FROM YOUR DIET? 

BY MICHELLE GIBEAULT TRAUB 

You could be at risk for nutritional deficiencies. Surprising, isn't it? In spite of 
our country's vast food supply, studies indicate that many Americans have 
trouble meeting their nutritional needs. Our busy lifestyles often lead us to 
processed and packaged foods that are not as nutritionally balanced as the 
fruits, vegetables and other whole foods we know we should be eating. And 
with new research pointing to higher recommendations, some nutrients 
have become especially difficult to get in the average diet. 

Michelle Gibeault Traub is a registered dietitian and health writer. 
Visit her Web site, www.webhealthwriter.com 

NUTRIENTS AMERICANS NEED NOW 




Nutrient 


Why is it a concern? 


How to get more 


Calcium 


About 44 million Americans are at risk for osteoporosis (porous bones). 
Calcium is a vital nutrient in preventing that disease and ensuring 
optimal bone health, as well as healthy muscle contraction. 


Add low-fat dairy products, fortified 
orange juice, collard greens and 
calcium supplements. 


Vitamin D 


In addition to assisting calcium with bone health, vitamin D plays a 
role in preventing numerous diseases. Yet researchers estimate that 
the majority of the population is deficient. Elderly individuals and 
those living in northern states are particularly at risk since their bodies 
are not able to efficiently make D from sun exposure. 


Eat more fatty fish, fortified dairy 
products, and vitamin D3 supplements. 
Get 15 minutes of sun per day. 

* If you believe you may be deficient, 
request a blood test from your 
physician. 


Omega-3 
fatty acids 


Omega-3 fats have been shown to decrease inflammation in the body, 
benefiting heart and joint health. However, fish is the main source of 
omega-3 fats, and many people are not eating fish because of worries 
over mercury and PCBs. 


Consume wild salmon, flaxseed, 
walnuts, hempseed or omega-3 fatty 
acid supplements (EPA & DHA). 


Magnesium 


Magnesium is involved in more than 300 processes in the body, 
including a supporting role in bone health and nerve function. While 
deficiency symptoms are rarely a problem, studies indicate that people 
are not meeting their magnesium needs. This is likely due to food 
processing, which strips many foods of their magnesium. 


Choose whole grains, beans, nuts, fish 
and green leafy vegetables. 

* Avoid processed foods made with 
white flour. 


Water 


Every cell in the body needs water to function properly. However, our 
thirst mechanism diminishes with age, and we tend to quench our 
thirst with calorie-laden, sugary drinks. This can result in dehydration, 
fatigue, confusion and weight gain. 


Fill a pitcher every morning with 
filtered water and aim to drink at least 
four to eight cups of water per day. 
Add lemon or fruit slices to make it 
more enjoyable. 



*Always consult with a trusted physician or dietitian before taking a dietary supplement or starting a new nutrition plan. 



Coping with loss 



People facing a loss - whether the death of a loved 
one, a divorce, or the loss of their health - experience a 
range of feelings that may include denial, anger, shock, 
and depression or hopelessness. These reactions are normal 
and part of the grieving process, which experts say can 
last from several weeks to a few years. 

The American Academy of Family Physicians offers these 
suggestions for coping with loss: 

■ Talk with others about how you're feeling. 

■ Get back into your daily routine and keep up with daily 
tasks as much as you can so you don't become 
overwhelmed. 



■ Get adequate sleep, eat a 
balanced diet, exercise 
regularly, and avoid alcohol, 
which can make depression 
worse. 

■ Put off major decisions until 
you're feeling better. 

■ Let yourself grieve in your 
own way. 

■ Ask for help from your family, 
friends, doctor, clergyman or a 
counselor if you need it. 
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We wanted to give 
Mom and Dad 
something back... 

Their independence 




Mom and Dad have 
done a lot for us, that's 
why we wanted to do 
something for them 
in return. 

So, we talked to Premier Care 
in Bathing about their extensive 
range of Walk-In Baths which 
have helped improve the lives 
of thousands of people. 

Low entry, a built-in seat and 
temperature control are some 
of the benefits their baths offer. 

Call or send for a 
FREE brochure. 




r Care 



in Bathing 




CALL NOW • TOLL FREE 

1-800-578-2899 

PROMO CODE 1997110 



Please send me a FREE Premier Care brochure today! 

Name 



Telephone (Required for Processing) ( 


) 




Email 


Address 


Citv 




State Zip 



Proudly made 
in the USA 



Financing by 

GE Money 
Offer subject to 
approval from 
GE Money Bank 



Send to: 

Premier Care in Bathing Inc. 

2330 South Nova Road, South Daytona, Florida 32119 



1997110 



Prostate cancer: To test or not to test? 



BY DR. JOEL KUPERSMITH 

We generally think of early detection of 
disease as a good thing. But when it comes to 
prostate cancer, it's not that simple. 

Prostate cancer usually grows slowly. This 
means that many older men with the disease 
may die of other causes before they feel any 
symptoms from the cancer. In short, they die 
with the disease rather than from it. 

In these cases, early detection may not 
have any benefits. In fact, it may even lead to 
harm, given that treatment can involve side 
effects such as urinary incontinence and 
erectile dysfunction. 

So the question becomes this: should men 
over a certain age who have no symptoms of 
prostate cancer be routinely screened for the 
disease? Do the risks outweigh the benefits? 

Dr. H. Gilbert Welch, a VA physician-re- 
searcher and professor at Dartmouth Medical 
School and author of the 2004 book "Should 
I Be Tested for Cancer? Maybe Not and Here's 
Why," writes, "While screening probably has 
helped a few men live longer, it has also clearly 
hurt others. Millions have been biopsied who 
otherwise wouldn't have been. Many with 
non-progressive disease have been turned into 
cancer patients unnecessarily. Most have been 
treated, and many have suffered ill effects." 

Screening for prostate cancer generally 
involves two tests. In a digital rectal exam, the 
doctor feels for any lumps or hard areas on the 
prostate, a walnut-sized gland below the 
bladder. A more sensitive measure is the blood 
test for a prostate-specific antigen, or PSA. 



One problem with this test, though, is that as 
many as seven out of 10 men with abnormal 
results will have no detectable cancer. Yet all 
10 will typically undergo further invasive 
testing, such as an ultrasound or biopsy. And 
those who do have signs of cancer will typi- 
cally opt for treatment, even if the disease is 
unlikely to spread. 

The American Cancer Society recommends 
that men discuss their individual risk factors 
and the option of screening with their doctors, 
stating that research has not yet proven that 
the potential benefits of testing outweigh 
the harms of testing and treatment. Similarly, 
the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force says 
there is not enough evidence to make a 
recommendation for men younger than 75. 
For those older than 75, the group advises 
against screening. 

Researchers in VA and elsewhere are work- 
ing to resolve the question of how and when 
men should be screened. One idea is to test 
only for certain forms of PSA that can reliably 
indicate aggressive cancers - those that 
undeniably require treatment. Another ap- 
proach is to clarify how certain risk factors, 
such as obesity, can be used along with PSA 
testing to help predict disease progression. 

For now, talk with your doctor about what's 
best for you. 



Joel Kuper smith, M.D., is chief research 
and development officer for the 
Veterans Health Administration. 



How to translate 'doctor speak 1 

If you've ever returned from a doctor's visit and realized 
you don't remember or quite understand what you were 
told, you're not alone. Nearly nine out of 10 adults say they 
have trouble understanding medical information, including 
instructions given by their physician. 

The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality offers 
these tips to help you eliminate the confusion at your next 
medical appointment: 

■ Bring a list of questions so you don't forget anything. 

■ Take notes or ask for written instructions; some people 
even tape-record the visit (ask permission first). 

■ Bring a friend or family member with you. 



■ Ask questions; otherwise, the doctor may 
assume you understand everything. 

■ Ask your doctor to draw pictures. 

■ If you need more time, ask for it. 
You may be able to speak to a 
nurse or physician assistant, 
or talk with the doctor by 
phone later. 

■ If you get home and 
realize you're unclear on 
instructions, don't hesitate 
to call your doctor. 



16 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

Limited 
Availability 

Less Than 
40CT29O 
Ounces 
of Tanzanite 
Remain in 
This Special 
Purchase. 



2 carats of 
Genuine 
Tanzanite 

Save $700! 



African Gem Cutter ^ 
Makes $2,689,000 Mistake... Will You? 



This story breaks my heart every time. Allegedly just two 
years after the discovery of tanzanite in 1967, a Maasai 
tribesman knocked on the door of a gem cutter's office in 
Nairobi. The Maasai had brought along an enormous chunk 
of tanzanite and he was looking to sell. His asking price? Fifty 
dollars. But the gem cutter was suspicious and assumed that a 
stone so large could only be glass. The cutter told the 
tribesman, no thanks, and sent him on his way. Huge mistake. 
It turns out that the gem was genuine and would have easily 
dwarfed the world's largest cut tanzanite at the time. Based on 
common pricing, that " chunk" could have been worth close 
to $3,000,000! 

The tanzanite gem cutter missed his chance to hit the 
jeweler's jackpot... and make history. Would you have made 
the same mistake then? Will you make it today? 
In the decades since its discovery, tanzanite has 
become one of the world's most coveted gemstones. 
Found in only one remote place on Earth (in Tanzania's 
Merelani Hills, in the shadow of Mount Kilimanjaro), the 
precious purple stone is 1,000 times rarer than diamonds. 
Luxury retailers have been quick to sound the alarm, warning 
that supplies of tanzanite will not last forever. And in this 
case, they're right. Once the last purple gem is pulled from 
the Earth, that's it. No more tanzanite. Most believe that we 
only have a few years supply left, which is why it's so amazing 
for us to offer this incredible price break. Some retailers along 
Fifth Avenue are more than happy to charge you outrageous 
prices for this rarity. Not Stauer. Staying true to our contrarian 
nature, we've decided to lower the price of one of the world's 
rarest and most popular gemstones. 



Our 2-Carat Sunburst Tanzanite Ring features marquise-cut 
gems set dramatically in gorgeous sterling silver. Each facet 
sparkles with the distinct violet-blue hue of the precious 
stones. Behind the shine you'll find that the exquisite 
silverwork of the setting calls to mind the detailed treasures 
being produced by Europe's finest jewelers. This is a ring 
designed to impress and it does not disappoint. 
Now is the point where opportunity knocks. If you open that 
door today, you can own this spectacular ring for less than 
$100. If you wait? We can't say for sure. 
Your satisfaction is completely guaranteed. For our 
client-friendly approach, Stauer has earned a rare A+ rating 
from the Better Business Bureau , a rating we wish to keep. 
So, of course, your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. If you are 
not completely aglow with the Sunburst Tanzanite Ring, 
send it back within 30 days for a prompt and courteous refund. 
But, please don't wait, our supply is dropping rapidly. 

IEWELRY SPECS: 

- 2 ctw genuine tanzanite - .925 sterling silver setting - Ring sizes 5-1 0 

Sunburst Genuine Tanzanite Ring (2 ctw)— £795" 
Now $95 +s&p Save $700 

Call now to take advantage of this limited offer. 

1-888-201-7112 



Promotional Code TZR159-01 

Please mention this code when you call. 




> 


ACCREDITED 
BUSINESS 


Stauer has a Better Business 
Bureau Rating of A+ 



o 



Suuer 



14101 Southcross Drive W, Dept. TZR159-01 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 



Smart Luxuries — Surprising Prices 



Vietnam vets line up for AO payments 



BY TOM PHILPOTT 

On Oct. 30, the Department of Veterans Affairs 
was set to begin compensating tens of thousands 
of Vietnam veterans who have ischemic heart 
disease, Parkinson's disease or B-cell leukemia on 
the presumption those ailments were caused by 
exposure to Agent Orange or other deadly defoli- 
ants used in the war. 

To qualify for service-connected disability ratings 

and compensation, veterans 

diagnosed with these diseas- 
es will only have to show 
they stepped foot in Vietnam 
sometime from Jan. 9, 1962 
through May 7, 1975. 

VA officials said 93,000 
veterans who filed claims 
previously for these condi- 
tions, or their surviving 
spouses, are in line for 
retroactive payments. An- 
other 60,000 fresh claims had 
been filed since Oct. 13 last 
year, when VA Secretary Eric 
Shinseki announced these 
diseases would be added to 
the list of ailments presumed 
caused by Agent Orange. 

And officials estimate that at least 150,000 more 
claims will be filed over the next 12 to 18 months. 

The final regulation to implement Shinseki's 
decision was published in the Aug. 31 Federal 
Register. By law, VA must review claims previously 
filed for these diseases and make payments 
retroactive to the original filing date or to Sept. 25, 
1985, whichever is later. The 1985 date is when the 
landmark appeals-court ruling was handed down 
on behalf of Agent Orange claimants. 

Veterans and survivors eligible for retroactive 
payments don't need to file a new claim, but they 
can if they are worried their old claims could be 
missed in VA's check of its database. If an eligible 
veteran is deceased, VA will award back pay to the 
surviving spouse or eligible next of kin. 

Besides disability pay, back payments could 
include dependency and indemnity compensation 
for the widow, enhanced burial benefits if a 
veteran's death was due to a service-connected 
condition, and 36 months of education benefits to a 
spouse or child, no matter the child's age, if the vet 
was 100-percent disabled at the time of death. 




Veterans and survivors who have filed claims 
since last October will receive compensation back 
to the date their approved claims were filed. 

VA revealed that the cost of adding these dis- 
eases to its Agent Orange presumptive list could be 
as high as $67 billion over the next 10 years, more 
than 50 percent above its earlier estimate. The 
higher figure surfaced on a request from Sen. 

Daniel Akaka, D-Hawaii, 
chairman of the Senate 
Veterans' Affairs Committee, 
to "age-adjust" the cost to 
reflect incidence of heart 
disease among older Vietnam 
veterans, not the general 
population as VA had done. 
The projected cost jumped by 
$24 billion. 

Akaka and Sen. Jim Webb, 
D-Va., scheduled a hearing in 
late September to review 
costs and other concerns they 
have with Shinseki's decision 
to assume that any Vietnam 
vet with these diseases likely 
contracted them from war- 
time service. 
VA officials maintain that Shinseki had no choice 
after the Institute of Medicine last year found a 
"limited or suggestive association" between these 
diseases and herbicide exposure. Webb has 
suggested that VA interprets the law too broadly, 
particularly given that heart disease is also associ- 
ated with normal aging, obesity and heredity. 

After the final rule was published, VA still had to 
wait 60 days, until Oct. 30, to begin making any 
payments because of the Congressional Review 
Act, which gives Congress time to block costly 
regulation changes. To stop payments, however, 
both the Senate and House would have to pass a 
joint resolution to stop the regulation, and Presi- 
dent Obama would have to sign it. That appeared 
to be highly unlikely given that this is an election 
year, and that the president's own Office of Man- 
agement and Budget spent two months studying 
the rule before finally approving it in late August. 

Tom Philpott, a former Coast Guardsman, has 
written about veterans and military personnel issues 
for more than 30 years. 



National Archives 
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Pit GOLDEN s SILVER TRIBUTES TO THE ARMED FORCES 





"As these Colt A5's pass into 
public exhibits and private 
collections, each is destined 
for historical and collector 
greatness. Each is an Official 
Colt Collectible/' 

— Colt's Manufacturing Company LLC 

ay farewell to the "Golden Age of Military 
Small Arms". It has drawn to a close. 
Our fighting forces are entering the high- 
technology "Star Wars /Land Warrior" era of "smart" 
weapons tied in with back-pack computers, satellite 
up-links, laser guidance and thermal imaging video 
displays. 

As we fondly recall this Golden Age - this era of 
our lifetime - one firearm comes to mind that best 
embodies the spirit of those of us who served in the 
20th Century. 

It's the Colt M1911A1 .45. From 1911 to 1985 - 
even in "second-life" service in recent fighting in 
Iraq— it served longer than any other military small 
arm in the world— past, present, or, likely, future. 
And it was the most powerful issue pistol, ever. Its 
passing, due to NATO standardization of 9mm, is 
still bemoaned. 

Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Marine Corps, Coast Guard 

Now, Colt and The American Historical 
Foundation are proud to issue Official Colt 
Collectibles, separate firing .45 pistols, to honor each 
of our Armed Forces - U.S. Army, Marine Corps, 
Navy, Air Force and Coast Guard - in your choice of 
24-Karat Gold plating or Classic Nickel plating. 

Each Tribute is issued by The American Historical 
Foundation under a license arrangement with Colt's 
Manufacturing Company. 

The Colt "Golden Tribute" 

The 24-Karat Gold Plated Golden Tribute is a 
firing Museum Piece; each gleams like a valuable 
Gold nugget, as rich 24-Karat Gold plating 
glistens across each mirror-polished pistol. This 



Limited Edition is strictly restricted to only 500 
pistols per service branch. 

"Silver Tribute"- Elegant Nickel Plating 

For veterans and collectors who prefer a Show 
Quality yet rugged finish, the Colt Silver Tribute is 
available. Each pistol is mirror polished and plated 
with beautiful, yet heavy-duty, Nickel plating. The 
Silver Tribute Limited Edition is strictly restricted to 
only 1,000 per service branch. 

Considering the many millions of Americans who 
served in the Armed Forces during the ".45 era", the 
20th Century, the edition limits are highly restricted. 

In each category, your pistol will meet your closest 
scrutiny because it is custom finished to museum 
quality, with these special features: 

• Experienced gun polishers carefully burnish and 
polish the steel surfaces to a mirror finish. 

• Elaborate, yet traditional, military panoplies of 
classical laurel leaves, banners, and historical 
inscriptions are laid down in deep has relief by 
indelible acid etching along the slide. 

• The symbol of the service branch honored forms 
the focal point of the slide, flanked by the service 
branch name, its proud motto and the four stars of 
its senior, flag-rank officer. Its founding date, 
etched in a yet another foliate banner, embellishes 
the lower front side of the slide. 

• Custom-designed, fired-enamel cloisonnes enhance 
both right and left grips, displaying the initials of the 
service branch honored. The color of the enamel 
work is distinctive to the service branch honored. 

• The custom checkered Rosewood grips add a fin- 
ishing touch to the museum-quality masterpiece. 

How to Reserve 

The Colt Golden Tribute and Silver Tribute 
Limited Edition .45's are available exclusively 
through The American Historical Foundation. To 
reserve or for questions, simply call our Member 
Relations staff toll free, at 1-800-368-8080, or return 
the Reservation Form in the mail. 

We will arrange delivery of your working pistol 



through a licensed firearms dealer of your choice. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

Your satisfaction is guaranteed or you may return 
your Colt pistol within 30 days for a full refund. 

Each of these special Colt pistols is a tangible link 
to your American past immortalized in steel for the 
future, to help veterans, families and patriotic 
Americans remember our military service and the 
warfare we fought during this "Golden Age" - our 
age - of the ".45 era" of the 20th Century. 

Continue the mission . . . lest we forget. © ahf 

' RESERVATION 

Satisfaction guaranteed or return within 30 days for a full refund. 

Yes, please enter my reservation for the Colt Armed Forces Tribute(s) 
selected below. I understand each is accompanied by a Certificate 
of Authenticity. Thirty-day return privilege. 

in i i i tax Shipping and handling will be added. 
All orders are subject to acceptance and credit verification prior to shipment. 

□ U. S. Army □ U. S. Marine Corps □ U. S. Navy 

□ U. S. Air Force □ U. S. Coast Guard 

□ My deposit (or credit card authorization) of $195 per Colt pistol 
is enclosed. Please □ charge or □ invoice the balance due... 

□ Golden Tribute: in monthly payments of $100, or 
□ in full, and /or 

□ Silver Tribute: in monthly payments of $100, or □ in full. 

□ My full payment of □ $2195 per Golden Tribute and/ or 

□ $1995 per Silver Tribute is enclosed. 

□ Please include the luxuriously lined Display Case, with locking 
glass lid, adding $149 to my order. 

□ Check or money order enclosed. 

□ Please charge: □ Visa, □ MC, □ Am. Ex. or □ Discover 



Card No._ 



_Exp. 



Name_ 



Address 

City/State/Zip 

Daytime Telephone ( ) 

The American Historical Foundation 
10195 maple leaf court, ashland, va 23005 
WEBSITE: AHFFIREARMS.COM 1-800-368-8080 



Hey, BigSpendex 
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With unemployment near 10 percent, 
the stock market thousands off its 
October 2007 high (when the Dow 
crested 14,160), and about 15 percent 
of homeowners facing foreclosure or at least a 
month behind on their mortgages, "growth" is not 
a word that usually comes to mind when survey- 
ing 2010 America. There is one notable exception. 

The U.S. government is growing at rates not seen 
in 70 years. Federal spending mushroomed from 
$2.98 trillion in 2008 to $3.52 trillion in 2009 to 
$3.72 trillion by the end of 2010 - an increase of 
25 percent in two years. 

In short, "the era of big government," thought to 
be over in the 1990s, is back with a vengeance. 

A Lot of Everything. Bailouts account for some of 
the spending binge, but most was fueled by the 
$787 billion stimulus package, which swelled to 
$862 billion due to unforeseen expenditures for 
unemployment compensation and food stamps. 

Dubbed the American Recovery and Reinvest- 
ment Act (ARRA), the stimulus was staggering in 
its size and scope. Even The New York Times called 
it "the most expansive unleashing of the govern- 
ment's fiscal firepower in the face of a recession 
since World War II." 

It would be wrong to say the ARRA promised 
a little of everything, because it actually promised 
a lot of everything: $87 billion to help states with 
Medicaid costs, $53 billion for education and 
training, $39 billion for energy programs, 
$35.9 billion for roads and bridges, $15 billion 
for Social Security beneficiaries (in the form of 
$250 checks), $8 billion for high-speed rail, 
$7.2 billion to expand Internet access, $5 billion 
for weatherization, $1.5 billion to prevent homeless- 
ness, tens of billions more for construction bonds 
and food-stamp payments, and the list goes on. 

Is all this money being put to good use? No. 
Even Vice President Joe Biden warned last year, 
"Some of this money is going to be wasted ... Some 
people are being scammed already." 

"Some people" are the taxpayers, say Sens. Tom 
Coburn, R-Okla., and John McCain, R-Ariz., who 
detailed in a pair of reports on stimulus spending 
that some 10,000 of the $250 Social Security 
checks were sent to dead people; a city in Montana 
earmarked some of its stimulus money for tennis 
courts; Florida committed some to building a 
tunnel for turtles; a region in Oklahoma received 
funds to build a guardrail for a lake that doesn't 
exist; a Georgia Tech professor used some to study 
improvised music; a Utah high school bought 



1,600 Apple iPods; the California Academy of 
Sciences used some to study ants in Africa; and a 
few federal agencies used stimulus money to hire 
PR firms to promote the stimulus. 

In a similar vein, most projects funded with 
ARRA dollars are emblazoned with signage that 
reads, "Project Funded by the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act." The cost of these signs 
ranges from $400 to $8,000. 

To be sure, the cost of these planned programs 
and unplanned blunders is tiny relative to the 
12-figure stimulus package, but this snapshot 
reflects bigger problems with big-government 
spending. A wasted billion here and a scammed 
million there start to add up. 

Mixed Record. Even so, some of the extraordinary 
spending measures may have been necessary. 

Economists Alan Blinder and Mark Zandi argue 
that the Troubled Assets Relief Program (TARP), 
automaker bailouts and other government inter- 
ventions in 2008 and 2009 "probably averted what 
could have been called Great Depression 2.0." 

A report from the TARP inspector general 
concludes that aspects of the financial system "are 
far more stable than they were at the height of the 
crisis in the fall of 2008." Moreover, several banks 
then on the verge of collapse repaid their TARP 
loans far ahead of schedule. 

Likewise, propping up GM and Chrysler had 
its merits. An Economic Policy Institute study 
concluded, "The bankruptcy of one or more of the 
U.S. automakers and a collapse of the domestic 
auto-assembly industry could eliminate up to 
3.3 million U.S. jobs," with every state affected. 

The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) estimates 
that the stimulus package "increased the number 
of people employed by between 1.2 million and 
2.8 million." Of course, 2.8 million jobs for $862 bil- 
lion is not a very good return on investment. 

The ARRA's negligible impact, at least on the 
jobs front, should come as no surprise. As the 
Congressional Research Service has reported, 
stimulus legislation doesn't usually stimulate the 
economy. In fact, government stimulus packages 
often become law after the recession they are 
intended to counter has ended. For example, 
stimulus legislation was enacted in April and July 
1958 to deal with a recession that ended in April 
1958, in May 1961 and September 1962 to deal with 
a recession that ended in February 1961, and in 
August 1971 to deal with a recession that ended in 
November 1970. The pattern was repeated in the 
1980s, 1990s and 2000s. 
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NOTICE OF NEW U.S. COINS 



GOVT KICKS OFF BRAND NEW STATE QUAR- 
TER PROGRAM: Congress has now given their approv- 
al to begin the release of the new State Quarter Dollars. 
There will be 56 coins in all, each featuring a newly de- 
signed coin from every state and territory. Don't be mistak- 
en, these are not the old State Quarters that you get in your 
pocket change every day. These are all new coins from the U.S 
Mint's® new America the Beautiful Quarters™ Program. 




New state coins go to public free 



State population figures used by the World Reserve 
determine how many residents from each state 
who beat the order deadline to claim the Collectors 
Coin Chest for just $ 9 get the entire first year of 
never-circulated U.S. Gov't issued coins free 



By R. K. Berry 

UNIVERSAL MEDIA SYNDICATE 



(UMS)- "They'll be practical- 
ly clawing each other's eyes out 
to get the new State Quarters 
free." 

So says Timothy Shisler, Chief 
of Coin Operations at the pri- 
vate World Reserve Monetary 
Exchange. 

"Everyone who gets in on this 
will be among the first to get 
the U.S. Government's dazzling 
new coins," Shisler said. 

The entire first year of these 
valuable coins are being giv- 
en away free to everyone who 
beats the deadline to cover ship- 
ping and the $ 9 claim for the new 
Collectors Coin Chest. 

So, what's the catch? 

Just be absolutely sure to call 
the toll free hotline before the 
7-day deadline ends if you want 
to get the entire first year's coins 
free. 

This is all happening because 
the World Reserve is issuing the 
new Collectors Coin Chest to the 
general public to protect and dis- 
play the entire first year's set of 



the U.S. Mint's® first ever Amer- 
ica the Beautiful Quarters™. 

"This new State Quarter 
Program could end up being even 
more popular than the original 
50 State Quarters® Program," 
Shisler said. 

Coin values always fluctuate, 
but believe it or not, the original 
State Quarters have already in- 
creased up to an amazing 400% 
in collector value just months af- 
ter the program ended. "So who 
knows what these new coins 
could bring someday," Shisler 
said. 

Never-circulated coins like 
these are among those most likely 
to increase in value. That makes 
getting the Collectors Coin Chest 
a real steal since everyone who 
does is getting the entire first 
year of the new U.S. Gov't issued 
coins free. 

Rations of the new coins are un- 
certain because each one is only 
minted for a limited time and all 
of them will be released and de- 
livered according to the U.S. 
Government's release sched- 
ule. So once they're gone, they're 




■ HANDOUT BEGINS: The free money giveaway begins 
for state residents precisely at 8:00 am today. The World 
Reserve is giving residents the entire first year of the new 
U.S. Gov't issued coins free. But residents need to be ab- 
solutely sure to call the Toll Free Hotline at 1-866-941-7865 
before the 7-day order deadline ends to get the coins free. 



gone. These coins will never be 
minted again. "That's why read- 
ers need to call right now to get 
the entire first year of never- 
circulated coins for free," he said. 

"These new State Quarters 
will be highly sought after and 
are extremely popular to hand 
out as gifts for friends and family. 
They are the perfect gift for any 
occasion," he said. 

To make sure readers don't 



get left out of this free giveaway 
they need to call the Toll Free 
Hotline number before the 7-day 
deadline ends. 

"At the rate we anticipate giv- 
ing these coins away we may be 
forced to give away more than $1 
million dollars of these valuable 
new coins to the general pub- 
lic. So, if lines are busy keep try- 
ing, all calls will be answered," 
Shisler said. ■ 



ADVERTISEMENT 



How to get your Free Coins 

Find your state below and be among the first to call the number before the 7-day deadline ends. State resi- 
dents who do are getting the entire first year of the new Gov't issued U.S. coins free just by covering ship- 
ping and only $ 9 for the new Collectors Coin Chest. All of your free coins will be delivered in accordance 
with the U.S. Mint's® release schedule. However, if you miss the deadline you will be turned away from this 
free offer and forced to wait for future announcements in this or other U.S. publications, if any. 



ALABAMA 
1-866-522-6288 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 14,126 
residents 
get coins free 



ALASKA 
1-866-729-5804 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 4,889 
residents 
get coins free 



ARIZONA 
1-866-744-4502 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 19,787 
residents 
get coins free 



ARKANSAS 
1-866-779-6662 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 8,668 
residents 
get coins free 



CALIFORNIA 

NOT 
AVAILABLE 



COLORADO 
1-866-928-8269 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 15,074 
residents 
get coins free 



CONNECTICUT 
1-866-941-7617 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 10,555 
residents 
get coins free 



DELAWARE 
1-866-941-7623 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 2,655 
residents 
get coins free 



FLORIDA 

NOT 
AVAILABLE 



GEORGIA 
1-866-941-7630 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 29,488 
residents 
get coins free 



HAWAII 
1-866-941-7635 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 9,066 
residents 
get coins free 



IDAHO 
1-866-941-7764 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 4,637 
residents 
get coins free 



ILLINOIS 
1-866-941-7769 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 38,731 
residents 
get coins free 



INDIANA 
1-866-941-7820 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 19,269 
residents 
get coins free 



IOWA 
1-866-941-7824 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 9,024 
residents 
get coins free 



KANSAS 
1-866-941-7842 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 8,456 
residents 
get coins free 



KENTUCKY 
1-866-941-7868 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 12,942 
residents 
get coins free 



LOUISIANA 
1-866-941-7879 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 13,476 
residents 
get coins free 



MAINE 
1-866-721-8117 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 3,955 
residents 
get coins free 



MARYLAND 
1-866-729-5805 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 17,098 
residents 
get coins free 



MICHIGAN 
1-866-746-4813 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 29,909 
residents 
get coins free 



MINNESOTA 
1-866-907-7106 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 15,799 
residents 
get coins free 



MISSISSIPPI 
1-866-934-4330 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 8,856 
residents 
get coins free 



MISSOURI 
1-866-941-7620 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 17,963 
residents 
get coins free 



MONTANA 
1-866-941-7624 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 2,925 
residents 
get coins free 



NEBRASKA 
1-866-941-7631 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 5,390 
residents 
get coins free 



NEVADA 
1-866-941-7640 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 7,929 
residents 
get coins free 



NEW HAMPSHIRE NEW JERSEY 



1-866-941-7765 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 3,974 
residents 
get coins free 



1-866-941-7818 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 26,123 
residents 
get coins free 



NEW MEXICO 
1-866-941-7821 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 6,029 
residents 
get coins free 



NEW YORK 
1-866-941-7826 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 58,624 
residents 
get coins free 



N. CAROLINA 
1-866-941-7843 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 28,143 
residents 
get coins free 



N. DAKOTA 
1-866-941-7869 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 1,941 
residents 
get coins free 



OHIO 
1-866-729-5803 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 34,628 
residents 
get coins free 



OKLAHOMA 
1-866-735-6434 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 11,061 
residents 
get coins free 



OREGON 
1-866-779-6661 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 11,477 
residents 
get coins free 



PENNSYLVANIA 

NOT 
AVAILABLE 



RHODE ISLAND 
1-866-926-2063 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 3,160 
residents 
get coins free 



S. CAROLINA 
1-866-941-7616 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 13,684 
residents 
get coins free 



S. DAKOTA 
1-866-941-7621 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 2,437 
residents 
get coins free 



TENNESSEE 
1-866-941-7626 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 18,889 
residents 
get coins free 



TEXAS 
1-866-941-7633 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 74,347 
residents 
get coins free 



UTAH 
1-866-941-7642 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 8,354 
residents 
get coins free 



VIRGINIA 
1-866-941-7768 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 23,648 
residents 
get coins free 



WASHINGTON 
1-866-941-7819 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 19,993 
residents 
get coins free 



W. VIRGINIA 
1-866-941-7823 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 5,459 
residents 
get coins free 



WISCONSIN 
1-866-941-7841 

CODE: NQ1345 

1st 16,964 
residents 
get coins free 



WYOMING 
1-866-941-7865 
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In other words, government has a mixed record 
during difficult economic times. But that doesn't 
stop policymakers from getting involved. In fact, 
we the people expect the government to act in 
times of crisis, and government action usually 
translates into spending. 

One gets the sense that amid the mortgage 
meltdown, bank bailouts, automaker bridge loans, 
and TARP and stimulus behemoths, the American 
people became numb to the number of zeroes 
attached to the price tag for their country's recov- 
ery effort. In this context, Congress passed yet 
another big-ticket item: health-care reform. 

The new health-care law - the Affordable Care 
Act - comes with a price tag of an estimated 
$1 trillion over the next decade, and commits the 
taxpayer to yet another entitlement program. Even 
in good economic times, launching such a large- 
scale program would be a dicey proposition. But to 
do so in the midst of the worst economy in 
30 years - a year after adding an unprecedented 
$1.4 trillion in deficit spending to an already mas- 
sive national debt - seems downright dangerous. 

Moreover, it pays to recall Washington's poor 
track record when it comes to out-year projections. 

GOING UP 



Year 


U.S. GDP 


Federal 
outlays 


Outlays as 
a percent 
of GDP 


National debt 


1945 


$221 billion 


$92.7 billion 


41.9 


$258.6 billion 


1950 


$273 billion 


$42.5 billion 


15.6 


$257.3 billion 


1955 


$395.9 billion 


$68.4 billion 


17.2 


$274.3 billion 


1960 


$518.9 billion 


$92.1 billion 


17.7 


$286.3 billion 


1965 


$687.5 billion 


$118.2 billion 


17.2 


$317.2 billion 


1970 


$1.01 trillion 


$195.6 billion 


19.3 


$370.9 billion 


1975 


$1.56 trillion 


$332.3 billion 


21.3 


$533.1 billion 


1980 


$2.72 trillion 


$590.9 billion 


21.7 


$907.7 billion 


1985 


$4.14 trillion 


$946.3 billion 


22.8 


$1.82 trillion 


1990 


$5.73 trillion 


$1.25 trillion 


21.8 


$3.23 trillion 


1995 


$7.32 trillion 


$1.51 trillion 


20.6 


$4.97 trillion 


2000 


$9.7 trillion 


$1.78 trillion 


18.4 


$5.67 trillion 


2005 


$12.04 trillion 


$2.47 trillion 


20.5 


$7.93 trillion 


2010 


$15 trillion 
(estimated) 


$3.72 trillion 


24.8 


$13.28 trillion 



The Wall Street Journal recounts that in 1965, 
Congress estimated that Medicare would cost 
$3.1 billion in 1970. The actual cost was 
$6.8 billion. Two years later, Congress predicted 
that Medicare would consume just $12 billion 
in 1990. In fact, it was $110 billion. 

Bipartisan Binge. This government boom is a 
bipartisan phenomenon. President George W. Bush 
approved both $17 billion in automaker bridge 
loans and the Medicare Part D program, which has 
a $39 billion annual price tag. He also signed a 
$168 billion stimulus package in early 2008, and 
midwifed the $700 billion TARP plan. 

After 9/11, the Bush administration also devoted 
hundreds of billions in unforeseen expenditures to 
wars, homeland security and national defense. 
Defense spending jumped 67 percent during the 
Bush administration. 

All told, federal outlays swelled from 
$1.86 trillion in 2001 to $2.98 trillion in 2008. 

It's easy to criticize the current administration or 
the previous one, or both. But those who criticize 
should remember that spending is the shared 
province of the White House and Congress. The 

federal budget isn't handed 
down by executive fiat. 
Rather, Congress and the 
White House determine 
spending priorities together. 
And since we the people 
elect representatives, 
senators and presidents, we 
effectively ratify their 
spending decisions every 
two or four years. 

In other words, we're the 
big spenders. 

We may deride deficit 
spending in Washington, 
but Washington is merely 
imitating us. Americans 
hold some $900 billion in 
credit-card debt, and 
according to the financial- 
data clearinghouse 
Bankrate, four out of 
10 U.S. families spend more 
than they earn annually. 

Likewise, we may say we 
oppose big government, but 
we are fond of particular 
government programs. 



Sources: Office of Management and Budget, Treasury Department, www.usdebtclock.org 
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Bob Vila ranks new 201 1 EdenPURE 
portable h eater #1 in Nort h America 

U.S. designed and engineered GEN4 uses new Sylvania 
heat source and EdenFLOW™ direct air technology 

Accept no imitations - portable heaters and fireplaces "dry out" the air with inefficient ceramic heating elements 



Bob Vila, America's Favorite Home 
Improvement Expert, 
Canton, Ohio 

I know why millions of Amer- 
icans are saving on their heating 
bills with the EdenPURE® Infrared 
Portable Heater. 

And now you can save up to 
$102 on the new 2011 Eden- 
PURE® GEN4, the finest portable 
heater in the world. 

The new GEN4 was designed 
and engineered in the USA and 
has several patented technological 
breakthroughs to save you money 
on your heating bill. 

U.S. engineers combined spe- 
cially designed Sylvania Infrared 
Bulbs with the existing Eden- 
PURE® copper heating chambers 
for more efficient heating. They 
even redesigned the air flow, re- 
sulting in amplified heating per- 
formance. The designers at Eden- 
PURE® call this their "Eden- 
FLOW™ Direct Air" technology. 

For over 30 years as your 
home improvement television 
host, I have reviewed and experi- 
enced thousands of products. I 
have an EdenPURE® in my Mass- 
achusetts home and found it to be 
a very safe and reliable source of 
portable heat. This is one of those 
few comfort investments I can rec- 
ommend for your home that will 
truly pay dividends. 

We all know heating costs are 
expected to remain at record lev- 
els. The cost of heating our homes 
will continue to be a significant 
burden on the family budget. The 
EdenPURE® GEN4 can cut your 
heating bills, pay for itself in a 
matter of weeks, and then start 
putting a great deal of extra money 
in your pocket after that. 

With over one million satis- 
fied customers around the world, 
the new EdenPURE® heats better, 
faster, saves more on heating bills, 
and runs almost silent. 

A major cause of residential 
fires in the United States is porta- 
ble heaters. The choice of fire 
and safety professionals every- 
where, the EdenPURE® has no 
exposed heating elements that 
can cause a fire. 

The outside of the EdenPURE® 
only gets warm to the touch so that 
it will not burn children or pets. 
And your pet may be just like my 
dog who has reserved a favorite 
spot near the EdenPURE®. 

The EdenPURE® can also 
help you feel better. Unlike Eden- 
PURE® imitators, it will not re- 
duce humidity or oxygen in the 
room. These imitators use ceramic 



Never be cold again 



How it works: 





Heats floor to the 
same temperature 
as ceiling. ^ 



1. Electricity ignites powerful 
Sylvania infrared lamps. 



2. Sylvania quartz infrared lamp gently warms the 
patented copper heating chambers. 



3. The soft heat using nei 
EdenFLOW™ technology 
"rides" the humidity in 
the room and provides 
even, moist, soft heat 
ceiling to floor and wall to 
wall without reducing 
oxygen and humidity. 



Firemen and safety professionals choose EdenPURE®. We all read 
about space heaters and the danger of fire. The EdenPURE® has 
no exposed heating elements that can cause a fire. And your pet 
may be just like my dog that has reserved a favorite spot near the 
EdenPURE®. - Bob Vila 



plates instead of our patented cop- 
per. The EdenPURE® GEN4 has 
over 1 pound of copper! Cheap 
ceramic plates reduce humidity, 
dry out your sinuses and make 
your skin dry. With other heating 
sources, you'll notice that you get 
sleepy when the heat comes on be- 
cause they are burning up oxygen. 

The advanced space-age 
EdenPURE® GEN4 also heats the 
room evenly, wall to wall and 
floor to ceiling. Other heating 
sources heat rooms unevenly with 
most of the heat concentrated high 
and to the center of the room. And 
as you know, portable heaters only 
heat an area a few feet around the 
heater. With the EdenPURE®, the 
temperature will not vary in any 
part of the room. 

Photos using infrared lighting 
demonstrated that the heat was al- 
most perfectly even from floor to 
ceiling and wall to wall. The 
EdenPURE® advanced infrared ef- 
ficiency is based on the distribu- 
tion of energized air, not on just 
fan movement. This heat is called 
"soft heat" due to how comfort- 
able it is. 

How can a person cut their 
heating bill with the EdenPURE®? 
First, the EdenPURE® uses less 
energy to create heat than many 
other sources, but that is just part 
of why it will cut a person's heat- 



ing bill. The EdenPURE® will 
heat a room in minutes. You will 
immediately notice the difference! 
Therefore, you can turn the heat 
down in your house to as low as 
50 degrees, but the room you are 
occupying, which has the Eden- 
PURE®, will be warm and com- 
fortable. 

Your EdenPURE® GEN4 Port- 
able easily rolls from room to 



room. Using zone heating keeps 
you comfortable and reduces your 
heating bills. This can drastically 
cut heating bills; in some instances, 
the savings may be substantial. 

The EdenPURE® will pay for 
itself in weeks. It will keep a great 
deal of extra money in a user's 
pocket. Because of today's spiral- 
ing gas, oil, propane, and other en- 
ergy costs, the EdenPURE® will 
provide even greater savings as 
time goes by. 

With no increase in price, the 
new EdenPURE® GEN4 has been 
updated with the latest technolo- 
gy, safety, and comfort features to 
provide you with even greater 
comfort, more savings, and years 
of reliability. 

The EdenPURE® GEN4 Port- 



able Heater comes with a compre- 
hensive five year warranty and a 
60-day, no questions asked, satis- 
faction guarantee - EdenPURE® 
will even pay for the return ship- 
ping. There is absolutely no risk. 
And EdenPURE® is the only port- 
able heater with a National Ser- 
vice Network. 
How to order: 

There are two models to 
choose from: the new U.S. engi- 
neered GEN4 or our Personal 
Heater. The GEN4 comfortably 
heats an area up to 1,000 square 
feet while the Personal Heater 
covers up to 300 square feet. 

During our special, you are 
eligible for a $75 DISCOUNT 
PLUS FREE SHIPPING AND 
HANDLING FOR A TOTAL 



SAVINGS OF UP TO $102 on the 
EdenPURE® GEN4. And now 
you can save an additional $100 
on new Personal Heaters for a to- 
tal savings of $192. This special 
offer expires in 10 days. If you or- 
der after that, we reserve the right 
to either accept or reject order re- 
quests at the discounted price. See 
my attached Authorized Discount 
Coupon to take advantage of this 
savings opportunity. 

The EdenPURE® carries a 60- 
day unconditional, no-risk guaran- 
tee. If you are not totally satisfied, 
return it at our expense and your 
purchase price will be refunded. 
No questions asked. There is also 
a 5-year warranty on all parts and 
labor for the GEN4 and a 3-year 
warranty for the Personal Heater. 



BOB VILA'S AUTHORIZED DISCOUNT COUPON 

The price of the EdenPURE® GEN4 is $472 plus $27 shipping and handling and $372 plus $17 shipping and handling for the Personal Heater, 
but, with this Authorized Discount Coupon, you will receive a $75 discount, free shipping and handling and be able to get the EdenPURE® 
GEN4 for only $397 delivered and the Personal Heater for only $197 delivered. After 10 days we reserve the right to either accept or reject or- 
der requests at the discounted price. 



Check below which model and number you want: 
□ GEN4 Heater, number □ Personal Heater, number 

□ I am ordering within 10 days, therefore I get a $75 discount, free 
shipping and handling and my price is only $397 for GEN4 
Heater delivered. 

□ I am ordering within 10 days, therefore I get a $175 discount, free 
shipping and handling and my price is only $197 for the Personal 
Heater delivered. 

□ I am ordering past 10 days, therefore I pay full price of $472 plus 
$27 shipping & handling for GEN4 Heater and $372 plus $17 
shipping & handling for the Personal Heater. 

• To claim your discount or by phone: call toll-free 1-800-630-8983. 
Operators are on duty Monday - Friday 6am - 3am, Saturday 7am - 
12am and Sunday 7am - 11pm, EST. Give operator your 
Authorization Code on this coupon. 

• To claim your discount and order online: visit www.edenpure.com 
and enter your Authorization Code on this coupon. 



• To claim your discount and order by mail: fill out and mail in 
this Authorized Discount Coupon Form. 

NAME 
ADDRESS 



CITY 

Enclosed is $_ 



STATE ZIP CODE 

_in: □ Cash □ Check □ Money Order 



(Make check payable to EdenPURE®) or charge my: 
□ VISA □ MasterCard □ Am. Exp./Optima □ Discover/Novus 

Account No. Exp. Date I 

Signature 



MAIL TO: 



EdenPURE® 

Authorization Code EHS3008 
7800 Whipple Ave. N.W. 
Canton, OH 44767 



The new health-care 
law may be unpopular 
today. But in 2009, 
polls revealed that 
75 percent of the 
country supported 
universal coverage for 
"necessary care/ 7 



Indeed, it could be argued that Washington's 
spending binge is merely a function of our increas- 
ing reliance on the government. 

■ The new health-care law may be unpopular 
today. But in 2009, polls revealed that 75 percent of 
the country supported universal coverage for 
"necessary care." 

■ Some 61 million Americans now depend on 
government for their housing, food and health 
care, according to a Heritage Foundation study. 

■ In 1997, 33 percent of 
undergraduates borrowed 
money through the federal 
student-loan program. By 
2007, that number was 
42 percent. And with the 
recent federal takeover of 
student loans, that percent- 
age will explode. 

■ Fully 88 percent of 
Americans say that "Social 
Security is more important 
than ever," according to a 
National Academy of Social 
Insurance poll. Eighty 
percent of people 65 and 
older have a favorable 
opinion of Medicare. And 
understandably so, given 

that Medicare has dramatically reduced poverty 
among senior citizens. 

■ According to a federal report unearthed by 
The Atlantic Monthly, "the share of personal 
income that comes from government-transfer 
programs" has grown from 5.9 cents of every 
dollar in 1950 to 17.3 cents in 2009. 

The worry is that this great engine of productiv- 
ity and free enterprise could be nearing a tipping 
point, where so many people depend on govern- 
ment for so many things that the incentive to 
produce and create steadily evaporates. 

Feeding the Government. A bigger government 
generates more regulation, and more regulation 
generates a bigger government. The health-care 
reform law, for instance, creates 159 new subagen- 
cies, committees, bureaus and commissions. 
Likewise, the financial overhaul passed in mid- 
2010 creates 243 federal authorities, spawning 
thousands of new pages in the Federal Register. 

According to a Washington Post analysis, be- 
tween 100,000 and 250,000 new government 
employees are needed to meet the growing de- 
mands of our supersized government. 



Coming to grips with the costs of growing the 
government, some policymakers are exploring 
what they euphemistically call new revenue 
streams - otherwise known as taxes. They are 
considering a "tax surcharge" on high-earning 
households, the expiration of tax cuts currently on 
the books, and a value-added tax (VAT). 

Congress recently passed a nonbinding measure 
opposing the VAT as "a massive tax increase that 
will cripple families on fixed income and only 

further push back Ameri- 
ca's economic recovery." 
Even so, some observers 
fear the recommendations 
of the president's National 
Commission on Fiscal 
Responsibility and Reform 
will be used as a cover for 
tax increases. 

In their defense, members 
of the commission are 
merely trying to bring the 
country's wants and needs 
in line with its means. The 
reality is that spending 
must be cut or taxes 
increased - or both - to 
shore up the nation's fiscal 
condition. Given that 
Washington found a way to grow by 25 percent over 
the past two years, it makes sense to start with 
spending cuts. But that means we the people have 
to re-calibrate our expectations of government. 

In "Democracy in America," Alexis de Toc- 
queville's timeless commentary on the people 
and government of the United States, the closing 
pages are devoted to his concerns about the rise 
of a paternalistic state - an "immense and tutelary 
power, which takes upon itself alone to secure 
(the people's) gratifications and to watch over 
their fate." He observed that "for their happiness 
such a government willingly labors . . . provides 
for their security, foresees and supplies their 
necessities, facilitates their pleasures, manages 
their principal concerns, directs their industry, 
regulates the descent of property and subdivides 
their inheritances." 

But the trade-off, as Tocqueville warned, is that 
the government becomes "the sole agent and the 
only arbiter of that happiness." || 

Alan W. Dowd is a contributing editor for The 
American Legion Magazine and writes "The 
Landing Zone" column at legion.org/landingzone. 
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KEEPS HANDS 

TOASTY WARM 
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SHERPA SECRET 

For Cold Weather Comfort & Warmth! 

Wear our warm and cozy Alpine Gloves on 
just one freezing cold day and you'll never go 
back to other gloves. The secret is the soft, 
luxurious, insulating SHERPA fleece lining that 
traps inner body heat while protecting your 
hands from outside cold. Attractive Alpine 
design. Acrylic knit import. Hurry, order today 
and shipping & handling is FREE when 
ordering 2 or more pairs! 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back 
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TOTAL 
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Hill tips the red cap to those who make the Legion a force for our nation. 

BY STEVE B. BROOKS 



Like all American Legion national command- 
ers, Clarence Hill followed a rigorous 
schedule during his year at the helm of the 
nation's largest veterans organization. He criss- 
crossed the nation, going department to depart- 
ment, sharing the organization's message and 
learning from Legionnaires at every level. He met 
with U.S. troops in Europe and Asia. He met with 
President Obama, members of Congress and 
dozens of high-ranking officials in Washington. 
Rarely was a day not filled with meetings, ceremo- 
nies, speeches and appearances. And every step of 
the way, Hill chronicled his activities on the Web, 
Facebook and Twitter, and urged Legionnaires to 
use the same channels to report their own activi- 
ties and tell the Legion story. 

But during the 92nd National Convention in 
Milwaukee from Aug. 31 to Sept. 2, Hill said 
neither his position as national commander nor the 
communications he delivered put him - and The 
American Legion - in the company of the nation's 
top decision-makers. 

"You are the reason that I've met with the 
president of the United States three times - once at 
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an executive-order signing, again at a Veterans 
Day breakfast and, also, in a private one-on-one 
meeting," Hill told thousands of delegates gathered 
at the Frontier Airlines Center. "It was on your 
behalf that I met the vice president twice, and also 
the VA secretary and deputy defense secretary. It 
was because of the power of The American Legion 
that I was able to meet 11 governors and lieutenant 
governors, 57 mayors, nine adjutants general, 
27 state reps, 15 state senators, and made calls on 
38 U.S. representatives and nine U.S. senators. 

"It was because of the respect people have for 
The American Legion that I was invited to Veter- 
ans Day at Arlington and numerous gatherings, 
reunions and conventions, including the Berlin 
Airlift Association, the USS Indianapolis Associa- 
tion, Royal Canadian and Royal British Legions, 
and the Sons of The American Revolution. These 
activities are not about me; they are about you." 

Under Hill's guidance, the Legion experienced a 
membership increase this year, though "not nearly 
as high as I would like it to be," he said. Commu- 
nication through social media is an effective 
membership tool that needs to continue, he added. 



"If we want to get new veterans into our organi- 
zation, we must find new ways to talk about The 
American Legion/' Hill told the crowd. "The 
national Web site received a major overhaul this 
past year, and The American Legion has pages on 
Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and other social-net- 
working sites. New media and blogs are making 
an impact in this country, and they are making 
history for The American Legion as well. Not only 
did they contribute to our Pepsi (Refresh Every- 
thing Project) victory, but The American Legion's 
Burn Pit blog raised more than $150,000 for troops 
at COP Keating, Afghanistan, when their personal 
gear was destroyed in battle. 

"While nothing should replace face-to-face 
contact, just think about the role new technology 
can play in reaching out to people who are always 
on the go and in remote locations. The member- 
ship potential is enormous." 

Hill recapped the Legion's accomplishments this 
year, including the passage of the Veterans Health 
Care Budget Reform and Transparency Act of 2009 
and protection of VA and DoD health-care services 
from the national health-care reform package. 

Veteran health care "is not a mere benefit," he 
explained. "It is not an entitlement. It is the 
payment of a debt that our nation owes. It has 
been earned. The premiums and co-pays of these 
patients were paid during their oaths of enlist- 
ment. The strongest way to show our patriotism is 
to care for those who served." 

Hill pledged the Legion's continued support for 
U.S. forces fighting in the global war on terror as 
the focus shifts from Iraq to Afghanistan. 

"It was just a couple of years ago that we were 
told that the war in Iraq was hopeless," Hill said. 
"But we saw positive results from a troop surge led 
by (Gen. David) Petraeus - a strategy supported by 
The American Legion from the beginning, when 
the outcome was far from clear. We continue to 
have faith that Gen. Petraeus, with the help of 
the finest military in the world, will make signifi- 
cant progress in Afghanistan. The American 
Legion has voiced some serious concerns against 
pre-announced deadlines for withdrawal, which 
simply tell our enemies to lay low until we leave. 
We must listen to our military commanders and 
allow conditions on the ground to determine our 
strategy. America must never again allow foreign 
lands to be safe breeding grounds for terrorists 
who wish to do us harm." 

Supporting their mission means caring for the 
men and women fighting the war, and those who 
are waiting for their safe return. 




"If the Taliban really believes that 
America is heading for the exits next 
summer in large numbers, they'll be 
deeply disappointed and surprised to 
find us still very much in the fight.**"* 

Secretary of Defense Robert Gates 



For more on Gates' convention address: 
www.legion.org/convention/coverage 



"We must support our military members, who 
are stretched thin due to frequent deployments, by 
advocating for the economic needs of their fami- 
lies," Hill said. "We must ensure that the weapons, 
training and quality of life received by our men 
and women in uniform are worthy of the outstand- 
ing service they are providing to this nation. The 
American Legion has added staff at major military 
medical commands to assist our heroes with any 
needs they may have as they transition back into 
society, or, in some cases, remain on duty." 

While the Legion logged many successes during 
his year as commander, challenges remain, Hill 
said. "Our position on illegal immigration can be 
summed up in two short sentences: Amnesty won't 
work. Secure our borders. It's a matter of fairness. 
We have no quarrel with those who enter the 
country legally. Those who do not have no busi- 
ness cutting in front of the line." 

He continued, "Do you know what else is a 
matter of fairness? Abolishing the disabled veter- 
ans tax. Although in the past few years Congress 
and the White House have lifted the tax for some 
military retirees, The American Legion believes 
that any veteran who has to pay this tax is one too 
many. Retired and disabled veterans deserve full 
concurrent receipt. Some were wounded in the 
battlefields. They understood the stakes. They 
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uu All who serve our country in uniform 
know that some of the reasons for 
going to war can be addressed by 
having a stronger America here. We 
promised them a future worthy of 
their sacrifice.^ 



ft 



Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif. 

For more on Pelosi's convention address: 
www. legion.org/conven tion/co verage 



advanced to the sound of the guns. We must not 
shortchange them." 

During the convention, Hill presented The 
American Legion Distinguished Service Medal to 
Boy Scouts of America. Assistant Chief Scout 
Executive James Terry accepted the award on 
behalf of BSA. Hill also presented the Patriot 
Award to Duane M. Jackson and Lance L. Orton Sr. 
- two New York City Legionnaires who helped halt 
an attempted terrorist bombing in Times Square 
earlier this year - and Army National Guard Maj. 
David Howell, who brought a young boy home 
with him from Iraq and arranged for five 



reconstructive surgeries. The child had suffered 
burns in a house fire as an infant, and his father - 
who served as an interpreter for U.S. forces - was 
later killed by insurgents. 

Department of Defense Secretary Robert Gates 
addressed convention delegates and helped present 
the Legion's Spirit of Service Awards. 

Actor, economist, filmmaker and author Ben 
Stein served as master of the opening ceremonies 
on Aug. 27, and the musical group 4TROOPS - 
four Iraq and Afghanistan veterans - brought the 
crowd to their feet with several patriotic songs. 

In keeping with tradition, donations to various 
Legion programs and funds poured in from the 
convention floor, including $160,000 for the Child 
Welfare Foundation, Children's Miracle Network, 
the National Emergency Fund and Operation 
Comfort Warriors. The Legacy Run, now in its fifth 
year, brought in more than $630,000 for the Legacy 
Scholarship Fund. The five-day, 1,400-mile pre- 
convention ride included stops in Illinois, Missouri, 
Iowa and Minnesota before finishing up in Mil- 
waukee. The ride included nearly 250 participants 
who raised college funds for the children of 
servicemembers killed on active duty on or after 
Sept. 11, 2001. 

Impressive Lineup. America's leaders went to 
Milwaukee to address the convention, including 
Defense Secretary Robert Gates. He told Legion- 
naires that mistakes made by the United States the 
first time it became involved in Afghanistan have 
helped shape the strategy for the current war. 

"I would remind everyone that this country's 
leaders, myself included, made the mistake 
20 years ago of abandoning Afghanistan to chaos, 
of believing its power vacuum did not and should 
not concern us, and that we could eliminate 
threats from a distance at little cost to ourselves," 
Gates said. "As events have shown in New York, 



KEY RESOLUTIONS OF THE 92nd NATIONAL CONVENTION 

The following are key resolutions passed at the national convention. The full text of all 
resolutions are available by contacting the National Headquarters Library at (317) 630-1200, 
e-mailing library@legion.org, or going online to www.legion.org/resolutions. 



AMERICANISM 

302 Strategy to address 
social, economic and 
population problems 
related to illegal 
immigration 



303 Encourage legislation 
establishing English as the 
official U.S. language 

308 Constitutional 
amendment to protect the 
flag of the United States 



316 Oppose flag-code 
change regarding conduct 
during hoisting, lowering or 
passing of the U.S. flag, or 
during the national anthem 



CHILDREN & YOUTH 

277 Protect children from 
unrestricted media 

284 Strengthen penalties 
to eliminate the production, 
sale and distribution 
of materials that use 
children in sexually 
explicit scenes 
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ATRULY 'GOOD GUY' 

MLB Commissioner Bud Selig receives 

The American Legion's James V. Day Award. 



Praised for his devotion to America's 
favorite pastime, as well as his efforts 
to prevent child abuse, Major League 
Baseball Commissioner Allan "Bud" 
Selig received The American Legion's 
James V. Day "Good Guy" Award at the 
Past Department Commanders' Club 
luncheon in Milwaukee. 

He praised American Legion 
Baseball, which since 1925 has been the 
organization's largest youth program 
and produced more than 50 Baseball 
Hall of Fame inductees. 

"I'm not only grateful for this honor," 
Selig said. "I'm grateful for what The 
American Legion does for baseball. 
You've made it possible for hundreds 
of thousands of players and nearly 
5,000 teams to learn these American 
values through our national pastime. 



Since the program began 85 years 
ago, more than 10 million have 
participated. That's an amazing 
number: 10 million children. 

"No organization embodies 
patriotism more than The American 
Legion. No organization loves 
America more than The American 
Legion, and I am very deeply touched 
to receive this recognition. You're the 
people who have put yourselves above 
your own selfish interests to do great 
and wonderful work - work that 
sustains our society." 

Selig has a personal connection to 
American Legion Baseball. Sixty years 
ago, his father, Ben, was involved with 
a Legion team that included Harvey 
Keen, a future MLB standout player 
and manager. 



The James V. Day "Good Guy" Award 
is named after a World War II veteran 
and prominent Legionnaire. Recent 
recipients include entertainer Dolly 
Parton, Motorsports Hall of Fame 
driver Tom Sneva, former MLB player 
Rick Monday, Sen. Jim Bunning, R-Ky., 
Sen. Daniel K. Inouye, D-Hawaii, 
and former NBA star and U.S. Naval 
Academy graduate David Robinson. 

- Steve B. Brooks 



Legion emblem rededicated in Milwaukee || 



Legionnaires, soldiers, city officials and local citizens 
rededicated The American Legion emblem at Kilbourn Park 
Reservoir in Milwaukee on Aug. 26. The 50-foot emblem was 
first created in the 1930s to memorialize the contributions of 
veterans and American Legion members to the Milwaukee 
community. Originally composed of flowers, the new 
emblem is made from concrete and multicolored glass. 

Dino Sturino, co-owner of Bella Landscaping, was hired by 
Milwaukee Water Works to build the emblem and attended 




the ceremony. His son, Paul, died of 
a gunshot wound while serving in 
Iraq with the 101st Airborne. 

Wisconsin Department Adjutant David 
Kurtz said of the ceremony, "As a young man growing up 
here, this American Legion emblem was part of my youth. 
It's an iconic symbol that's been part of our cityscape for 
about 80 years. And here, today, we're making it a 
permanent part of my hometown." 



286 Support efforts to 
immunize all children 

287 Support funding 
comprehensive health care 
for children and youth 
programs 

294 Support the rights of all 
people with intellectual 
disabilities 



CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENTS 

1 Direct payment of renewal 
dues 

ECONOMIC 

217 Support reasonable 
set-asides of federal 
procurements and 
contracts for businesses 



owned and operated by 
veterans 

319 Support enhancements 
to the Post-9/11 Gl Bill 

332 Authorize the Small 
Business Administration to 
re-establish a direct-loan 
program for veteran 
entrepreneurs 



335 Assess the effects and 
successes of the Veterans 
Employment Initiative 

FOREIGN RELATIONS 

73 Expedite POW/MIA 
recovery efforts 

79 The American Legion 
foreign-policy objectives 
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^When asked to provide our troops in harm's way with 
the resources they need, we should do so without 
delay. That means no more troop-funding bills held 
up by unrelated, extraneous domestic spending and 
pork-barrel projects. w 

House Minority Leader John Boehner, R-Ohio 



For more on Boehner's convention address: 
www. legion.org/conven tion/co verage 



® 



Washington, B.C., Pennsylvania, London, Madrid, 
Amman, Lahore, Jakarta and around the world, 
we were wrong. 

"(Gen. David) Petraeus believes, I believe and 
the president believes that we now have the right 
strategy in Afghanistan, a strategy that represents 
our best chance of achieving goals essential to the 
safety of the United States: delivering a strategic 
defeat to al-Qaeda and its extremist affiliates by 
rolling back the Taliban from their strongholds, 
building Afghan capacity to secure their own 
territory, and in so doing, denying a safe haven to 
terrorists that would attack our country once 
again. That is our objective and our strategy, and 
the only possible justification for the risks and 
sacrifices we ask of our troops/' 

VA Secretary Eric Shinseki, House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, House Minority Leader John Boeh- 
ner and U.S. Rep. Steve Buyer, R-Ind., took their 
turns at the podium. Joining them was House 
Veterans' Affairs Committee Chairman Bob Filner, 
D-Calif., who said the nation should have learned 
from mistakes it made when troops returned from 
Vietnam, and that those mistakes should not be 
repeated, regardless of the public's view of the war. 

"What is not up for debate is the care of our 



younger people or older people, when they come 
back from that war," Filner said. "They need to get 
all the care, the love, the attention, the honor that 
a nation can give. Even if we didn't know that in 
our heads, we should have seen what happened in 
Vietnam. That war was divisive. I opposed that 
war. But we should have differentiated between 
the warrior and the war. We should have wel- 
comed them home as heroes. 

"We're paying a horrible price as a nation. 
Individuals and families paid the price. You know 
that half the homeless around the United States are 
Vietnam veterans. That's 200,000. That's a national 
disgrace that we allowed that to happen. There 
have been more suicides by Vietnam vets than 
died in the original war. That's over 58,000. That is 
a terrible stain on America in that we allowed that 
to happen. You can't prevent every person from do- 
ing things to themselves that you would not want 
them to do, but you can certainly take care of the 
vast range of mental-health concerns, of physical- 
health concerns, that may have led to that suicide. 
But we didn't do it." 

Filner noted that the VA health-care budget has 
increased by 60 percent in the past four years, 
adding that the money needs to continue to go to 



INTERNAL AFFAIRS 

176 Remove bust of 
Joseph Stalin from 
the National D-Day 
Memorial 

250 Increase income-tax 
deduction for volunteer 
mileage 



272 Support Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial 
Education Center 

276 Urge a change to IRS 
rules in counting Sons of 
The American Legion 
membership at the post 
level as outlined in Section 
501(c)(19) of Title 26, 
U.S. Code 



NATIONAL SECURITY 

147 Support for concurrent 
receipt of military 
retirement and VA disability 
compensation 

246 Lower the retirement 
age of servicemembers in 
the National Guard and 
reserve components 



VETERANS AFFAIRS 
& REHABILITATION 

103 Support Medicare 
reimbursement for 
the Department of 
Veterans Affairs 

172 Support enactment 
of remaining components 
ofGI Bill of Health 
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HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU LOVE 
BEEN DIAGNOSED WITH 

MESOTHELIOMA or 
LUNG CANCER? 



Call 1-877-312-1856 

or visit www.simmonsfirm.com/AL 

for a FREE consultation. 



The Simmons firm has proudly helped thousands of individuals and families 
throughout the United States affected by asbestos-related cancers, including 
many of our nation's veterans. We have recovered millions of dollars on their 
behalf, affording them the medical care and security they deserve. Several of our 
attorneys, including founding partner John Simmons, are veterans themselves. If 
you have mesothelioma or lung cancer due to asbestos exposure, please contact 
us today for more information at 1-877-312-1856. 

We are committed to fighting mesothelioma and asbestos-related diseases both inside and outside 
the courtroom and have pledged over $15 million to cancer research and the search for a cure. 




SIMMONS 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 



ACCREDITED 
BUSINESS 



Attorney Advertisement. Simmons Browder Gianaris Angelides & Barnerd LLC. 707 Berkshire Blvd., East Alton, Illinois 62024. 
Choice of a lawyer is an important decision that shouldn't be based solely upon ads. Prior results don't guarantee a similar outcome. 



the right places. 

"I think you all know we have a 
great VA, but I think you all know 
we have a long way to go/' he said. 
"We have too many that still think 
that VA means 'veterans adver- 
sary' - a lot of those who have 
Agent Orange claims, for example. 
And our job is to make sure we are 
veterans advocates. That's the VA 
that everybody knows and respects. 

"I think we've come a long way. 
We've done some good things in the 
past few years. In the four years that 
I've been chairman, we have raised 
the VA health-care budget by 
$23 billion - unprecedented in the 
history of VA, and unprecedented 
for any other budget at this time of 
deficits in the nation. VA now has 
resources to be responsive to 
everybody. My job as chairman ... is 
to be the watchdog. To make sure 
they spend that money wisely, fairly, efficiently, 
but with responsiveness. That they spend it on 
veterans' needs." 

New National Commander Elected. Delegates 
unanimously elected Jimmie Foster - an Army and 
Marine Corps veteran and member of Spenard Post 
28 in Anchorage, Alaska - national commander for 
2010-2011. He was administered the oath of office 
by Past National Commander Daniel Ludwig of 
Minnesota. After passing the mantle of leadership, 
Hill received a plaque of appreciation and the 
commander's colors from Ronald Conley of Penn- 
sylvania and John "Jake" Comer of Massachusetts, 
two past national commanders. 

In his acceptance speech, Foster thanked del- 
egates, then asked them to join him in committing 
to serve as many veterans as possible in the 
coming Legion year. 

"My motto or slogan is the word SAVED, mean- 
ing 'Serving America's Veterans Every Day,'" Foster 
said. "I don't care how you do it, but I want you to 
ensure that you take care of our veterans in any 
way possible. It does not have to be something 
monumental. Just say, Thank you for serving our 
country.' That will work." 

Foster expressed his firm belief in the Legion's 
four pillars: national security, veterans affairs and 
rehabilitation, Americanism, and children and 
youth. He also urged Legion posts to get outfitted 
with Wi-Fi Internet access. 




Incoming National Commander Jimmie L Foster shares the stage with 
Auxiliary National President Carlene Ash worth and Sons of The American 
Legion National Commander David Dew. TomStrattman 



"You may not be interested, but some prospec- 
tive young new member may be," Foster said. He 
also urged Legionnaires to pursue Reconnect visits 
with local military installations. 

"Don't forget the reserves and National Guard 
members," Foster said. "Never before have they 
been deployed on multiple rotations as they are 
now. Make sure you invite them into The Ameri- 
can Legion and show them you care by having a 
Heroes to Hometowns function upon their return." 

Foster then called for a renewed focus on recruit- 
ing female and minority veterans into the Legion, 
and praised Legion Riders for their nonstop efforts 
in raising money for The American Legion Legacy 
Scholarship Fund. 

He vowed to keep pressure on VA to reduce the 
claims backlog: "As a former department service 
officer, you can bet I will advocate on a daily basis 
to make this happen." 

Legislative priorities for Foster include continued 
advance funding for the Department of Veterans 
Affairs and passage of the flag amendment. He 
also explained his "Lucky 7" Award membership 
program. "You have to sign up two new members 
and five renewals to attain this pin," Foster said. 
"We have a limited number of these pins, but 
I want you to force us to purchase more pins, 
because that means we are signing up more 
members in The American Legion." || 

Steve B. Brooks is multimedia editor for The 
American Legion. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 




They're not just pennies. 



Get four unique Lincoln 
Commemorative Cent rolls 
for as little as $3.99 a roll! 

In 2009, the U.S. Mint released four special cents 
to honor the 200th Anniversary of President 
Lincoln's birth. 

They celebrate his birthplace, formative years, 
professional life and presidency. 

People stood in the rain for hours to get 50-coin 
rolls.The rolls disappeared quickly, proving that 
sometimes a penny is not just a penny. 



Many Americans were left 
empty-handed. 

Until now. 

Wells Fargo 
emptied its vaults 

We bought every Lincoln Cent 
roll they had. And you save 
big— 50% off what 
others sell them for. 




Order now. Risk-free! 

You get the complete set of four 50-coin rolls, 
one each of the four different designs. That's 200 
coinsl Each one is mint red Brilliant Uncirculated — 
what collectors want. 

Best of all, your order is risk-free with our 30-day 
unconditional return privilege. Don't wait! Call toll- 
free now to get your Lincoln Commemoratives! 

Buy more and you save morel 

One 4-roll Lincoln Commemorative Set $20* 
Five Sets (1,000 coins) for only $1 7.40 a Set* Save $13 
1 2 Sets (2,400 coins) for only $1 5.96 a Set* Save $48.48 
*Plus Shipping and handling 

Toil-Free 24 hours a day 

1-888-870-7338 



Offer Code LPS147 

Please mention this code when you call. 



50$ 
PENNIES 



Oj GovMlNT.COM 

^fff,/ YOUR ONE BEST SOURCE FOR COINS WORLDWIDE 

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. LPS1 47 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 

www.GovMint.com 



Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Actual coin size is 19 mm. Note: GovMint.com is a private distributor of worldwide 
government coin issues and is not affiliated with the United States government. Facts and figures were deemed accurate as of April 2010. 
©GovMint.com, 2010 
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2070 Legacy Run brings in more than $634,000 for scholarship fund. 



Five years ago, a group of Legion Riders got together and 
came up with an idea to support The American Legion 
Legacy Scholarship Fund: to raise college funds for the 
children of U.S. servicemembers killed on active duty on or 
after 9/11, the Riders would travel across the country on a 
charity ride, collecting donations before and along the way, 
and finishing up in that year's national convention city. 

That first run - to Salt Lake City in 2006 - netted $179,000. 
But the Legacy Run, like the Riders participating, has come a 
long way. This year's ride, which started in Indianapolis and 
ended up in Milwaukee - more than 1,400 miles - brought in 
more than $634,000 for the Legacy Fund. In five runs, the 
Legion Riders have raised more than $2 million for the fund. 

"It gets better every year," said Texas Legionnaire T.J. 
Haynes, who helped plan the original Legacy Run. "A lot of 
that has to do with the participation of local people along 
the way. That support was tremendous this year." 

This year's Legacy Run brought Legionnaires and others 
out to line overpasses along the route, waving U.S. flags in 
support of the Riders and their mission. And Albert Lea, 
Minn., Post 56 put on what many Riders called the best 
welcome event they've seen since the first Legacy Run. 

Public displays of support stunned participants. 

"I really don't know how to describe it," said Jim Cowley of 
Galva, III., Post 45. "I thought that was awesome. It really 
makes you feel a sense of pride that people took the time to 
applaud you for doing this ride." 

Wayne Blawat of Big Bend, Wis., Post 406, a three-year 
Legacy Run participant, got misty-eyed when asked for his 
reaction to seeing people standing on overpasses, waving 
and cheering. "I get emotional. I feel proud," he said. "Just 
about every overpass had people on it. I think it was terrific." 

This year's ride included stops in Effingham, III.; Bethany 
and Higginsville, Mo.; Johnston, Iowa; Albert Lea, Minn.; and 
Stevens Point, Wis., before the caravan ended up at Post 537 
in Milwaukee. Along the way, random passers-by donated 
money to the riders at gas stations, restaurants and stores. 



National Commander Clarence Hill, who participated start 
to finish in this year's run, said the Legacy Fund is something 
every American can get behind. 

"On every stop, when we explained what we were doing, 
we got a donation," Hill said. "Everyone identifies with the 
need to educate our children, and they understand the 
hardships associated with doing that when a family has lost 
a parent. This cause is an easy one to support." 

That cause - providing for the children that our fallen 
servicemembers leave behind - convinces Legacy Run 
participants to give up a week of their time and spend it 
traveling across six states for young people they'll likely 
never meet. Often, they'll even use vacation time to do it. 

"I came back because of the kids," said Corey Moore, 
Legion Riders director at Fort Wayne, Ind., Post 47, enjoying 
his second Legacy Run. "Besides, where can you be with this 
many friends and ride for this great of a cause?" 

Many riders were sad to see the week end, saying the 
journey creates lifelong friendships among participants. But 
there's another feeling brought out on that final day. 

"Everyone on this ride is working for the same goal," said 
Ohio Legionnaire Grant Martin, standing in the parking lot 
of Post 537. "Everyone involved in this should feel a great 
sense of pride." 

- Steve B. Brooks 




Watch Legacy Run video: www.legion.org/legiontv, 'legion Riders'' 
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believe America is the land of opportunity, a place 
where it is OK to dream big. I also believe among us 
that there is a vibrant sense of nationhood that mocks 
the prophets of evil, doom and ruin.^ 

U.S. Rep. Steve Buyer, R-lnd. 



For more on Buyer's convention address: 
www. legion.org/conven tion/co verage 



Behind the Run 

Converse, Texas, Post 593 

is Legacy Run's biggest fundraiser. 

Since the first Legacy Run in 2006, a post in the small 
city of Converse, Texas, has donated more than $117,000 
to the Legacy Scholarship Fund, making it the ride's 
single biggest post contributor. For Post 593, a 
donation check of more than $20,000 has become an 
annual event at the national convention. 

This year's donation topped $25,000, most of which 
came from Post 593's annual Taste of Freedom. The 
July 23 event featured several local restaurants offering 
samples of their cuisine - barbecue, Asian, deli and 
desserts, among others - as well as a silent auction and 
a live auction. Items auctioned off included a grill made 
out of a motorcycle, a two-night stay in Corpus Christi, a 
pinball machine and a fiddle autographed by musician 
Charlie Daniels. 

Hundreds showed up to eat, enjoy live entertainment, 
bid on items and show their support for the Legacy 
Fund. This year's event brought in more than $16,000. 

Howard Hu is the owner of Sushihana restaurant, a 
strong supporter of Post 593's Legion Riders and a Taste 
of Freedom participant. 'They're supporting the 




Michelle Smith displays a fiddle signed by Charlie Daniels 
during Post 593's 2010 Taste of Freedom. Photo by Steve B. Brooks 

children of deceased soldiers from Afghanistan and Iraq. 
I just thought this was a good cause," Hu said. 

Brad Pierce, a past Riders director at Post 593 and 
Taste of Freedom co-chairman, said of the group's 
fundraising efforts, "This group of Legion Riders ... their 
heart is in the right place. They're committed to this, and 
we'll continue to do this. You're talking about a great 
cause that anyone can get behind. This is our way of 
trying to help out raising awareness and money for this 
cause." 

- Steve B. Brooks 



For full coverage of the 92nd National Convention: 
www. legion.org/conven tion/co verage 

WATCH video of the convention's speakers, award 
presentations, the Legacy Run, Ride 2 Recovery and more. 
SEE daily photo galleries. 

READ about Boy Scouts of America receiving the 

Distinguished Service Medal, the Michael Peterson 
and 4TROOPS concert, the Heroes to Hometowns 
job fair, the Legion's Education Symposium, the 
Spirit of Service winners, the Montagnards 
honoring the Legion, and much more. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 



$ 58 AUCTION TODAY 

World famous Amish built fireplace mantles being 'auctioned off for $ 58 to the first 559,212 bidders who call and 
beat the 7 day order deadline for the new infrared miracle heaters that drastically slash home heat bills 

Save money: uses about the same electric as a coffee maker, so turn your thermostat way down and never be cold again 



By R.K. Berry 
Universal Media Syndicate 

(UMS) - Going once, going 
twice, sold. 

Starting at precisely 
8:30am this morning, the 
world famous Amish hand 
built fireplace mantles are 
being 'auctioned off for $ 58. 

And the best news is read- 
ers don't need to be present 
to win. 

The only thing readers 
have to do is call the Toll 
Free Hotline before the 
7-day order deadline. The 
first 559,212 readers who do 
will instantly win the world 
famous Amish hand built 
Light Honey Oak fireplace 
mantles with their bid of 
$ 58. 

Then, Amish craftsmen 
carefully install the new 
infrared miracle heater into 
the mantle for you making 
the miracle heater a real 
steal at just two hundred 
eighty-eight dollars and ship- 
ping. And the first 559,212 
auction winners actually get 
the Amish built fireplace 
mantles for only $ 58. 

Getting the entire 'Amish 
fireplace' is the best way 
to slash heat bills and stay 
warm all winter long. That's 
because it rolls from room- 
to-room to keep you warm 
with zone heating so you can 
save a ton of money on your 
heat bills. 

"Since we started auction- 
ing them off for just $ 58 and 
shipping, the phones have 
been ringing off the hook," 
said Jacob Drakenbrod, 
Manager of the Amish car- 
pentry shop. 

This is all happening to 
make sure the Amish crafts- 
men have enough work in 
the carpentry shop this 
winter hand building the 
fireplace mantles that actu- 




HEADED TO THE AUCTION BLOCK: Everyone wants to stay warm and save money on 
their heat bills this winter. Amish wagons are being loaded up because today thousands of 
Amish built fireplace mantles are heading to the $ 58 auction block and will soon be delivered 
to the homes of the 559,212 lucky auction winners. Having an Amish craftsman carefully 
install the new infrared miracle heater into the mantle for you makes the miracle heater a 
real steal at just two hundred eighty-eight dollars and shipping. And the first 559,212 readers 
who beat the order deadline by calling 1-866-964-4767 are actually winning the auction to 
get the Amish built fireplace mantles for only $ 58. 



ally let the new Heat Surge 
infrared miracle heater roll 
from room-to-room so you 
can turn your thermostat 
way down and never be 
cold again. That way, every- 
one who gets them first can 
immediately start saving on 
their heat bills. 

So what's the catch? "Well, 
only the first 559,212 bidders 
who call 1-866-964-4767 to 
beat the order deadline for 
their new Heat Surge infra- 
red miracle heater and place 
their $ 58 bid are winning the 
world famous Amish built 



fireplace mantle auction," 
Drakenbrod said. 

"We're sorry, but we just 
can't afford to accept lower 
bids than that from readers 
of today's publication," he 
said. 

Just in time for bitter 
cold winter weather, port- 
able fireplaces with real 
Amish handmade mantles 
are being delivered directly 
to the doors of all winning 
bidders. 

These new infrared heat- 
ers are being called a miracle 
because they have the pat- 



ent pending Fireless Flame® 
technology that gives you 
the peaceful flicker of a real 
fire but without any flames, 
fumes, ashes or mess. They 
easily roll anywhere to throw 
off an instant heat wave in 
any room and only use about 
the same electric as a coffee 
maker. Everyone is getting 
them because all you do is 
plug them in. 

And here's the best part. 
The Heat Surge infrared 
miracle heater only uses 
about 90 an hour of electrici- 
ty on the standard setting, so 



ADVERTISEMENT 



Eh,eatsurge @ 

Fireless Flame® 

INFRARED HEAT: bringing 
home the warmth of the sun 




the potential energy savings bone soothing heat in any 
are absolutely incredible. room. You will never have to 
"You see, with your furnace be cold and miserable again," 
you are paying to heat areas he said. ■ 
of your home that you're not 
using," Drakenbrod said. 

"But the Heat Surge Roll- 
n-Glow® fireplace actually 
rolls from room-to-room so 
it's easy to stay warm in any 
room of the house for just 
pennies a day," he said. 

"We're trying to make 
sure no one gets left out, but 
you better hurry because 
we only have 559,212 Amish 
hand built fireplace mantles 
to auction off to today's 
readers for $ 58. For now, 
bidders can win two per 
household just as long as they 
call before the deadline," 
confirms Drakenbrod. 

Getting the Heat Surge 
infrared miracle heater is the 
smart way to slash winter 
heat bills and still stay warm 
all winter long. And winning 
the Amish hand built fireplace 
mantle auction for $ 58 is like 
putting two hundred fifty 
bucks in your pocket and you 
can save even more on your 
monthly heat bills. 

"When the lines are busy 
keep trying. We promise to 
get to every call. Then we'll 
have a delivery truck out to 
you in no time at all so you 
can stay warm and start 
saving on your heat bills right 
away," Drakenbrod said. 
"You'll instantly feel the 

Rolls anywhere to keep you warm for just pennies, so leave it on all day long and never be cold again 



Heats quickly and evenly while 
staying cool to the touch 

How Infrared Works: Heat Surge 
infrared technology safely heats a 
room faster and more effectively 
than typical space heaters. That's 
because it uses the same kind of heat 
energy as the sun, the far infrared 
rays of the light spectrum. Though 
invisible, this heat energy can be 
felt every day when standing in the 
sunshine. This new advanced heating 
system warms more than just the 
air, it heats objects like furniture, 
walls and people for a warm and 
comfortable home. It even comes 
with a full year limited replacement 
or money back warranty. And the 
Heat Surge infrared heater has 
received certification of Underwriters 
Laboratories coveted UL listing. OH 
and FL resident transactions require 
the remittance of applicable sales 
tax. Sorry no shipments to MA 
residents. 



How to get your Amish 
fireplace mantle for $ 58 

Readers need to call the Toll Free Hotlines beginning at 
8:30am this morning. If lines are busy keep trying, all calls 
will be answered. 

The first 559,212 bidders who call and beat the 7-day 
deadline are instantly winning the world famous Amish built 
Light Honey Oak fireplace mantles with their bid of $ 58 and 
shipping so when the auction ends, that's it. 

They are letting the first 559,212 winning bidders also have 
the miracle heaters for just two hundred eighty-eight dollars 
so they can save tons of money on heat bills 
this winter. 
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■ SAVES ON BILLS: Every 
one gets lower heat bills and 
still stays warm. The new 
Heat Surge infrared miracle 
heater only uses 9$ an hour 
of electricity, yet blasts out 
an instant heat wave in any 
room to keep you warm for 
just pennies. 



■ SAFE: The Fireless 
Flame looks so real it fools 
everyone but there is no 
real fire. So you don't have 
to worry because the flame 
window is safe to the touch. 
It's where the kids will play 
and the cat and dog will 
sleep. 



■ EASILY ROLLS ANYWHERE: 

This is the new Roll-n-Glow 
fireplace that is so portable it 
easily rolls from room-to-room 
to keep you warm everywhere. 
No flames, fumes, ashes or 
mess. All you do is plug it in 
and instantly stay warm in any 
room. 



DELIVERED FULLY AS- 
SEMBLED: Amish craftsmen 
install the new miracle heater 
into the mantle for you so it's a 
real steal at just two hundred 
eighty-eight dollars because 
auction winners actually get 
the Amish built fireplace man- 
tles for only $ 58. 



New veterans center opens in Milwaukee with help of local Legionnaires. 



Dryhootch of America, a nonprofit formed by combat 
veterans to help others returning home, officially opened its 
first veterans center in Milwaukee with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony on Aug. 27. Attending were then-National 
Commander Clarence Hill and many local Legionnaires who 
participated in the rehabilitation project, which converted a 
two-story building on Brady Street into a meeting place 
where veterans can gather together in comfort. 

Rebuilding Together, a national nonprofit group that led 
the Dryhootch effort, partnered with The American Legion 
and Sears to help make the veterans center a reality. The 
building has a coffeehouse on the first floor and several 
rooms upstairs where various support groups can meet. 

Pointing to a volunteer handing out T-shirts at the 
ceremony, Hill commented, "I like what they say: 'Helping 
veterans and their families who survived the war survive the 
peace.' That's what it's all about. It's not just up to VA to take 
care of our veterans. It's up to the rest of us to kick in 
whatever we can." 



Milwaukee has been "kicking in" since April, when 
renovation work began in earnest. 

"Months of work have finally come together in this great 
collaboration," said Lynnea Katz-Petted, executive director 
of Rebuilding Together in Greater Milwaukee. "People come 
back and they get forgotten, and that's wrong. So it's an 
honor to give them a home where they can come and get 
some peace of mind. That, to me, is the joy of all this." 

Mark Flower, an Army veteran and Dryhootch's program 
director, said, "Even though they try, our government could 
do a better job with the re-integration of veterans into our 
communities. They train us to go to war, (but) they don't 
really train us how to be civilians again ... Our hope is that we 
can help in that transition." 

Support from the Legion, Rebuilding Together, Sears and 
local Plumbers Union 75 is critical to Dryhootch's mission, he 
added. "Without them, we wouldn't have been able 
to get it done." 

- Philip M. Callaghan 




Then-Notionol 
Commander Clarence Hill 
greets Army veteran 

Nathan Hunt. TomStrattman 



"Great group therapy 7 

Ride 2 Recovery cyclists travel to convention. 

About 50 cyclists - veterans and servicemembers - arrived in Milwaukee after 
riding six days and 426 miles for Ride 2 Recovery, a national program that assists 
wounded warriors in mental and physical rehabilitation. 

"Whatever kind of injury they may have - amputations, spinal-cord injuries, brain 
injuries, PTSD - cycling helps them to recover," says John Wordin, who founded Ride 2 
Recovery in 2007 after working with the Palo Alto, Calif., VA to develop cycling programs for 
wounded veterans. "Events like this create camaraderie. It's a great group-therapy session." 

The American Legion provides support for many Ride 2 Recovery events, he added. "The 
Legion Riders provide motorcycle escorts, dinners are hosted by Legion posts, and Auxiliary 
volunteers help at rest stops. We couldn't do it without them." 
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No one can put a price on 
the treasures on your computer. 



I 2010 Fastest 

Growing 
I ITService 

Inc. 
500 




But backing them up automatically 
is just $55 a year. 



Imagine how devastated you'd feel if you were to lose 
irreplaceable files from your computer. For just pennies a day, 
Carbonite™ Online Backup will make sure that never happens. 

Carbonite automatically encrypts and saves your files to secure 
offsite data centers. It's quick and easy to set up on both PCs and 
Macs. Should anything ever happen to your computer you can easily 
restore your files. And you can securely access them anywhere- 
even from an i Phone or BlackBerry® smartphone. 

Visit carbonite.com and use offer code CB211 start your 15-day 
FREE Trial and get an additional 2 months FREE with purchase. 



Unlimited online backup 

Backs up files automatically 

Encrypts your files for privacy 

Easy setup for PCs and Macs 

Works quietly in the background 

Access your files from any 
computer, iPhone or BlackBerry® 



Try it FREE now at 
carbonite.com 

or call 1-800-821-5125 

Use offer code CB2 11 to 
start your FREE Trial and get 

2 MONTHS FREE 

upon purchase. 

©2010 Carbonite, Inc. 




carbSnite 

Back it up. Get it back 1 ." 



Act now to protect your valuable computer files. 
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Backlog Breaker 

VA Secretary Eric Shinseki pledges to control 
the decades-long problem, even with 250,000 
new Agent Orange claims about to hit 




VA Secretary Eric Shinseki isn't afraid to set 
daunting goals. Shortly after assuming his Cabinet 
seat in early 2009, he vowed to end veteran home- 
lessness within five years. A year and a half later, 
at the 92nd American Legion National Convention 
in Milwaukee, he swore that VA's legendary 
bottleneck of unresolved benefits claims will be 
controlled by 2012. 

VA will have "no claim over 125 days and a 
98-percent accuracy rate," Shinseki told thousands 
of Legionnaires. "Our average is now 160 days. 
Our goal is not to average 125 days. Our goal is no 
claim over 125 days, with 98-percent accuracy." 

The challenge is complicated by at least two 
recent developments: the recent easing of burden- 
of-proof requirements for veterans seeking VA 
benefits for service-connected post-traumatic stress 
disorder, and the addition of three diseases to 
those VA presumes were caused by exposure to the 
toxic defoliant Agent Orange during the Vietnam 
War. With some 97,000 new claims already pour- 
ing into VA every month, the Agent Orange 
decision alone is expected to add more than 
250,000. The secretary said increased staffing, an 
enhanced online-application process and the 
solicitation of best practices from staff around the 
country will help VA climb out of the backlog hole. 
"It's not just going to be faster," he said. "It's going 
to be better and more accurate." 

Following his speech, Shinseki spoke with The 
American Legion Magazine about the backlog, the 
status of noncombat military personnel still in 
Iraq, and VA's efforts to influence better veteran- 
hiring performance by federal agencies. 

Q: After VA planned to publish a new rule adding three 
diseases to the Agent Orange presumptive list, 
Congress raised questions and called for a 60-day 
review, starting Sept 1. What was your take on that? 

A: It's a fair question. When a member of Congress 
requests more detail, that's something I am eager 



to do, and happy to do. The president and I believe 
this was the right decision. These veterans have 
been waiting a long time. 

Q: In addition to cost - over $13 billion - there is also 
concern about how the new regulation will affect the 
existing VA claims backlog. How will VA handle that? 

A: We have let a contract with a well-known 
information-technology corporation to create a 
fast-tracking mechanism for Agent Orange 
(claims). We need to know that this individual was 
in Vietnam. We don't need to know when. We 
don't need to know where. We don't need to know 
for how long. We just need to know that he or she 
was in Vietnam. Those diseases (ischemic heart 
disease, Parkinson's disease and B cell leukemias) 
are validated. That's a medical call. Then the next 
call is to what degree has the disease advanced, so 
we can do a rating. This is far more simple than 
some of the other claims that are submitted today 
with eight or nine different issues with very little 
validation, in some cases. So, we think we can 
control this and fast-track it. 

Q: In addition to new claims, VA will be reconsidering 
past denials, as well? 

A: About 90,000 of them. There are another 
150,000 or so expected in new claims. 

Q: In the meantime, you set a goal of no undecided 
claim 125 days or older and 98-percent accuracy. How 
do you move that fast and still maintain quality? 

A: Well, you don't ever want to outrun your 
headlights. In order to get to that quality standard, 
you have to have tools that will allow you to 
compare and review. That's automation. As we go 
faster and have automated tools, which we are 
testing, this will allow us to find out where the 
best work is being done in the country. Why is it 
being done there? Let's migrate some of that. Right 
now, it's difficult to see it. 
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Q: Will the fast-tracking program for Agent Orange 
claims be studied as a potential model for 
management of the overall backlog? 

A: Absolutely. That (the contract to fast-track 
Agent Orange claims) is money well-invested. We 
have a finite population and a finite complexity of 
claims in the Agent Orange business. We know a 
lot about them. That will help us with what's 
possible in automation. 

Q: Last March, the burden of proof was eased for 
veterans seeking VA benefits for post-traumatic stress 
disorder. The American Legion applauded the move, 
but has concern that only a VA doctor's diagnosis can 
validate a claim. Can you explain? 
A: Maybe some day down the road, this will get 
revisited. But we are the best at PTSD, bar none. 
We know more about it than anyone. We have 
been studying it longer. We have been watching 
what DoD has been doing, and learning from it. 

You know about our suicide hotline. The value of 
the suicide hotline is that when someone calls that 
number, a (VA) mental-health professional answers 
the call. It's not just an operator. That mental- 
health professional reaches over and touches our 
electronic health record. Name, location, most 
recent visit - all the data is there. Now, we are in a 
contact mode between the mental-health profes- 
sional and someone who needs help. We have been 
running this suicide hotline for a little over two 
years. Nearly 10,000 interventions. We want to 
have access to that information. The concern is 
that if someone goes off downtown, and that 
information doesn't get back to us, we break the 
link between veteran and health-care provider. We 
want to keep that as robust as possible. 

Q: As operations in Iraq are redefined, how will that 
affect veterans whose benefits are based on combat 
exposure, such as the five-year guarantee ofVA care 
after discharge? 

A: I don't see any changes. They are serving an 
operational mission in a combat zone. The mis- 
sions may have changed. Missions change within 
an operational environment. But for the purposes 
of entitlement, they're veterans. We look forward 
to welcoming them home and also to the VA. 

Q: They are not, however, coming home to a very 
promising economy. What is VA doing to improve 
employment opportunities for veterans? 

A: It's a tough time economically. Inside VA, we 
have a Veterans First hiring and contracting 
program. We are probably 29 percent today - 



veterans in our work force - out of approximately 
300,000 employees. We intend to grow that. We 
are very consciously working on that with our 
administrators, whether it's National Cemetery 
(Administration) or the Veterans Health Adminis- 
tration. The National Cemetery Administration has 
70 percent veterans, so we are doing very, very 
well there. We just need to keep our focus. 

Also, I sit in an interagency council with (De- 
partment of Labor) Secretary Hilda Solis - she is 
the chair and I am the vice chair - to increase 
veteran hiring in the federal government. We look 
at how we are doing. I think the best right now is 
the Department of Defense. They have some 
opportunities the rest of us don't have. We are all 
working hard on this. This is the president's 
initiative. He has asked us to do this. 

I just spoke in Las Vegas to about 3,500 veteran 
business owners. We are, along with the Veterans 
First contracting effort, taking 15 of our large 
contracts and reserving seven of them for service- 
disabled veteran-owned small businesses. A lot is 
under way. The reason we are encouraging veter- 
ans to start their own businesses is because, as we 
review the history, veterans hire veterans. It's 
important to us to have small-business owners out 
there who are veterans. They will create the churn 
in the market, by hiring other veterans. It's helpful 
all the way around. 

Q: Any and all of these initiatives - from backlog 
management to hiring - depend on follow-through at 
the regional and local level. How are you are breaking 
down barriers between central office and the local VA? 

A: In the past 19 months, we have made tremen- 
dous strides toward creating a VA that is integrated, 
in which there is transparency, in which resources 
are allowed to flow to the right place and not sit 
someplace unused while someone is going without. 
That's a bit of the discussion between VHA (Veter- 
ans Health Administration) and VBA (Veterans 
Benefits Administration). VHA - the world's best 
electronic health record. VBA - paper. We are 
putting together an integration that is required. 
That's part of the culture change, this one VA. 
Dr. (Robert) Petzel, the undersecretary for health, 
just had all of his leadership in to talk about how 
there is going to be integration from his level all the 
way to the local level - 2,000 leaders of communi- 
ty-based outpatient clinics and hospitals were there 
to get to this issue (of seamlessness) between policy 
at the national level and execution. It will take us a 
little while to get there. But it's under way. 

-JeffStoffer 
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2010 award winners 




National 
Recruiter of 
the Year 
Nathaniel King 

Samuel G. Cooke 
Post267, 
Department of 
Georgia 

James V. Day "Good Guy" Award 
Allan "Bud" Selig 

National Law Enforcement Officer 
of the Year 

Capt. Michael J. LaVine 

Minneapolis Metro Transit Police 
Department 

Ralph T. O'Neill Education Trophy 

For showing the greatest activity 
in use of The American Legion School 
Medal Awards 
Department of Alaska 



Frank N. Belgrano Jr. Trophy 

For support of Boy Scouts 
Department of Iowa 

Fourth Estate Award for 
Outstanding Journalism 

Edward A.Adams 

ABA Journal 

Employer of the Year 

For companies and businesses 
dedicated to hiring veterans 

Small Business 
Millennium Security 
Services, LLC 

Roswell, Ga. 

Mid-Sized Business 
Regent Security Services Inc. 

Columbus, Ga. 
Large Business 
BNSF Railway Co. 

Fort Worth, Texas 



Local Veterans Employment 
Representative of the Year 
Kathy Y.Ford 

Denver 

O.L. Bodenhamer Trophy 

No. Tin membership at 
June 14 report 
Department of Vermont 

Outstanding Disabled Veteran 
Outreach Program Specialist 
of the Year 
Kenneth E. Kempf 

Raleigh, N.C. 

William F. Lenker National 
Service Trophy 

For best supporting and implementing 
programs to benefit veterans and 
their families 

Department of Wisconsin 




Spirit of Service Award Winners 

Army Sgt.Chelsey Billing 

Marine Sgt. Avery Washington II 

Coast Guard Petty Officer 2nd Class 

David Downham 

Navy Petty Officer 3rd Class 

Thomas Lothridge 

Air Force Staff Sgt. Edward L. 

Perez Jr. 

Consolidated Post Report Winners 
Departments of Idaho, 
Montana, Vermont, Mexico, 
Arizona, Oregon, Rhode Island, 
Wyoming, Florida 



Employer of the Disabled Award 
Wisconsin Department of 
Workforce Development 

Employer of Older Workers Award 
Allen Corp. of America Inc. 

Fairfax, Va. 

Homeless Veterans Outreach Award 
Department of Colorado 

Outstanding Local Employment 

Office of the Year 

Cumberland County Job Link Center 

Fayetteville, N.C. 



U.S. "Udie" Grant Legacy Award 

Based on combined total donations of 
Legion, Auxiliary, Eight & Forty and SAL 
to the Child Welfare Foundation 
Department of Ohio 

William Randolph Hearst 
Americanism Trophy 
Department of Wisconsin 

Garland D. Murphy Jr. Award 

Based on actual contributions received 
during the 2009-2010 American Legion 
Child Welfare Foundation year 
Department of Ohio 



Distinguished Service Medal 
Boy Scouts of America 

Oratorical Champion 

Victoria Black 

lva,S.C. 

Eagle Scout of the Year 
Joe Phillips 

Fond du Lac, Wis. 

Junior Shooting Sports 
Sporter Champion 
Hannah Black 

Yorktown, Va. 

Precision Champion 
Catherine Green 

Coventry, R.I. 

Boys Nation President 
Charles Brown 

Avon Park, Fl a. 

Legion Baseball Player of the Year 
Tyler Jacobson 

Oneida, Wis. 

The American Legion 
Patriot Award 
Maj. David Howell 
Duane M.Jackson 
Lance L. Orton Sr. 

Color Guard Contest winners 

Military Class 

Bloomfield Memorial Post 196 

Bloomheld, Ind. 

Open Class 

Eagles Elite Color Guard Unit 564 

WordenJII. 

Military Open Class 
Post 472 

Harrisburg, Texas 

Advancing/Retrieving Colors 
Post 472 

Harrisburg, Texas 

Concert Band Contest 
American Legion Band of the 
Tonawandas 

Tonawanda, N.Y. 
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Your Feet Never Had It So Good erase 



ONLY $ J 




1 RECEIVE A , 
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1 WITH EVERY ORDER 





FREE Shipping & Handling 



EVERY 



It's A Slipper! 
It's A House Shoe! 
It's An Outdoor Shoe! 



CONVERTIBLE CUFF 

flHHL Wear Up 

Or 

i 



Keeps Feet 
& Ankles 
Warm & 
Comfy! 



www.DreamProductsCatalog.com (we m b " rs OR °BMS* 1 -800-530-2689 



Keep Your Feet Warm All Winter Long 

Unlike bulky slippers that flop open 
and let cold air slip in, these incredible 
"cardigan" slippers hug your feet from 
toe to ankle so the warmth stays in 
and the cold stays out. Fabulous 
fashion import has handsome "suede- 
like" micro fiber bottom with non skid 
soles and the soft and cushy acrylic 
knit upper is specially designed to 
lock in body heat and block out cold. 
Plus, the ultra plush fleece inside 
pampers your feet like never before. 
Hurry, order today and get FREE 
Shipping & Handling! 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back 





#94797 
S Ladies 
5-6 

Qty 


#94798 
M Ladies 

Qty 


#94799 
L Ladies 
8-9 

Qty 


#94800 
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9 1 /£-10 1 / 2 

Qty 


#94801 
S Mens 
6-7 

Qty 


#94802 
M Mens 

Qty 


#94803 
L Mens 
9-10 

Qty 


#94804 
XL Mens 
10/2-12 

Qty 


Pits) Slipper Socks @ $12.97 Pr. 


$ 


CA residents must add 8.25% sales tax 


$ 


FREE Shipping & Handling 


$ FREE 


PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY | TOTAL 


$ 



□check or money order payable to: Dream Products, Inc. | Dept. 62829 J 



Charge my: □ VISA □ MasterC ard □ Discover®/NQVUS Cards 
Card# 



Expiration Date 
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City . 



_ST_ 



_Zip_ 



Dream Products, Inc. 



SEND 

°Tof R 412 DREAM LANE, VAN NUYS, CA 91496 






Roster for a new Legion year 



RUSSELL J. HENRY 

National Vice Commander - Midwest Region 
Home: Sulphur, La. 
Membership: 33 years, Post 179 
Military service: U.S. Air Force, 1951-1955 
Occupation: AT&T, retired 
Legion highlights: Post Cmdr., Dept. Exec. Cmte., Dept. Vice Cmdr., Dept. Cmdr. 
National positions: Foreign Relations Cmsn., Merchant Marine Cmte. 
Region: Arkansas, Kansas, Louisiana, Nebraska, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Texas 

JOHN M.MELLA 

National Vice Commander - Central Region 
Home: Gladwin, Mich. 
Membership: 33 years, Post 50 
Military service: U.S. Army, 1972-1975 
Occupation: Department of Veterans Affairs, retired 
Legion highlights: Post Cmdr., Dept. Vice Cmdr., Dept. Cmdr. 
National positions: Foreign Relations Cmsn. 
Region: Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, Wisconsin 

CARLOS ORRIA-MEDINA 

National Vice Commander - Southeast Region 
Home: San Juan, Puerto Rico 
Membership: 36 years, Post 9 

Military service: U.S. Army, 1965-1967; U.S. Marine Corps, 1968-1976 
Occupation: U.S. Postal Service, retired 
Legion highlights: Post Cmdr., Post Adj., Dept. Vice Cmdr., Dept. Cmdr. 
National positions: Nat'l Exec. Cmte., Alternate Nat'l Exec. Cmte., Foreign Relations Cmsn., 
Economic Cmsn., American Legion Magazine Cmsn., Foreign Relations Cncl., National & Homeland Security 
Cncl., Veterans Affairs & Rehab. Liaison Cmte. 

Region: Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, Puerto Rico, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia 

EUGENE R. PYTKA 

National Vice Commander - Northeast Region 
Home: Cumberland, R.I. 
Membership: 40 years, Post 79 
Military service: U.S. Navy, 1963-1967 
Occupation: U.S. Postal Service, retired 
Legion highlights: Post Cmdr., Post Adj., District Cmdr., Dept. Vice Cmdr., Dept. Cmdr., Dept. Adj. 
National positions: Nat'l Exec. Cmte., Alternate Nat'l Exec. Cmte., Distinguished Guests Cmte., Finance 
Cmsn., Americanism Cmsn. 

Region: Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia, France, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont 

WILLIAM F. SCHRIER 

National Vice Commander - Western Region 
Home: Sedro-Woolley, Wash. 
Membership: 25 years, Post 43 

Military service: U.S. Army, 1963-1966 and 1971-1988; U.S. Army Reserve, 1966-1971 
Occupation: U.S. Army, retired 
Legion highlights: Post Cmdr., Post Adj., Dept. Sgt.-at-Arms; District Cmdr., Dept. Vice Cmdr., 
Dept. Cmdr. 

National positions: Nat'l Exec. Cmte., Alternate Nat'l Exec. Cmte., Security Cncl., Security Cmsn., Civil 
Preparedness Cmte., Legislative Cncl., Legislative Cmsn. 

Region: Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Mexico, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, 
Philippines, Utah, Washington, Wyoming 







JAMES CHARLES FRATOLILLO 

National Historian 
^^^^^^g Home: Quincy, Mass. 

Membership: 26 years, 
Post 380 

Military service: 

U.S. Army, 1966-1968; 
U.S. Army Reserve, 
1990-1992 
Occupation: Director, Massachusetts 
Rehabilitation Commission 
Legion highlights: Post Cmdr., Dept. Exec. 
Cmte., Dept. Vice Cmdr., Dept. Historian, 
Dept. Cmdr. 

National positions: Economic Cmsn. 

REV. DANIEL JOHN SEEHAFER 

National Chaplain 

Home: Beaver Dam, Wis. 
Membership: 14 years, 
Post 157 

Military service: 

U.S. Navy, 1995-1997 
Occupation: Pastor 
Legion highlights: Post 
Cmdr., Post Adj., Dept. Chaplain 

ERNEST L.KING 

National Sergeant-at-Arms 
Home: Anchorage, 
Alaska 

Membership: 14 years, 
Post 28 

Military service: 

U.S. Army, 1969-1970 and 
1972-1987 

Occupation: Anchorage School District, 
retired 

Legion highlights: Post Cmdr., Dept. Exec. 
Cmte., Dept. Historian, Dept. Chaplain 
National positions: Military Affairs Cmte. 

JAMES L. VAN HORN 

Aide to the National Commander 
Home: Ketchikan, Alaska 
Membership: 12 years, 
Post 3 

Military service: U.S. 
Coast Guard, 1956-1977 
Occupation: U.S. Coast 
Guard, retired 
Legion highlights: Post Cmdr., Dept. Vice 
Cmdr., Dept. Cmdr., Dept. Sgt.-at-Arms, Dept. 
Chaplain. 

National positions: Nat'l Exec. Cmte., 
Alternate Nat'l Exec. Cmte., Internal Affairs 
Cmsn., Legislative Cncl., Naval Affairs Cmte. 
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LUNG CANCER 

COMPENSATION 

Veterans with lung cancer may be eligible 
for financial compensation. 

1.800.998.9729 

info@thedavidlawfirm.com 
www.lung-cancer.com 

Contact us for a FREE case evaluation. 



The David Law Firm 



"Defeating today's Goliaths" 



Handling cases nationwide with 
local co-counsel in state of filing. 

* Licensed by The Supreme Court of Texas. 



The David Law Firm, P.C., S. Bradley Cooper* I 10655 Six Pines Drive, Suite 260 I The Woodlands, TX 77380 
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American Legion member Tom Bulleit P0 ur S a smaii shot 

glass of bourbon, brings it to his nose, inhales the 
distinctive honey aroma, analyzes the amber color, 
and sips. 

He performs the same ritual several hundred 
times a year promoting the bourbon he created in 
1987. When meeting with whiskey writers or 
restaurant owners, he talks about how his unique 
Kentucky bourbon has the most rye content of all 
bourbons, how it's made from a 175-year-old 
family recipe, and why it's earned numerous 
medals in blind-tasting competitions. As he speaks 
about his beloved Bulleit Bourbon, he's composed, 
confident, and eager to sell his audience on its 
spicy bite and smooth finish. 

But when the topic of conversation drifts away 
from whiskey, out comes a different story, the 
story of a Navy corpsman who saved lives in 
Vietnam. When that happens, his posture changes. 
He remains confident and proud, but there's no 
doubt that the designation of veteran means more 
to him than being the founder of an award-win- 
ning whiskey label. 

"The thing I am most proud of in my life - other 
than being a husband and a father - is my service 
as a corpsman with the Marine Corps in Vietnam," 
he says. "Nothing comes close to that." 

Respect and Honor. One day in 1982, at the steps of 
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, a 
woman held a triangle-folded flag, while her 
husband played "Taps" on a bugle. They were 
saying goodbye to their son, who had been killed 
in action. Standing nearby was 8-year-old Hollis 
Bulleit, with her family. As she heard the bugler's 
notes, tears streamed down her young face. 

"I was thinking a lot about my dad going to 
Vietnam," she recalls. 

The Wall holds a special place for the Bulleit 
family. He campaigned to have it built and has 
spoken there twice. 

"Maya Ying Lin designed an extraordinary 
emotional experience," he says of the Legion-sup- 
ported memorial. "It was a great gift to me and 
Vietnam veterans that they would honor our 
service in such a dramatic way." 

Bulleit believes every veteran of the war should 
visit it. 

"There's no question the Vietnam Memorial is 
about healing for veterans. It's also about healing 
for those who protested the war, to see the sacri- 
fices we made," he says. "Not since the American 
Civil War were we at such odds ... The memorial is 
a reminder that soldiers are not responsible for the 
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"I remember being on top of a mountain, 
near a French bunker, and thinking, 
'How can men come to this? 
How can we so strongly believe in our 
cause that we come to this?'" 
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war, but they bear the burden of the war." 

Like most Vietnam veterans, Bulleit hasn't 
forgotten the cold shoulder that most of his fellow 
troops received upon their return. 

"I hope (today's) soldiers are not experiencing 
that and are treated with the respect and honor 
they deserve," Bulleit says. "The Vietnam Memo- 
rial is a reminder of how we didn't do it right and 
how we should do it right." 

Boy to Man. Bulleit describes his undergraduate 
years at the University of Kentucky as a time when 
he "played hard and learned little." 

After graduation, several of his friends were 
drafted. Bulleit joined the Navy and became a 
corpsman, and in 1968, he was sent to the area 
north of Da Nang with the 1st Marine Division. 

"As a corpsman, you see the up-close horror of 
war. I remember being on top of a mountain, near 
a French bunker, and thinking, 'How can men 
come to this? How can we so strongly believe in 
our cause that we come to this?'" 

He says he enjoyed the camaraderie, and greatly 
appreciated the benefits of military service, 
including the GI Bill. 

In Vietnam, Bulleit took the LSAT, a prerequisite 
for law-school applications. Initially, his section 
chief rejected the request. In time, after a few 
beers, the request was granted. 
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A single Jeep with an 
M60 gunner escorted 
Bulleit to a testing center at 
Da Nang. There, he sat 
down, placed his pistol on 
the table and took the 
exam. "I always tell people, 
'If you want to pass the 
LSAT, bring a pistol,'" 
Bulleit jokes. 

In war, Bulleit found 
a maturity he'd lacked. 
"Vietnam made me a 
man," he says. "I have no 
doubt that a combination of 
my military service and 
graduating law school 
bailed me out of that 
horrendous undergraduate 
performance with my 
mother and father." 




A Military Legacy. In the 

whiskey business, Bulleit 
Bourbon's founder has a 
sterling reputation. 

"Tom Bulleit is absolutely 
one of the kindest persons 
I've ever met," says Kevin 
Smith, vice president of 
operations and master 
distiller for Maker's 
Mark. "I hope that 
when people speak of me 
that it emulates what 
people say about 
Tom Bulleit." 

A member of the Kentucky Distillers Hall of 
Fame, Bulleit's hard work has paid off: his bour- 
bon is now available in all 50 states and many 
foreign markets. 

"His structured way of business comes from the 
military," Hollis says. "But bourbon is the third or 
fourth priority for him. Family is first. He loves his 
children so much that I think sometimes he's 
embarrassed about it." 

His family's military legacy also is important to 
him. When he prepared to ship out to Vietnam, his 
mother asked aloud, "Why is it the same families 
always fight the wars?" 

Certainly, it's in the Bulleit blood to serve the 
United States in uniform. Bulleit's father served in 
Gen. George S. Patton's 3rd Army in World War II. 
He lost an eye and suffered a penetrating shrapnel 



Tom Bulleit has been 
an American Legion member 
for decades. 
He fondly recalls how 
the Legion helped his father. 

"He was having trouble 
getting his glass eye to fit 
correctly/ Bulleit says. 
The American Legion jumped 
in, worked with VA and really 
helped him out. That was a great 
service to my father." 
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injury to his brain in a tank 
battle during the Battle of 
the Bulge. Both of Bulleit's 
uncles served in World War 
II, and his grandfather was 
an Army major, an engi- 
neer, in World War I. 

Bulleit's son, Tucker, 
recently discovered that 
a Bulleit fought one of his 
wife's ancestors during 
the Civil War at Corydon, 
Ind., the only incursion 
in the north other than 
Gettysburg. 

"Luckily, neither one 
were particularly good 
shots, or we wouldn't be 
here," he says. 

Though few Americans 
can trace their military 
lineage that far back, that 
connection to his father 
mattered most for Bulleit. 
He remembers, as a boy, 
seeing light coming from 
beneath the bathroom door 
late at night. His dad was 
inside, smoking cigarettes 
to deal with the massive 
headaches caused by 
the shrapnel. 

"But my father never 
missed a day of work," 
Bulleit says. "He was a man 
of sincere faith, a great 
southern gentleman." 
The elder Bulleit didn't tell his son the story 
of how he was injured until he was 82, two 
years before he passed away. Bulleit never 
shared his own war stories, because "the 
sacrifices he made were substantial, and I'm 
sitting here OK." 

Nevertheless, father and son shared an unspoken 
bond - the same bond, only magnified, that all 
veterans have. "My father always respected my 
military service," Bulleit says. 
His daughter, Hollis, feels the same. 
"I am so proud my father served our country," 
she says. || 

Fred Minnick is an Iraq veteran and author of 
"Camera Boy: An Army Journalist's War in Iraq" 
(Hellgate Press). 
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HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS 

Quality Tools at Ridiculously Low Prices 



FACTORY DIRECT 
TO YOU! 

How does Harbor Freight Tools sell high 
quality tools at such ridiculously low 
prices? We buy direct from the factories 
who also supply the major brands and sell 
direct to you. It's just that simple! Come 
see for yourself at one of our 330 STORES 
NATIONWIDE and use this 20% OFF 
Coupon on any of our 7,000 products, plus 
pick up a FREE 6 Piece Screwdriver Set. 
No Strings Attached, No Purchase 
Required! We stock Automotive products, 
Shop Equipment, Hand Tools, Tarps, 
Compressors, Air & Power Tools, Material 
Handling, Woodworking Tools, Welders, 
Tool Boxes, Outdoor Equipment, Generators, 
and much more. 
NOBODY BEATS OUR QUALITY, 
SERVICE AND PRICE! 




3000 LB. CAPACITY 
LIGHTWEIGHT 
ALUMINUM 
RACING JACK 



IS1E1E1IL 



LOT NO. 



33068362 
HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 

This valuable coupon Is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, 
online, or catalog). Coupon not valid on prior purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, 
sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be presented in store, or with your catalog 
-" J - 'o receive the offer. Valid through 2/16/11. 



OSCILLATING 
MULTIFUNCTION 
POWER TOOL 

$2Q99 

REG. PRICE 
$59.99 




ll 17DII 
concrete AVAILABLE IN OUR STORES! 



CUT 
METAL 



CUT 
DRYWALL 



CUT 
PLASTIC 



PLUNGE 
CUTTING 



CUT 
FLOORING 
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SAVE 

50 ^/lt This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools 
' w (retail stores, online, or catalog). Coupon not valid on prior purchases. 
1 Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be presented in store, or 
with your catalog order form or entered online in order to receive the offer. Valid through 2/16/11. 



8236Z443 
HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 



LIFETIME WARRANTY 

ON ALL HAND TOOLS! 



V We Have 10 Million Satisfied Customers 

V We Buy Factory Direct and Pass the SAVINGS on to YOU! 

V Shop & Compare Our Quality Brands Against Other National Brands 

V Thousands of People Switch to Harbor Freight Tools Every Day! 

V NO HASSLE RETURN POLICY V Family Owned & Operated 

We Will Beat Any Competitor's Price Within 1 Year Of Purchase! 



330 STORES NATIONWIDE 

Store Locator: 1-800-657-8001 



Shop Online at 

HarborFreight.com 



Saltern 




mm 

6 PIECE SCREWDRIVER SET 

ITEM 92193/47770 

PITTSBURGH 

PRICE NO PURCHASE 
$5.99 REQUIRED! 
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Carrot be used 
I visit. Coupon rot 
1 be bought, sold .. 

Freight store ir order to receive the offer, valid through 2/16/11. Limit ore per customer 



1 0568293 

/vith ary other discourt or coupor. Limit ore coupor per customer per 
valid or prior purchases. Offer good while supplies last. Coupor carrot 
or trarsferred. Origiral coupor must be preserted at your local Harbor 




Use this coupon to save 20% on any one single item purchased when you shop at a 
Harbor Freight Tools store. Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon. One coupon 
per customer. Coupon not valid on any of the following - prior purchases, gift cards, 
Inside Track Club membership or Extended Service Plans. Coupon cannot be bought, 
sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be presented in store in order to receive the 
offer. All Campbell Hausfeld products are excluded from this offer. Valid through 2/16/11. 
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Get More Coupons at HarborFreight.com/amerleg 




CENTRALPNEUMATIC 
3 GALLON 100 PSI 
OILLESS PANCAKE ' 
AIR COMPRESSOR " 

LOT NO. 95275 || 




99 



REG. 
PRICE 
$74.99 



HAUL- MASTER 5 

HEAVY DOTY 
HAND TROCK 

LOT NO. 95061 
$2Q99 



SAVE 
46% 



600 LB. 
CAPACITY 

SAVE 

40 ^ 
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98368 169 
HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 

This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or catalog). Coupon 
not valid on prior purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be presented 
in store, or with your catalog order form or entered online in order to receive the offer. Valid through 2/16/11. 



HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 

"This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight 
Tools (retail stores, online, or catalog). Coupon not valid on prior 

1 1 purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original 
coupon must be presented in store, or with your catalog order form or 

I ^entered online in order to receive the offer. Valid through 2/16/11. 
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45 WATT 
SOLAR PANEL 
KIT 

SAVE LOT NO. 

$100 90599 

REG. PRICE $249.99 

$14999 
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HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 

I This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or catalog). Coupon 
1 not valid on prior purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be presented 
in store, or with your catalog order form or entered online in order to receive the offer. Valid through 2/16/11. 




60" HARDWOOD 
WORKDENCH 

■pr/ E)~ r 

/ LOT NO. 93454 

$12999 

REG. PRICE $199.99 
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HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 

I This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or catalog). Coupon 
not valid on prior purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be presented 
■"— or with your catalog order form or entered online in order to receive the offer. Valid through 2/16/11. 



WEATHERPROOF COLOR 
SECORITY CAMERA 
WITH NIGHT VISION 

LOT NO. 95914 
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34185813 I 
HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 

This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or catalog). Coupon I 
" not valid on prior purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be presented 
in store, or with your catalog order form or entered online in order to receive the offer. Valid through 2/16/11 ^ 



46% 



1000 LB. 
CAPACITY 



i SAVE 

i 37% 



REG. 
PRICE 
$39.99 



83163638 



HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 

| This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or catalog). Coupon 



iAVE 80% TODAY - SHOP ONLINE at HarborFreight.ci 




LEGIONNAIRES: THE FIRST GENERATION 

George A. White 

Officer became first editor of American Legion Weekly. 

In January 1919, while in Paris on three days of leave, George 
White sat at a restaurant with Theodore Roosevelt Jr. and talked 
about his idea to organize a society for American veterans of the 
world war. Roosevelt shared that desire, and a month later, the two 
men gathered with 18 other officers at an informal dinner to 
discuss the matter further. A temporary committee was formed, 
and a call went out to the entire American Expeditionary Force to 
send representatives to a caucus in March. 

White, who traveled across Europe as a member of Gen. John 
Pershing's staff, succeeded in spreading word of the Paris caucus 
to U.S. combat divisions and SOS sections. Nearly 1,000 enlisted 
men and officers attended, and The American Legion was born. 
When White arrived home in June, members of the new national 
executive committee met him in New York City and asked him to 
help build the Legion in the United States. He agreed, giving up a 
planned two-month vacation. He became the first editor and 
general manager of The American Legion Weekly, drawing on his 
experience as an Oregon journalist. He also served on the National 
Executive Committee from 1920 to 1922. 

Never one to move slowly, White was a cub reporter in Salt Lake 
City by 16. He took a leave from his career as a newspaperman two 
years later to volunteer in the Spanish-American War. Between 
1899 and 1915, he served in the Utah National Guard and the 
Oregon National Guard, eventually becoming adjutant general in 
Oregon. In World War I, he served on the Western Front with both 
the 41st Division and General Headquarters of the AEF. 

In 1930, White was appointed by the president as major general 
of the line and assigned to command the 41st Division, which 
included troops from Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Montana and 
Wyoming. By 1940, he was credited with running the nation's top 
Guard division. Following large-scale maneuvers in 1941, White 
became ill, passing away at his home in Camp Clackamas, Ore., 
two weeks before the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor. 

As a tribute to the "soldier's general," Oregon's Camp White was 
completed in 1942. More than 110,000 troops trained there before it 
was deactivated in 1946 and later renamed White City. 

^^^^^ In 1954, Henrietta White 
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accepted the Distinguished 
Service Medal, the Legion's 
highest honor, on behalf of 
her late husband, saying, 
"To me, this is the most 
touching memorial, for it is 
like a father being honored 
by his own children." 

- Paul Fedorchak 
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Photo courtesy of 41st Infantry Division Association 

The dossier 

Born in Long Branch, III., 
on July 18, 1880. 

Enlisted in the Utah Artillery for 
the Spanish-American War in 1898, 
serving as a bugler. 

Served on the Mexican border as a 
cavalry captain in 1916. 

Worked as Sunday editor of the 
Portland Oregonian until 1915, 
when he became adjutant-general ■ 
of the Oregon National Guard. 

Served as the Legion's first 
national vice commander, and as 
first editor and general manager of 
The American Legion Weekly. 

Awarded France's Legion of 
Honor in 1934 for cultivating 
U.S.-French ties. 

Wrote "Attack on America," about 
the possibility of an invasion of the 
West Coast, and "The Cradle Days 
of The American Legion," which 
first appeared in serial form. 

Commanded the 41st Infantry 
Division until his death on 
Nov. 23,1941. 
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Finally, a cell phone 
that's ... a phone! 




"Well, I finally did it. I finally decided to enter the digital age and get a cell phone. My kids have been bugging me, my book group 
made fun of me, and the last straw was when my car broke down, and I was stuck by the highway for an hour before someone 
stopped to help. But when I went to the cell phone store, I almost changed my mind. The phones are so small I can't see the 
numbers, much less push the right one. They all have cameras, computers and a "global-positioning" 
something or other that's supposed to spot me from space. Goodness, all I want to do is to be able to 
talk to my grandkids! The people at the store weren't much help. They couldn't understand why 
someone wouldn't want a phone the size of a postage stamp. And the rate plans! They were 
complicated, confusing, and expensive... and the contract lasted for two years! I'd almost given 
up when a friend told me about her new Jitterbug phone. Now, I have the convenience and safety 
of being able to stay in touch. . . with a phone I can actually use." 

Questions about Jitterbug? 

Try our pre-recorded Toil-Free Hotline I -877-649-2778. 

The cell phone that's right for me. Sometimes I think the people who designed this phone 
and the rate plans had me in mind. The phone fits easily in my pocket, but it flips open and 
reaches from my mouth to my ear. The display is large and backlit, so I can actually see who is 
calling. With a push of a button I can amplify the volume, and if I don't know a number, I can 
simply push one for a friendly, helpful operator that will look it up and even dial it for me. The 

Jitterbug also reduces background noise, making the sound loud and clear. There's even a dial ^ f~ ~1 f 

tone, so I know the phone is ready to use. w L 

Affordable plans that I can understand - and no contract to sign! Unlike other cell phones, 
Jitterbug has plans that make sense. Why should I pay for minutes I'm never going to use? And 
if I do talk more than I plan, I won't find myself with no minutes like my friend who has a 
prepaid phone. Best of all, there is no contract to sign - so I'm not locked in for years at a time 
or subject to termination fees. The U.S. - based customer service is second to none, and the 
phone gets service virtually anywhere in the country. 





f Monthly Minutes 


50 


100 


200 > 


Monthly Rate 


$14.99 


$19.99 


$29.99 


Operator Assistance 


24/7 


24/7 


24/7 


911 Access 


FREE 


FREE 


FREE 


Long Distance Calls 


No add'l charge 


No add'l charge 


No add'l charge 


Voice Dial 


FREE 


FREE 


FREE 


Nationwide Coverage 


YES 


YES 


YES 


Trial Period 


30 days 


30 days 


30 days > 



Free Gift 

Order now 

and receive a 
free Car Charger. 
A $24 value! 




Available i 
Red, White 
(shown), 
and Graphite. 
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More minute plans available. Ask your Jitterbug expert for details. 

Call now and get a FREE GIFT. Try Jitterbug for 30 days and if you don't love it, just return it. Why wait, the Jitterbug 
comes ready to use right out of the box. The phone comes preprogrammed with your favorite numbers, and if you aren't 
as happy with it as I am you can return it for a refund of the purchase price. Call now, the Jitterbug product experts are 
ready to answer your questions. 

Jitterbug Cell Phone 
Call now for our NEW low price. 

Please mention promotional code 41330. 

I -877-566-2256 

www.jitterbugdirect.com | 

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION:AII rate plans require the purchase of a Jitterbug phone and a one-time set up fee of $35.00. Coverage and service is not available everywhere. There are no additional fees to 
call Jitterbug's 24-hour U.S. Based Customer Service. However, for calls to an Operator in which a service is completed, minutes will be deducted from your monthly balance equal to the length of the call and any call 
connected by the Operator, plus an additional 5 minutes. Rate plans do not include government taxes or assessment surcharges. Prices and fees are subject to change. Savings are based on marketing materials from 
nationally available cellular companies as of June, 20 1 0 (not including family share plans). The full price of the Jitterbug Phone will be refunded if it is returned within 30 days of purchase, in like-new condition, and with less 
than 30 minutes of usage. A Jitterbug Phone purchased from a retail location is subject to the return policy of that retail location. The Jitterbug phone is created together with worldwide leader Samsung. Jitterbug is a 
registered trademark of GreatCall, Inc. Samsung is a registered trademark of Samsung Electronics America, Inc. and its related entities. Copyright ©20 1 0 GreatCall, Inc. Created together with worldwide leader Samsung. 
Copyright © 20 10 by f/rstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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The following is an excerpt from Secretary of 
Defense Robert Gates' speech at the 2010 National 
Scout Jamboree at Fort A.P. Hill, Va., on July 28. 

Fifty-two years ago, when I received my Eagle, 
I was like many of you here today. I was 15 years 
old, attending high school. I wasn't a straight "A" 
student, nor was I a particularly good athlete. 
Although I was involved in school activities, 
I wasn't really a student leader. This was all true 
in college as well. And when I went to Washing- 
ton, D.C., to begin working for the CIA at age 22, 
I could fit everything I owned into the back seat 
of my car. I had no connections and I didn't 
know a soul. 

The only thing I had done in my life to that 
point that led me to think I could make a differ- 
ence, that I could be a leader, was to earn my 
Eagle Scout Badge. It was the only thing I had 
done that distinguished me from so many other 
high-school kids. It was the first thing I had done 
that told me I might be different because I had 
worked harder, was more determined, more goal- 
oriented, more persistent than most others. 
Earning my Eagle gave me the self-confidence to 
believe, for the first time in my life, that I could 
achieve whatever I set my mind to. 

I suspect that for many of you Scouts here 
today, earning your Scout ranks - up to and 
including the Eagle - this likely is the first thing 
you will have done on your own that marks you 
as someone special, someone with unique 
qualities of mind and heart. Like so many Scouts 
before you, some of you will become captains of 



industry, important businessmen. Others will 
be builders and engineers. Some may cure 
diseases. Some may design revolutionary soft- 
ware, be an astronaut. Some of you may become 
generals or admirals. You may even head the 
CIA or be the secretary of defense or president 
of a great university. But for most of you, your 
Scouting experience is the first major step 
toward the most important goal of all: becoming 
a good man, a man of integrity and decency, 
a man of moral courage, a man unafraid of 
hard work, a man of strong character - the kind 
of person who built this country and made it 
into the greatest democracy and the greatest 
economic powerhouse in the history of the 
world. A Scout is marked for life as an example 
of what a boy and man can be and should be. 
You are a role model. 

The fate of our nation in the years to come 
and, I believe, the future of the world itself, 
depends on the kind of people we modern 
Americans will prove to be - and, above all, the 
kind of citizens our young people will be. 

I believe that today, as for the past 100 years, 
there is no finer program for preparing American 
boys for citizenship and leadership than Boy 
Scouts of America. I have served eight presi- 
dents. I have traveled the world and had many 
extraordinary experiences. I have met many 
remarkable people. But I can tell you that my 
Scouting experiences, Scoutmasters, camping 
trips, Philmont adventures, the 1957 National 
Jamboree at Valley Forge and many more had a 
huge influence in shaping my life. 
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Today, more than 50 years after I was a Scout, I can 
remember the names and faces of all my Scoutmasters 
and many of the other adult volunteers. I remember 
60-year-old Oscar Lamb taking 10 of we teenagers 
to Philmont and hiking every blistered step with us. 
I remember Forrest Beckett teaching we kids in Kansas 
how to cook in winter on a fire of dried cow chips, 
imparting a distinctive flavor to already nearly inedible 
food. They and a handful of other volunteers along 
with my father - my role models as a boy - taught me 
about the Scout oath and law, about teamwork, about 
real courage, and about leadership. 

Much has changed in the 50 years since I was a 
Scout - not all of it for the better, especially for kids. 
One thing, however, that has remained the same is the 
positive influence of Scouting on boys and young men, 
and the ability of so many of you to surprise and 
inspire us with your determination, your character, 
your skills, and your moral and physical courage. 

There are in too many places too few people with 
Scouting values, people who say, "On my honor, I will 
do my best to do my duty" - and mean it. From Wall 
Street to Washington to our hometowns, in all our 
lives there are people who seek after riches or the 
many kinds of power without regard to what is right 
or true or decent. And yet, you here today, and mil- 
lions of other parents, community leaders, boys and 
Scout leaders demonstrate daily that Scouting offers an 
alternative: that a life based on principles, on personal 
integrity and honor - on Scouting values - can be 
exciting, adventurous, fulfilling and uplifting for an 
individual, for a community and for a nation. 

I am here today because I believe in the extraordi- 
nary power of Scouting to be a force for good in a 
community and in the lives of its boys and young men. 
I share with you a vision of a community of involved, 
committed adults who provide a chance for every boy 
to have friends his own age with whom he can camp 
and learn and laugh, led by caring adults who set an 
example not just of skills, but of character, of the joy of 
service and the joy of life - adults who are leaders and 
who teach boys to be leaders. 

As I look out at all of you, I see the legacy of Scout- 
ing: a new generation of worthy leaders for America in 
the 21st century. You, and millions of other young men 
and boys, will be strong leaders thanks to Scouting. 
Strong leaders of character, of faith, of skill - coura- 
geous defenders of the weak and the helpless, believers 
in the brotherhood of man. And with leaders such as 
you, America will continue to be the beacon of hope 
and decency and justice for the rest of the world. 



It really requires a historian's 
perspective in terms of what 
happens here in the long run. 

Defense Secretary Robert Gates, 

on whether the Iraq war was worth the cost 

U( *lt is precisely the kind of action 
the Taliban uses and could cause 
significant problems. 

Gen. David Petraeus, top U.S. commander 
in Afghanistan, on a Florida church's plans 
to burn Qurans on Sept. 11 

If we continue to allow the 
federal government to live beyond 
its means, we will all soon have to 
live below ours. 

Joe Miller, the Fairbanks attorney 
and Tea Party favorite who defeated 
Sen. Lisa Murkowski to become the 
Republican Senate nominee in Alaska 

We've already found all 
the baits. We will go out 
over the next few 

nights and find out *||^n> , 

their fate.*** 5 * v / 

Dan Vice, assistant state director 
of USDA Wildlife Services in Hawaii, K 
Guam and the Pacific Islands, on an 
airdrop of dead mice laced with 
Tylenol into the jungle around Naval Base Guam. 
Acetaminophen is deadly to the invasive brown 
tree snake, which was introduced to the island by 
military transports following World War II and has 
since wreaked havoc on its ecosystem. 

How are you going to get a job 
with your pants down around your 
knees? 

Rodney "Smokie" Bourgeois, 

a Baton Rouge, La., council member who 
supports a proposal for a public-awareness 
campaign against people who wear saggy pants 

The American people are acting 
like a bunch of spoiled brats. 

Washington Post columnist Eugene Robinson, 

responding to polls indicating that voters will 
put Republicans in control of the House 
of Representatives and possibly the Senate 

Sources: The Washington Post, The Hew York Times, The Wall Street Journal, CBSNews.com, AP, Stars and Stripes 
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[LEGISLATIVE] 



Foster: Veterans wrote country 'blank check' 



The American Legion understands 
the need for fiscal responsibility as the 
United States weathers a recession. But 
veterans shouldn't bear the brunt of 
cutbacks, National Commander Jimmie 
Foster told a joint session of the House 
and Senate Veterans' Affairs 
committees on Sept. 22. 

"I am here to remind the American 
people that all who put on our nation's 
uniform make a commitment and, in 
fact, sign a blank check payable to our 
country for an amount up to and 
including their very lives," Foster said. 
'The cost of war - and the obligation 
to pay for it - continues as long as a 
single veteran is still recovering from, 
or living in, his own private hell. Often 
our young veterans and their families 
must live with the effects of war for 10, 
20, even 50 years after the fighting 
ceases. When the welcome-back 
parades end and the crowds go home, 
these military families must live with 
their new reality - a reality that can 
only be measured in terms of what 
each of them personally paid to answer 
their country's call." 

During the hearing, Foster laid out 
five of the Legion's concerns regarding 
the nation's veterans: additional 
employment opportunities, the 
elimination of homelessness among 
veterans, increased access to health 
care, enhanced educational 
opportunities, and compensation and 
pension issues. 




■ Employment opportunities: 

"Veterans are trained to work, veterans 
are willing to work, and yet veterans 
have a higher unemployment rate than 
nonveterans," he said. "We must do 
something to fix this, and one place 
to start is ensuring that veterans have 
a fair shot at employment in 
government jobs." 

■ Educational opportunities: 
"Veterans who would like to continue 
their career path by attending 
vocational schools, apprenticeship 
programs, on-the-job training and 
possible flight training must use the 
Montgomery Gl Bill benefits. They will 
receive in-state tuition, not the 
housing allowance nor the books 
stipend. Instead, they receive a small 
financial payout to help them through 
this process. This discriminates against 
returning veterans and their families 
who desire to become productive 
members of the workforce in the 
shortest amount of time." 



■ Eliminating homelessness among 

veterans: "The complexity of issues 
affecting all homeless veterans - the 
extreme shortage of affordable 
housing, livable income, and access to 
health care, as well as the fact that a 
large number of displaced and at-risk 
veterans live with lingering effects of 
post-traumatic stress, substance abuse, 
and a lack of family and social support 
networks - mandates that VA have 
additional resources allocated." 

■ Equitable access to health care: 
"The American Legion feels that tying 
health-care eligibility to military- 
operation naming conventions is 
confusing and can lead to a disparity in 
treatment for veterans." For example, 
OIF/OEF veterans, regardless of income 
priority group, currently receive five 
years of VA health care for theater- 
related sickness or injury. However, as 
missions in Iraq and Afghanistan 
change, the Legion is concerned that 
returning veterans faced with the same 
threats, challenges and sacrifices will 
not be entitled to the same treatment. 

■ Compensation and pension issues: 
Foster praised VA employees for being 
dedicated to assisting veterans, but 
said the agency's issues with training 
and priorities need to be examined. He 
also said that in addition to current 
pilot programs expediting fully 
developed claims, VA should place 
greater emphasis on expediting 
original claims. 




[MEMBERSHIP] 

Commander unveils 'Lucky 7' incentive 



During the 2010-2011 membership year, 
National Commander Jimmie Foster will 
award his "Lucky 7" pin to any American 
Legion family member who signs up at 
least two new members and renews 
five current members. 

A "new member" is defined as 
any eligible veteran joining for the 
2011 membership year who was not a 
member of The American Legion during the 
2010 membership year. 

Foster's goal is to recognize those in the American Legion 
family - including the Auxiliary and Sons of The American © www.legion.org/commander/lucky7incentive 



Legion - who actively recruit new members into the nation's 
largest veterans service organization for the 2011 
membership year. To maintain the integrity of the national 
commander's pin incentive program, only one pin will be 
awarded per individual. 

Certification forms for the "Lucky 7" program can be 
downloaded online and submitted at any time. Upon 
receipt, national Membership staff will confirm the names 
and mail the pin directly to the Legion family member. 
Foster's "Lucky 7" pin incentive will end on June 30, 2011, or 
when supplies are exhausted. 
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[CAREERS] 

Tips for managing 
your online identity 

Your resume comes across 
someone's desk or, more likely, 
computer screen. Assuming that it 
piqued his or 
her interest, the 
next thing a 
recruiter or 
hiring manager 
will do is 
Google your 
name or search 
for you on 
Linkedln. 
Linkedln is the No. 1 online business 
and social-networking site and 
essential if you're a professional, 
technical, managerial or executive job 
seeker. Other sites in this category 
include Spoke, Plaxo, Ecademy, Ziggs, 
Xing, Ning, Tribe, Facebookand 
Twitter. These sites are interactive, 
encouraging you to communicate 
with others. 

Google Profiles belongs to a 
different category: online identity and 
reputation-management sites. Others 
are Zoomlnfo, Naymz and claimlD. 
These sites are static; you upload your 
profile for hiring authorities to review. 

Here are a few rules to manage 
your online identity: 

■ Be consistent. If you're an expert in 
supply chain and captured $2 million 
or more in savings, be certain that all 
of your career communications brand 
you similarly - as the supply-chain 
professional whose No. 1 expertise is 
cost reduction. 

■ The key to success in social 
networking is who you know. Join 
online communities where the people 
you want to know belong, and start 
working each network to your 
advantage. 

■ Join the "right" online groups. 

Join groups that focus on topics 
related to your professional goals. 

■ Update your profiles and online- 
identity tools frequently. Monthly or 
quarterly is best. 

Wendy Enelow is co-author of "Expert 
Resumes for Military-to-Civilian 
Transitions" and "Executive Resume 
Toolkit" www.wendyenelow.com 




Low-Mintage Quarters! 



Is your Collection Complete? 

Get this D.C. & U.S. Territories Set now! 




Struck for one year only - and never again, 
2009 Uncirculated D.C. & U.S. Territories 
quarters are among the lowest mintage since 
the 1960s, and highly desirable! 

Now the hunt is on. . . collectors are eagerly seeking 
these mint Uncirculated coins. . . and you can get 
yours - in a complete set - before they disappear. For just 
$5.95, you'll own a complete 12-coin set of Philadelphia 
and Denver quarters, and SAVE 68% off regular prices. 

Replaced by a new series! 
Statehood quarters are done, the new America's National 



Park Quarter series started this year, but in between, there 
was a series overlooked by many - the one-year D.C. & 
U.S. Territories coins! 

Don't miss out! Get FREE shipping with this 
complete Uncirculated 12-coin set, plus the new 2010 
Hot Springs quarter, absolutely FREE! You'll also 
receive our fully illustrated catalog, plus other fascinating 
selections from our Free Examination Coins- on- Approval 
Service, from which you may purchase any or none of the 
coins - return balance in 15 days - with option to cancel 
at any time. Hurry - order today! 

www.LittletonCoin.com/specials 



FREE Gift! 

Get your Uncirculated^- > ; 
2010 Hot Springs 
Quarter - first in 
new series - 
absolutely FREE! | 



[TfYes! Please send me the 12-Coin Uncirculated D.C. & U.S. Territories Quarter P&D 
Set for the special price of $5.95 - regularly $1&§5, with Free Shipping (limit 5 sets). 
Plus, send my FREE Uncirculated Hot Springs Quarter (one per customer, please). 

Method of payment: Name 

□ Check payable Please print your complete name and address cle 

to Littleton Coin Co. Address 

□ VISA □ MasterCard 



□ Discover Network 



y 



al Offer for New Customers C 

How Many Sets (limit 5): 

Total Cost at $5.95 per set: $_ 
Add a Custom P&D D.C. 
U.S. Territories Display 



Folder & SAVE 28% i 

$2.50 each (limit 5): $ 

Shipping & Handling: $_ FREE! 



ORDER DEADLINE: 12:00 M 



i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i~n 



Please send coupon to: Dfipt gwB425 

> Littleton 1 309 Mt - Eustis Rd 

1 Coin Com pany Littleton NH 03561-3737 



If you have contracted MESOTHELIOMA 
or LONG CANCER due to exposure to 




Protect your rights by calling the law firm that has achieved over 
$1 BILLION in verdicts and settlements for clients all across the USA. 



WEITZ LUXENBERG 



ASBESTOS • DRUGS/MEDICAL DEVICES • ENVIRONMENTAL • NEGLIGENCE 



700 Broadway • New York, NY 10003 
1.888.411.LAWS • www.weitzlux.com 



Prior results do not guarantee a similar 
outcome. We may associate with local 
firms in states wherein we do not 
maintain an office. 
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[HISTORY] 

'This could be a 10-hour 
miniseries' 

Legion legacy stirs filmmakers. 



History of 
The American 



A Notiorval Legocy 




HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 
Since 1919 



A new documentary tells the 
story of the Legion, from its 
founding in 1919 to today. Filmed by 
California's Blackhorse Productions, 
"History of The American Legion: A 
National Legacy" is available on 
DVD from Emblem Sales for $19.95. 
A portion of the proceeds goes to 
Legion programs. 

Co-executive producers Stephen 
Grudenic and Jason Heit recently 
spoke with The American Legion 
Magazine about the project. 



Q: What was the genesis of this documentary? 
Heit: Stephen and I had been working on military 
projects for about 10 years, and we kept hearing about 
The American Legion. Over and over, the name kept 
coming up. We started to do a little research and 
realized how fantastic the organization was. We thought 
it would make a great video. 

Q: What was the hardest part of the project? 
Heit: We're talking about an hourlong film where we're 
trying to sum up the history of an organization with all 
these great accomplishments since 1919. There was a 
tremendous amount that, unfortunately, we just 
couldn't put in. This could be a 10-hour miniseries. 

Q: How did the narrator, Neal McDonough, get involved? 
Grudenic: Neal's a personal friend. His acting career 
includes "Band of Brothers" and "Flags of Our Fathers." 
He truly has a passion for the military and its history, and 
we couldn't think of a better person to narrate this. 

Q: What are your hopes for the film? 
Grudenic: We'd definitely like this, first and foremost, to 
reach Legion members, veterans and the general public. 
I think this film breaks down how the Legion is able to 
make life better for veterans and military personnel. So 
it's a really important recruitment tool - to get them to 
join, to continue to grow, so that power is there for 
lobbying. And I think the public needs to be aware of 
the Legion - what it does and the programs it has. 

Q: What do you want to say to Legionnaires? 
Heit: I'd like to thank them for giving us the opportunity 
to tell their story. It's been an honor and a pleasure, and 
we appreciate the work that they do. 

- Laura Edwards 

To purchase Blackhorse's documentary DVD: 
© www.emblem.legion.org 6 (888) 453-4466 



[STATEMENT] 

"Training is one of the most important aspects of any plan for 
improvement in the VA at this time, especially in light of the fact that 
nearly half the VA work force has less than three years of experience on 
the job. If VA is to achieve Secretary Shinseki's stated goal of no claims 
pending longer than 125 days and an accuracy rate of 98 percent/ then 
training is going to be one of the most important tools to achieve that 
promise ....VA is building the core of its 21st-century operational 
structure in this work force and through other infrastructure means, 
such as computer technology. The time to address these training issues 
is now, at the ground-floor level, not years down the road when the 
aggregate effects of years of lackluster training and poorly targeted 
and implemented plans have done their damage/' 

Ian de Planque, deputy director, The American Legion's Veterans Affairs 
& Rehabilitation Division, testifying before the House Veterans' Affairs 
Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs on Sept. 16 



[EDUCATION] 

Hybrid classes must meet definition 
ofin-residency 



MY Gl BILL 

n 

I. Ill 

VETERANS & EDUCATION 

BY VALERIE VIGIL 



Q: / had a disturbing conversation 
with my college department head, 
who said veteran students are 
being denied benefits for online 
classes. He claims the financial- 
aid director says "everyone" is 
having this problem. But the Gl 
Bill Web site says online courses, if 
approved by the American Council 
on Education (ACE), are allowable. 
The classes in question are really a hybrid (half online, 
half in class). Have you heard of this? 

A: With the new Post-9/11 Gl Bill, at least one credit must 
be in residency to be paid the Basic Allowance for 
Housing (BAH). For instance, if you are enrolled in 12 
credits online and one credit in residency, you will get 
the BAH, as long as the one credit has the same 
enrollment dates as the online classes. 

To determine if your hybrid class meets VA's definition 
of in-residency, ask if it meets at least once every two 
weeks. Determine the total number of hours scheduled 
for each class, and multiply the number of credit hours 
awarded by the number of weeks in the term/semester. 
If the total hours of classroom instruction are equal to or 
greater than the term length, the course is in residence. 

Remember, for "in-residence" the total hours of 
classroom instruction must be equal to or greater than 
the total number of class sessions in the term. 

Valerie Vigil, a Marine Corps veteran and member of 
American Legion Post 27 in Arizona, is a past vice president 
of the National Association of Veterans' Program 
Administrators, askvalerie@legion.org 
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^$30 Value^l 

— Yours 

LFREEJ 



URGENT MESSAGE 



Emergency 
LED Flashlight 



Get the Emergency 
World Radio 

FREE 

The U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security* advises 
that every American home 
have an emergency radio. 



Every home needs an emergency radio in the event 
of hurricanes, tornadoes, earthquakes, electric power 
outages, and even terrorist attacks. 

Be Prepared in Any Circumstance 

This Dynamo Emergency World Band Radio picks 
up the full AM/FM spectrum and worldwide shortwave 
bands. Most importantly, the Dynamo Emergency 
World Band Radio includes: 

• HAND CRANK GENERATOR (IN CASE BATTERIES FAIL) 

• EMERGENCY FLASHLIGHT 

Newsmax Magazine's Incredible Offer 

Newsmax magazine wants every American family to 
have this emergency radio and we'll send it to you for 
FREE. Just pay our standard shipping and handling 
charge of $5.95. 

When you order your FREE Dynamo Emergency 
World Band Radio, you'll also receive four free issues of 
Newsmax magazine — a $20 value — yours FREE. 

Newsmax magazine brings you exclusive stories the 
major media won't report. But even they can't ignore 
Newsmax magazine — which has been cited on Meet 
the Press, CNN, Fox News, Rush Limbaugh, MSNBC, 
and many other outlets. 

Each month in Newsmax magazine you'll read 
hard-hitting investigative reports and special 




Built-in hand crank generator 
means radio operates even 
if the batteries fail! 



Important Features of the Emergency World Radio: 

• 8-Band World Receiver • Long-Range AM Receiver 

• 6 Shortwave Bands • High Sensitivity FM Band 

• High Quality 2" Speaker • Emergency LED Flashlight 
360-Degree Swiveling Telescopic Antenna 

• Can Operate on 2 AA Rechargeable Batteries 
(included) or on 2 D Batteries (not included) 



* This , 
offer 
and radio 
are not 
approved or 
endorsed 
by the federal 
government 
or Homeland 
Security. 



* 




commentaries from Dick Morris, Ben Stein, 
Kathleen Parker, George Will, John Stossel, Dr. 
Laura, David Limbaugh, Michael Reagan, and 

many others. 

Fox News commentator Dick Morris calls Newsmax 
"a must read" for every informed American. Call or 
go online today to get the Dynamo Emergency World 
Band Radio and 4 months of Newsmax magazine — 
an exceptional value — FREE. 

Special Second Bonus: Call in the next 24 hours 

and we'll also send you a free report "24 Tax Tips 
That Could Save You $10,000 or More" PLUS 6 FREE 
months of the Franklin Prosperity Report which reveals 
how to save and make money. It's all yours FREE, when 
you call today. 

Get Your FREE Emergency Radio 

PLEASE HURRY! THIS IS A LIMITED TIME OFFER — S/H $5.95 



Order Online: 

www. Newsmax.com/Radio559 
Order by Phone: ™«™- 



1-800-668-4528 



RAPID FIRE 




USCGC Aspen skims oil in the 
Gulf of Mexico as part of the federal 
government's ongoing efforts to 
combat the Deepwater Horizon 

oil spill. Coast Guard photo by Ens. Shea Winterberger 



[ENVIRONMENT] 

BP spill puts 
Coasties to test 

The massive containment and 
cleanup operation triggered by 
the BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico 
presented the Coast Guard "with 
one of its biggest challenges in its 
220-year history," Government 
Executive magazine reports. 

Not only was the Coast Guard 
ordered to coordinate the cleanup, 
containment and safety ops in the 
Gulf- requiring the deployment of 
2,000 personnel, 20 cutters and 
two dozen aircraft - but it had to 
do so at the height of the summer 
boating season. Not surprisingly, 
the Coasties rose to the occasion. 

To carry out this mission, 
Government Executive reports that 
Coast Guard Commandant Robert 
Papp put 1,500 Coast Guard 
reservists into active duty and 
called on volunteers from the 
Coast Guard Auxiliary, a force that 
includes some 30,000 personnel. In 
addition, cutters were redeployed 
outside their home regions, some 
from as far away as Oregon. Coast 
Guard units from Michigan, 
Wisconsin, New York and Ohio also 
participated in oil-spill operations. 



[ACTIVE DUTY] 



Making waves 




The U.S. Navy and allied naval 
forces across the Pacific have sent a 
message to observers in North 
Korea and China, conducting a 
number of large-scale exercises 
and war games throughout the 
region in recent months. 

The RIMPAC (short for "Rim of 
the Pacific") 2010 exercises involved 
naval and air forces from 14 
nations, including Australia, 
Canada, Japan, the Netherlands, 
Peru, South Korea, Singapore, the 
United States, Colombia, France, 
Indonesia, Chile, Malaysia and 
Thailand. In addition, military 
officials from three other nations - 
India, Brazil and New Zealand - 
chose to participate as observers. 

With the carrier USS Ronald Reagan serving as the nerve center, 34 warships and 
hundreds of aircraft took part in what Vice Adm. Richard Hunt, commander of the 
3rd Fleet, called "the largest RIMPAC that we've had." All told, 20,000 military 
personnel were involved in RIMPAC, which has been conducted annually since 1971. 

Also, Singapore hosted the CARAT ("Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training") 
2010 exercises, which involved 73 warships from the United States, Singapore, 
Bangladesh, Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines and Thailand. 

Plus, as Time reports, a trio of O/i/o-class submarines made their presence known 
in the Asia-Pacific region, as USS Michigan surfaced off the Korean peninsula, 
USS Florida near the Indian Ocean island of Diego Garcia and USS Ohio in the 
Philippines - all in the span of just a few days. And finally, the United States and 
South Korea are conducting a series of 10 naval exercises featuring USS George 
Washington in the waters around South Korea. 



Sailors from the Australian navy's guided- 
missile frigate HMAS Newcastle (FFG 06) board 
the littoral combat ship USS Freedom (LCS 1) to 
participate in RIMPAC, the world's largest 
international maritime exercise. u.s. Navy photo by u. Ed Ean y 



[FOREIGN AFFAIRS] 

Better late than never 

China is officially re-rewriting its history of the Korean 
War. After 60 years of insisting the war began when the 
United States assembled an army of 15 countries "and 
defiantly marched across the border and invaded North Korea," 
a government journal now concedes that on June 25, 1950, "the North 
Korean army marched over the 38th parallel and started the attack." 




[WAR ON TERROR] 

Choosing Gitmo 

In its ongoing - but increasingly drawn-out - effort to close the detention facility 
at Guantanamo Bay, the Obama administration had hoped to quickly repatriate six 
Algerians. But "given the choice between repatriation and incarceration," as The 
Washington Post reports, "the men chose Gitmo." 

"These men would rather stay in Guantanamo for the rest of their lives than go to 
Algeria," said one lawyer for the detainees. "That speaks volumes." 

Some of the detainees argued in federal court that a return to Algeria would end 
in torture or death. State Department reports seem to back up such claims. But a 
series of decisions by the U.S. Supreme Court sided with the Department of 
Defense, paving the way for the Algerians to be returned to their home country. 
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[TROOP SUPPORT] 



Burn Pit, country singer 
grant dying Marine's wishes 



When Brian Downard enlisted in the 
Marine Corps in July 2005, he was 23 
years old, a father and a country-music 
fan. A corporal, he deployed twice, 
once to Iraq and once to Burma. While 
in Iraq, Downard suffered a concussion 
from an IED strike while patrolling. He 
eventually left the Corps after four 
years of honorable service. 

One month after separating from 
the military, Downard discovered he 
had an aggressive strain of testicular 
cancer that had spread quickly to his 
muscles and fatty tissues. VA released 
him to enjoy his last days with his 
mother and his 7-year-old son, Jesse. 

In September, as Downard's health 
quickly declined, he had two last 
wishes: to meet his favorite musician, 
country singer Clay Walker, and to be 
buried next to his grandparents at 
Washington Park East Cemetery in 



Indianapolis. Thanks to 
The American Legion, he 
got both. 

A VA official contacted the Legion 
to see if it could arrange for Downard 
to meet Walker at a Fort Wayne, Ind., 
concert. Burn Pit blogger Mark Seavey, 
in turn, contacted Legion friend and 
country star Michael Peterson, who put 
him in contact with Walker's agent. On 
the ninth anniversary of the 9/11 
attacks that led to Downard going to 
war, he had the opportunity to see his 
favorite country artist perform and 
meet him when Walker escorted his 
family to the front row. Downard 
passed away two days later, on Sept. 13. 

With funeral expenses expected to 
top $15,000 and without sufficient 
funds to meet them, Downard's 
mother, Brenda, turned to the Legion 
for help. The Brian Downard Memorial 




Photo courtesy of Clay Walker 



HOW TO DONATE 



Donate online: 

€5 www.legion.org/ 
briandownard 

Donate by check: 

Brian Downard Memorial Fund 
P.O. Box 361625 
Indianapolis, IN 46236 

All funds will be given to 
Downard's family for the 
funeral and related expenses. 



Fund was born at the Burn Pit, and in 
just over a week, donors gave nearly 
$50,000 to cover funeral expenses and 
open a trust for Downard's son. 



OFFICIAL MILITARY VETERAN CAPS & RINGS 



Veteran Service Caps - "I Served with Pride" 

You'll be proud to wear the service cap dedicated to every veteran who served in every branch and war of our Armed Forces. 




Marines 

Also Available: 
oast Guard Ring 
& Capjn White 

Richly Embroidered Scrambled Eggs Add $4ea. (shown on brim)^ 

Military Service RiNGSi 




r\hJI V $Q95 2 FOR ONLY $17 9S 
^/IVL. J J/ 4 FOR ONLY $29 95 



Lifetime 
a Warranty 

* -J 

"Army "fj^ 

Navy 

Sugg. Retail Only 

J$*5&»- $CQ95 

Your Price: -J ^Weach free gift pouch I 



FREE 

CAP WITH 
ANY RING! 

Value of 

$9 95 




t Stripes 

Proudly Made in USA 



30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE u^sahj 



Send to: Rush industries, Inc. Dept. RC386KM 

263 Horton Highway, Mineola NY 11501 
Please Indicate style t quantity* and ring size; ^ J- 

Air Frc. Army Marines Navy ■ stripe: 

Cap (s) 

Cap(s) w/ Eggs 
i Military Service Ring 

Ring Size: » * 1 0 1 1 12 1 3 " 1 & 

For caps & rings add $3.95 S&H +$1.95 for each add'l item. 

'Add $4.00 for each cap w/ eggs (design shown on brim). 

_i Add $3,00 for Express service (5-7 business days). 

Note: For personal checks, there will be a 10 day verification delay. 
Enclosed is check or money order for % Or Charge my: 



Air Force 



Our richly crafted pure white rhodium plated rings with 1BK gold plated insignias. Perfect 
for gift giving. Your military ring will be a treasured keepsake for generations to come. 
SPECIAL: ANY 2 RINGS FOR ONLY $99 + FREE CAP! ORDER NOW! 



□ I^M | P^ 

Account #_ 

Name 

Address 

City: 



□ ■ 



Exp, Date _ 



. State. 



Zlp_ 



ORDER BY PHONE: (516)741-0346 
OR www.Rushlndustries.com/RC386KM 




MOTHER <ft 
NORMANDY , 




THE STORY OF SIMONE RENAUD 

"Mother of Normandy: The Story of Simone 
Renaud," can be ordered through American Legion 
Emblem Sales at © www.emblem.legion.org or at 
© www.motherofnormandy.com. Orders can also 
be placed by phone at 6 (310) 497-8000. 
Hardcover copies are $35 each, softcover $25. 
DVDs are $20 each. Sales help benefit The American 
Legion's Overseas Graves Decoration Trust Fund. 
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[HISTORY] 

'One family at a time' 

Simone Renaud watched in horror as misdropped U.S. 
paratroopers descended into a deadly firefight in the town 
square of Ste. Mere-Eglise, France, in the early-morning 
hours of June 6, 1944. Before the eyes of her three children, 
German forces turned their machine guns on 82nd Airborne 
Division soldiers who gave their lives to begin the Allied 
invasion that would liberate Europe 11 months later. 

Renaud, the wife of the World War II mayor of Ste. 
Mere-Eglise, would never forget that sacrifice. In the weeks 
following D-Day, she took it upon herself to care for the 
graves of some 15,000 U.S. troops who were buried in three 
temporary cemeteries in and around the town. 

When a photo of her decorating one of those graves - that 
of Gen. Theodore Roosevelt Jr., a founder of The American 
Legion - appeared in Life magazine, she was besieged with 
mail from U.S. families. They wanted to know if Renaud 
would care for their sons' graves, too. They wanted to know if 
she could take pictures of their battlefield resting places. 

Thus began a 44-year relationship between the French 
mother and thousands of U.S. families. She spent the rest of 
her life writing letters, shooting photos, organizing 
ceremonies and corresponding with those who'd lost loved 
ones at Normandy. She worked eight to 10 hours a day on a 
mission that would last until her death in 1988. 

Her story is told in a documentary film, "Mother of 
Normandy," produced by Doug Stebleton of Iron Mike 
Entertainment and co-written by Jeff Stoffer, editor of The 
American Legion Magazine. Accepted and screened at the 
2010 Gl Film Festival in Washington, the film features French 
star Leslie Caron as the voice of Simone Renaud. 

As a companion to the film, a new book titled "Mother of 
Normandy: The Story of Simone Renaud," written by Stoffer 
and designed by American Legion Magazine Art Director 
Holly Soria, has been published and is available for purchase 
through Emblem Sales, Amazon.com or by visiting www. 
motherofnormandy.com on the Web. 

Proceeds from book sales are applied to The American 
Legion's Overseas Graves Decoration Trust Fund. The fund 



provides U.S. flags, free of charge, to place at the gravesites 
of U.S. war dead buried in foreign lands, under the American 
Battle Monuments Commission's administration. 

"Simone Renaud spent her life after World War II closing 
the distance between the United States and France, 
specifically making sure the people of Normandy never 
forgot the price in blood paid by Allied forces to reclaim 
Europe from Hitler," Stoffer said. "One year after Operation 
Overlord, she arranged a parade and ceremony to 
commemorate the first anniversary of the invasion. That 
grew and grew over the years until now Normandy is an 
international illustration of the power of good over evil, with 
massive anniversary celebrations the first week of every 
June. That is Simone Renaud's legacy. And she really made 
this happen by writing intimate, heartfelt letters, one family 
at a time, for more than four decades." 



[VETERANS AFFAIRS] 

Legion wins fight on behalf of Gold Star parents 



After a decades-long campaign 
waged by The American Legion and 
sympathetic advocates, the Senate on 
Sept. 20 cleared legislation that will 
grant state veterans-home privileges 
to all Gold Star mothers and fathers. 

Since the post-Civil War era, only 
parents who had lost all their children 
in service were eligible for veterans- 
home residency. The passage by 
unanimous voice vote followed 
overwhelming passage of similar 
legislation at the end of June. 



"To lose one's child to the service of 
our country is the ultimate sacrifice a 
parent can make," said Tim Tetz, 
director of the Legion's Legislative 
Division. "We owe them much more 
than a debt of gratitude. It is 
heartening to see Congress making an 
honorable payment on that debt." 

The Legion's effort to honor all Gold 
Star parents with much-deserved care 
goes back many years. It was a special 
project of Paul Morin, who served as 
national commander in 2006-2007 and 



was superintendent of a veterans 
home in his native Massachusetts. 

The House and Senate bills were to 
be presented to a joint conference 
committee for reconciliation of any 
differences, with the final version to be 
forwarded to 
President 
Obama for his 
signature. 
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& PHLEBITIS! 



i Boost 
Circulation 

i Reduce 
Swelling 

i Fights 
Fatigue 

i Perfect 
For Long 
Bistance 
Traveling 




Gentle Graduated 

Pressure For 
Better Circulation 



Special 
FATIGUE 
FIGHTING 
Ribbed Calf 



"Pinch" 
Points Help 

Keep 
Circulation 
Flowing 






THESE SOC 



LD SAVE YOUR LIE 



www.DreamProductsCatalog.com {m SlT OR 



ORDER NOW 
TOLL-FREE 



1-800-530-2689 



BOOST BLOOD FLOW! 

Just slip on these incredible Therapeutic 
Circulation Stockings and fight the effects 
of gravity all day long. Stops blood from 
pooling in lower leg, ankle and feet. Ribbed 
calf gently "massages" leg to boost circula- 
tion, reduce swelling and fight fatigue. 
Great for those suffering from edema, 
thrombosis, phlebitis or poor circulation. 
Imported made of nylon/spandex. One size 
fits most. Hurry, order today and receive a 
FREE surprise gift with your order and get 
FREE shipping & handling when buying 3 
pairs or more. 

d or Return For Your Money Back 



(99101) 



_Prs. Lds' Circulation Stockings)® $7.97 pr. 



(99102) 



_Prs. Men's Circulation Stockings® $7.97 pr. 



CA residents must add 8.25% sales tax 



Add $4.95 Shipping & Handling Each Pair 
FREE Shipping & Handling when buying 3 or more 



TOTAL $ 



Therapeutic Circulation Stockings Dept. 63085 



□Check or money order payable to: Dream Products, Inc. 

Charge my: □ VISA □ MasterCard □ Discover®/NOVUS SM Cards 



| Expiration Date _ 



Irder Dream Products, Inc. 

To: 412 DREAM LANE, VAN NUYS, CA 91496 



City 



ST Zip 



How to submit a reunion 



The American Legion Magazine pub- 
lishes reunion notices for veterans. 
Send notices to The American Legion 
Magazine, Attn: Reunions, P.O. Box 
1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax 
(317) 630-1280, e-mail reunions@legion.org 
or submit information via our Web site, 
www.legion.org/veterans/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Listings are publicized free of charge. 

Your notice will appear on our Web site within 
a weekand will remain available online until 
the final day of your reunion. Upon submission, 
please allow three months for your reunion to 
be published in print. Due to the large number 
of reunions, The American Legion Magazine 



will publish a group's listing only once a year. 

Notices should be sent at least six months prior 
to the reunion to ensure timely publication. 

Other notices 

"In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch 
with people from your unit to plan a reunion. We 
do not publish listings that seek people for 
interviews, research purposes, military pho- 
tos or help in filing a VA claim. Listings must 
include the name of the unit from which you seek 
people, the time period and the location, as well 
as a contact name, telephone number and e-mail 
address. Send notices to The American Legion 
Magazine, Attn: "In Search Of," P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or 
e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish names of indi- 
viduals, only the name of the unit. Listings are 
published free of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life mem- 



berships by their posts. This does not include a 
member's own Paid-Up-For-Life membership. 

Notices must be submitted on official forms, 
which may be obtained by sending a self- 
addressed stamped envelope to The American 
Legion Magazine, Attn: Life Memberships, P.O. 
Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

"Comrades in Distress" listings must be 
approved by the Legion's Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your 
Legion department service officer for informa- 
tion on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a "Comrades in Distress" listing, 
send a letter to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID 
number in your response. 

"Taps" notices are published only for Legion- 
naires who served as department commanders 
or national officers. 



AIR FORCE / ARMY AIR FORCES 

91st Strat Recon Wing, 91st Strat Recon Sqdn, 

Myrtle Beach, SC, 5/5-10, Jim Bard, (410) 549-1094, 
jimbardjr@comcast.net 

ARMY 



2nd 11th Field Arty (1966-1967), Orlando, FL, 
2/11-13, Paul Fast, (859) 299-7180, plfast@yahoo. 
com; 2nd Eng Cbt Bn Assn, New Orleans, 4/17-21, 
Bob Fiedler, (607) 722-5491, rfiedler@stny.rr.com; 
2nd Inf Div, Korean War Vets Alliance, New 
Orleans, 4/17-21, Ralph Hockley, (713) 334-0271, 
rmh-2idkwva@earthlink.net; 3rd Admin Co & 
HQ Co 3rd Inf Div, TBD, New Mexico, 5/1 3-1 6, 
Gerald Campos, (471) 519-4369, gsdcampos@ 
verizon.net 

3rd Gen Dispensary (Karlsruhe, Germany), 

Mobile, AL, 3/4-5, Paul Strauser, (817) 485-4261, 
armpit2010@charter.net; 97th Sig Bn Assn, 
Rapid City, SD, 5/16-21, James Dykes, 
97sigbnsectrea@pacbell.net; 599th Armd Field 
Arty, Rapid City, SD, 5/16-20, M. Marek, (713) 
468-6520, mari9999@att.net; Officer 
Candidate School Class 8-66, Deridder, LA, 
5/1-4, Ken Simpson, (907) 252-4425, geoter37@ 
hotmail.com; Vets of the Joint Sec Area 
(Panmunjom, Korea), Orlando, FL, 5/13-14, Jim 
Mazour, jmazour@aol.com 

COAST GUARD 

CG Cbt Vets Assn, Dulles, DC, 5/4-7, Baker 
Herbert, (330) 887-5539, uscgw64@neo.rr.com 

JOINT 

Survivors of the Battle of Iwo Jima, Wichita 
Falls, TX, 2/17-20, Barbara Shatto, (940) 781-9888, 
bshattol @yahoo.com 

NAVY 



Halfbeak SS 352, Branson, MO, 5/10-14, Joe 
Hegyi, (219) 661-0715, ss352@att.net; Horace 
A. Bass DE 691/APD 124/LPR 124, Tampa, 
FL, 3/30-4/1, Douglas Hatch, (910) 269-8113, 
dahatch31 @hotmail.com; Manatee AO 58, 
Phoenix, 5/5-7, Jim Osenton, (623) 262-5738, 
jopc1170@cox.net; Soley DD 707, Nashville, TN, 
5/12-16, Harland Hamm, (701) 540-1178, lthamm@ 
yahoo.com; Wahoo SS 565/238, Branson, 
MO, 4/7-9, Tom Young, (603) 362-5781, tan k@ 
tomandshirleyyoung.com 



LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 

Post 34, FL: Harry A. Robb 
Post 219, FL: William H. Webb 
Post 245, FL: Johnathan Mogor 
Post 316, FL: James C. Sword Jr. 
Post 38, NJ: Louis A. Fallstick 
Post 53, NJ: Dorothy B. Zelenka 



Post 113, NJ: Arthur Anderson, Pamela J. Boyles, 
Richard R. Callanan, Harlan Hoffman, Robert 
Lobby, Maurice Mitchell Jr., Edward Prushinski, 
Calvin Young 

Post 115, NJ: Vincent F. Byrnes, William W. 

Graham, Herbert H. Kearns 

Post 282, NJ: Edwin G. Marshman 

Post 299, NJ: George Elias, John Freda, Augelo 

Sorice, Vincent Veneziano 

Post 579, NY: Michael Boyson 



IN SEARCH OF 

1st MP Co (Fort Riley, KS, 1971-1972), 534th 
MP Co (Fort Clayton, Canal Zone, 1972-1973), 

Greg Salverson, (307) 421-2440 
1st Recruit Bn Pit 1065 (Parris Island, SC, 

1969), Mike Foster, (207) 375-8111 
5th Army (Texas, 1950-1954), Roger F. Pleau, 

(970) 874-0651 
11th Ord Co DAS (Fort Devens, MA, 1954- 

1960), Lonas Kralik, (951) 679-3911, mslonas@ 

verizon.net 

25th Inf Div B Co Bde (South Vietnam, 1966- 

1967), Ant Street, levanstreet@yahoo.com 
82nd Abn Div 2/508th Assn (Fort Bragg, NC, 

1972-1975), Al Vittori, (262) 605-4094 
82nd Aerodrome Sqdn (WWII), Vernon Lane, 

(843) 238-2498 
97th Grp AAA Baseball Teams (Okinawa, 1951- 

1953), Brud Coombs, (845) 264-5067 
126th Co (1941), Pete Lacer, (660) 695-3650 
317th Eng Bn (Camp Eschborn, Opn Desert 

Storm & Fort Benning, GA, 1988-1993), 

Joseph Gray, (520) 682-3418, joegrayseausar@ 

msn.com 

595th Sig Co Support (Panzer Kasserne, 

Germany, 1955-1957), Kenneth Ziese, 

(219) 663-2625, jtz@ziese.net 
832nd Sig Bn (Somerville House, Brisbane, 

Australia, 1943-1944) Allen Siemers, (715) 

822-8410, plsiemers@centurytel.net 
6550th AP Sqdn (Patrick AFB, FL), Billy Gardner, 

mgsnme@yahoo.com 
6555th Aerospace Test Wing (1959-1965), 

Gilbert Arriaga, (903) 249-0595, gvarriaga@ 

yahoo.com 
7330th FTW Fire Dept (Furstenfeldbruck, 

Germany, 1953-1956), Frank Jacobs, 

(931) 728-7292 
AF Supply Personnel (Bordeaux, France, 

1959-1961), Bob Jakubiak, (920) 458-4704, 

keljak@aol.com 
Army Intercommand Softball Tournament 

Team (1946), Eddie Chrobot, (312) 245-0024 
Basic Tng Flights 219, 220 (Lackland AFB, 

TX, 1954), Johnny Wheeler, (850) 637-3918, 

corsaira7e@aol.com 
Class 32 Sect C 4, Radar School Point Loma, 

(San Diego, 1946), Robert W. Bruce, (352) 

746-0621, rwbgebqwebtv.net 
Co 363 Boot Camp (San Diego, 1962), 

Sherrie Hudson, (985) 878-2243 



Counter Mortar Radar Pit (Camp Pendleton, 
CA & Vietnam, 1968-1 972), John 
Daughenbaugh, (970) 879-1820, rockingc@ 
zirkel.us 

Diamond Head AE 19 (Far East Cruise, 
1967), John Elder, (620) 290-1080, lexicob@ 
sbcglobal.net 

HQ & SV Co 485th Eng RX Bn (APO 46, 1 951 - 
1953), C Co 43rd Armd Bn 2nd Armd Div 
(1947-1953), Ralph Younger, (316) 946-5527, 
bavaaria51@cox.net 

HQ 11th Mar Rgt OP-3 and OP Eagle 
(1967-1971) & HQ 26th Mar Rgt OP 1 -21 & 4 
(1968-1970), Bob Bobbitt, (702) 614-2752 

LSMR/LFR 515 96th Co (Great Lakes, IL, 1945- 
1970) Jim Caldwell, (864) 978-4324, jwcsr@ 
bellsouth.net 

Mar Bks (Norfolk, VA, 1970-1971), 
Michael Childs, (763) 521-5257 

Marmora IX 189 (1944-1945), Steve Fin ley, 
(815) 623-7329, sfaste@aol.com 

Pit 310 Q Co (Parris Island, SC, 1958), 
William Davis, (585) 307-4944 

Pit 393 (Parris Island, 1968), ITR H Co 
(Camp Lejeune, NC, 1968), Staging 
Bn (Camp Pendleton, CA, 1968-1969), 
Vietnamese Language School (1969), 
9th MAB Reception Ctr Trp Handler 
(Camp Hansen, Okinawa, 1969-1970), 
Edward Plumley, (864) 859-0800 

Prototype Personnel Unit HQ USAICTC 
(Fort Benning, GA, 1960-1961), 
Bill Hemingway, (813) 988-6713, bheming@ 
verizon.net 

VP 661 (Norfolk, VA, 1951-1953), Robert Davids, 
(304) 947-5234, rjdavids@frontiernet.net 

VS-62 (Key West, FL, WWII), Cleve Marshall, 
(210) 826-3952, williamcthorman@ 
yahoo.com 



TAPS 

Samuel Barney, Dept. of Ohio. Nat l Vice 
Cmdr. 2004-2005, Dept. Cmdr. 1989-1990, 
Nat'l Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 
1974-1985 and 1986-1987, Nat'l Legis. Cncl. 
Memb. 1975-1990, 1999-2000 and 2001-2009, 
Nat'l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 
1982-1983, Nat'l American Legion Magazine 
Cmsn. Memb. 1988-1992, 1993-1998 and 
2005-2010, Nat'l Sgt-at-Arms 1992-1993, 
Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Alt. Memb. 1996-1998, 
Nat'l Advisory Cmte. Alt. Memb. 1996-1998, 
Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 1998-2000, Nat'l Legis. 
Cmsn. Liasion Cmte. Memb. 1998-2000 and 
Nat'l American Legion Magazine Cmsn. Vice 
Chmn. 2000-2004. 

Harold Epley, Dept. of Indiana. Dept. Cmdr. 
1998-1999, Nat'l Distinguished Guests Cmte. 
Vice Chmn. 1988-1990 and Nat'l Foreign 
Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1990-2010. 

Henry E. Lamb Sr., Dept. of Washington. 
Dept. Cmdr. 1980-1981, Nat'l American Legion 
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ADVERTISEMENT 



% 


Special Market Opportunity 


© First Federal 


Your Expert Guide to the World's Finest Coins 





Nicholas J. Bruyer, CEO, First Federal Coin Corp. 
ANA Life Member Since 1974 



How can two $5 Gold Eagles 
have a 600% difference in value? 

If you're not interested in the answer, give this to your best friend. 



Almost everyday, very successful, very sophisticated 
business people tell us they're interested in buying 
gold. The problem is, they don't have the first notion 
of where to begin. 

Our response is always the same: there's bullion gold, 
and then there's collectible gold. We're not talking 
about bullion gold. We're talking about a special kind 
of gold that collectors climb all over themselves to get 
their hands on. 

Use our Collector's Checklist when you go shopping 
for gold. 

First on our list: collectors look for a coin that's in 
demand. And there are few gold coins that collectors 
want more than the American Gold Eagle. It was 
created during Ronald Reagan's administration. 

In real estate, value is driven by location, location, 
location. In coins, it's quality. 



This is the pinnacle of a coin's 
state of quality. It just doesn't get 
any higher. Bottom line: collectors 
often pay more for them. 



You want to buy 
collectible gold, 
but not just any 
collectible gold. 

You've paid close 
attention to our 
collector's 
checklist: Is it in 
demand? Has it 
earned the highest 
grade possible? 
Is it a First Strike? 




Our recommendation: 



For collectors, the higher a coin's grade, the higher the 
coin's value. That's number #2 on our checklist. One of 
those $5 Gold Eagles is the highest collectible grade 
possible: the absolutely flawless grade of MS70 (MS 
stands for "Mint State"). It's referred to as the 
"perfect" coin. 

Consider this: In its bullion grade, a 2001 $5 Gold Eagle 
is valued at $1 50— but a perfect grade MS70 is valued 
at $950— a staggering 600% difference* 

Of course you have to understand that the population 
of this MS70 coin is small, but it's an example of a coin 
in its finest Mint State grade. 

No. 3 on our checklist: Collectors covet First Strikes. 

If a $5 Gold American Eagle in MS70 is sizzling hot, 
what happens when it achieves the exalted status 
called First Strike™? 



A 2010 $5 Gold American Eagle MS70 First Strike. 

You'd expect to pay a premium for such a unique 
combination of quality factors. 

But we have a special opportunity for you: 

$249 each for up to 4 coins 

$239 each for 5 to 9 coins 

The best deal— $229 each for 10 coins or more! 

Hurry! This is a first come, first served offer! 

Call 1-888-201-7047 to find out how you can qualify 

for free shipping. Mention offer code: PGE129 

Call First Federal Toll-FREE today 1-888-201-7047 
to Reserve Your 2010 $5 Eagle MS70 First Strike! 

Offer Code PGE129 

Please mention this code when you call. 



Past performance is not an indicator of future performance. Prices subject to change without notice. 

Note: First Federal Coin Corp. is a private distributor of government and private coin and medallic issues and is not affiliated with the United States government. Facts and figures were deemed accurate as of August 2010. 



American Numismatic Association 
Nicholas Bruyer 
Life Member 4489 



1-888-201-7047 

www.1stfederalcoin.com/10geagle16 
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Magazine Cmsn. Memb. 1997-2000, Nat'l 
Naval Affairs Cmte. Memb. 1981-1987, Hawaii 
Dept. Cmdr. 1991-1992, Nat'l Children & Youth 
Cmsn. Memb. 1993-1994, Nat'l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 
1993-1994, Nat'l & Homeland Sec. Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1991-1993 and Sons of The American 
Legion Nat'l Vice Cmdr. 1993-1994. 
George C. Lichauer Jr., Dept. of Pennsylvania. 
Nat'l Rehab. Cmsn. Advisory Board Memb. 
1980-1981 and Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1986-1988. 

Ruddy R. Reilly, Dept. of Montana. Dept. Cmdr. 
1997-1998, Nat'l Veterans Affairs & Rehab. Cmsn. 
Memb. 1994-2010 and Nat'l Veterans Affairs & 
Rehab. Cmsn. Memb. 1993-1994. 



Theodore "Ted" Stevens, Dept. of Alaska. Nat'l 
Law & Order Cmte. Advisory Board Memb. 1968- 
1981 and Nat'l Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice 
Chmn. 1999-2010. 

Alfred F. West, Dept. of South Carolina. Nat'l 
Exec. Cmte. Alt. Memb. 1978-1980, and Nat'l & 
Homeland Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1976-1977 and 
1978-1980. 

Ronald A. Wood, Dept. of Oregon. Nat'l Rehab. 
Board Memb. 1982-1983, Nat'l Legis. Cmsn. 
Memb. 1978-1996, Nat'l Foreign Relations Cncl. 
Vice Chmn. 1996-2007, Nat'l Legis. Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1989-1990 and 1993-1994, and Nat'l Legis. 
Cncl. Memb. 1987-1988, 1993-1994, 1999-2000 
and 2001-2009. 



HOPPER 



HEARING AIDS 

UP TO 60% SAVINGS 




30-DAY 
TRIAL 

TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU BUY 

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES! 

•ALL MAKES & MODELS -TERMS ARRANGED 
•30 YRS. EXPERIENCE -ALL MAKE REPAIRS 
•CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS • 
FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL: 

1-800-323-4212 

We're the oldest, biggest and best 

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL P.O. BOX 7355, R0CKF0RD, IL61126 
Visit our Website at www.lloydhearingaid.com 
NOT AVAILABLE INWA. 



Morgan Silver Dollars 1878-1921 

Superior Quality Almost Uncirculated 

Eastern Numismatics will liquidate 4,789 Morgan Silver Dol- 
lars that were acquired from various estates over the last 3 
months. Morgan Dollars contain almost a full oz. of pure silver. 
Our AU quality coins have very sharp detail with bright mint 
luster and will be sold while our supply lasts for only $ 24.95 

30 Day Unconditional Guarantee. 

5 coins+ $ 7 P&H ... $ 131.75 10coins+ $ 9 P&H ... $ 259.50 
20coins+ $ 12P&H . $ 511.00 50 coins+ $ 20 P&H . $ 1 267.50 

Eastern Numismatics 
1-800-835-0008 

642 Franklin Ave, Garden City, New York 11530 

USCOINS.COM 

Max order 50 coins. Offer Expires 1 2/31 /201 0 



BLACKHORSE DVD NOW AVAILABLE 


To order your copy of the 
History of the American 
Legion, please visit the 
Emblem Sales website at: 
www.emblem.legion.org 







The Greatest Retirement 
Gilt Ever! under $40 



W Diameter 





Visit 

DayClocks.com 

or call 

866/329-2562 



The DayClock is a unique 
and perfect gift for the new 
retirement lifestyle. Ideal for 
RVs, vacation homes, and 
any place where one day 
Wends with another. The 
continuous moving day hand 
makes a Full revolution once 
a week, 

The DayClock. 
When the day is more 
important than the hour. 



U.S. MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 



fFREE COLOR CATALOG! 
TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062 
VETS SUPPLY LINE 
105SQ CO RD 61, #216 
MAPLE GROVE. MN 552 
WEB SITE: www,MilltaryVetsPX.c 



CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPE 



VIAGRA 

Cialis* LEVITRA 

and more quality, FDA-approved medications. 



r 



1Q* aVlAMtDK 



Se habla espanol 

IC 
m 



00 

AMEDIC.COM 



Our most 
important 
priority? 

YOU. 



day working to 
connect you 

and your family 
to all the 
benefits of 

military service. 

Visit us 
today. 

www.Military.com 



& PLEDG 




Exclusive Offer for Legion Families 

Save $2,000 or more 
on your next move! 



PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE JEWELRY 



Oire Under hdMsjh| Wiih And For 
Nation God Libert/ Justice All 




SHOW YOUR PRIDE! MADE IN USA 

I Main Street, Andovcr, NY 14806-0607 



1-800-488-6347 



SEE MORE AT www.PledgeRing.com 



'I LOVE My Adjustable Bed!" 

Sale from 
$899 Twin 




J toll free 

(800) 
551-2010 

ElectroEase.com 




P O Box A-3976 Chicago, II. 60690 

NOT AVAILABLE IN WA. 



2_Seater 




www.palmerind.com 

One hand operated 
Electric 1, 2, 3 or 4 Seaters 
Free Brochure 800 847 1304 

aaAe Palmer Industries A- lVVC e 
V^N P O Box 5707APZ 

Endicott NY 13763 ^ 

Also Pedal/Electric 1 <& 2 Seaters & 
^^andcycles^Electri^Citsfor^ 



DIGITAL HEARING 


SALE 


5 year £ OOil 95 Any size 

warranty OOu9 or style 

(t§)$249^io$499tne higher 

FREE Telephone Hearing Test 
FREE Consultation with Technician 
FREE TRIAL « FREE S&H 


NEW! 
OPEN FIT 
TECHNOLOGY 

Most Brands 

Repairs $77^ 


Hearing ONE • 1-800-249-4163 

100 Main St., Marty, SD 57361 
NOT AVAILABLE IN WA 



• HAT PINS 

</>i 

III I 
X 

o 



MEDALS • 



• FREE COLOR CATALOG 

• 2500+ Military Designs 

• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

• Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquires welcome. 



by Hoover's Mfg., Co. 

P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 
Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.com 



ARBORNE LEATHERS 

www.airborne-leathers.com 

Genuine GOAT SKIN LEATHER JACKETS 



BROWN 



Del. 
7-10 Days 



^ BROWN 

Normally $249°° 

Regs S-XXL 
Tails LT-XXLT 
(Tails add $10) 

Call TOLL FREE I Mail in your order to: 

9-5 EST M-F OR AIRBORNE LEATHERS 
* ««« «,-«... 20 Charles St. 
1-800-247-9501 Northvale, NJ 07647 



ea 

S&H 
11 per JKT. 



Alaska Cruise 

And the Canadian Rockies 
15 Days from $1899* 

Visit the last of the wilderness-like areas in North 
America all from the comfort of your deluxe motor 
coach and 5-STAR cruise ship! Departs June - 
August, 2011. Start in Calgary for your scenic six- 
day motor coach tour to Vancouver, B.C. Visit 
Calgary, Banff National Park, fabulous Lake Louise, 
take a "SnoCoach" ride over the Columbia Ice Fields, 
visit Jasper National Park, and Vancouver, B.C.; 
board your 5-STAR Holland America Line cruise. 
7-day cruise to Juneau, Skagway, Glacier Bay 
National Park, and Ketchikan. *Price per pers., dbl. occ. 
Add $299 taxes, gov't fees, service charges. Based on 
category M . Add $200 for July departures. Airfare is extra. 
YMT... Affordable fun-filled travel since 1967! 

Call for brochure 7 days a week: 
YMT Vacations 1-800-736-7300 




Buy and/or sell your home 
and receive cash back.* 



800.593.2526 



Secure a mortgage & receive 
discounts off closing costs. 



800.593.2526 



A "no hassle" move plus 
exclusive Legion discounts. 
Call for a FREE estimate! 



mmm 

northAmerican 



http://legion.myhomebenefits.com 
to learn more! 



* Certain restrictions apply. 
Call or visit website 
for details. 



Pharmaceutical Grade Without Prescription! 
(12 pills) - 100mg $49.95 
(24 pills) - 100mg $89.95 
(36 pills) - 100mg $129.95 
* Free Shipping * Discreet Packaging 
* Money Back Guarantee 
Credit Cards & Check By Phone. 

1-866-611-6891 



TOLL FREE 
Order Line 



Or Send Check or M.O. To: 
P.E. Labs, 6409 S. Western Ave. 
Oklahoma City, OK 73139-1703 

Viagra® is a registered trademark of Pfizer Inc 



order online www.pillmedica.com 




Call today for a FREE color 
catalog of over 150 eye-catching 
Classic Military Rings, plus a 
Special Report you should read 
before buying any service ring: 
1-573-221-7786 (24 hr. recorded 
message). Or write: Classic Rings, 
1209 Broadway, Dept. A-1110, 
Hannibal MO 63401. CodeA-mo 



www.ClassicRings.com 
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I had amnesia once. Maybe twice. 

AFTER A BASKETBALL GAME, the coach 
found a cell phone on the gym floor. He 
picked it up and handed it to one of the 
referees, saying, "Here's your phone/' 

"What makes you think it's mine?" the 
ref asked. 

"Easy," the coach replied. "It says you 
missed 13 calls." 

A SIGN IN AN OFFICE WINDOW read, 
"Help wanted. Must type 70 words a 
minute. Must be computer-literate and 
bilingual. Equal-opportunity employer." 

A dog was ambling down the street and saw the 
sign. He looked at it for a moment, then pulled it 
down with his mouth and walked into the man- 
ager's office. The office manager laughed and said, 
"I can't hire a dog for this job." 

The dog pointed to the line, "Equal-opportunity 
employer." So the manager said, "OK. Type this 
letter." The dog sat at the computer and a minute 
later had a finished and perfectly formatted letter. 

The manager wasn't convinced. "I still can't hire 
you for this position. You have to be bilingual." 

The dog looked up at the manager and said, 
"Meow." 

ONE AUTHOR was complaining to another about 
the neglect of his novels by the press. 

"It is a complete conspiracy of silence against 
me, a conspiracy of silence. What should I do?" 

"Join it," the other author replied. 




"Hmmm ... something's not right. I'd better take a look at your credit, 





"Look, Jim! I'm multitasking!" 

A PROFESSOR taught during the day and did 

research at night, usually taking a break about 
9 p.m. To relax, he'd log in to an online war game 
and play as part of a team. 

One night, he was paired with a veteran of the 
game, a master strategist. With him at the helm, 
the professor's team crushed opponent after 
opponent, and after six games they were still 
undefeated. At that point, the master strategist 
told the professor that he had to log off - his 
mother was making him go to bed. 
"How old are you?" he typed. 
"Twelve," he replied. "How old are you?" 
Feeling his face redden, the professor 
answered, "Eight." 

S£> "IN PORTLAND, ORE., a 7-year-old girl's 
■p0- lemonade stand was shut down by the police 
'y;y;Z because she didn't get a $120 business license. 
p£ On the bright side, by closing her business, 

she's now eligible for a $108,000 government 

bailout." - Jay Leno 
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Asbestos 
ancer Hits 
Former 
Sailors 



Many sailors who served their country proudly aboard 
ships in the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam War eras, 
are now being diagnosed with asbestos-related cancers. 



For Compensation Information: 
FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
or lung cancer, diagnosis/death, 
please contact: 

The David Law Firm 




"Defeating Today's Goliaths" 



Toll Free 1-800-998-9729 

Email: info@thedavidlawfirm.com 
www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658 

The David Law Firm, P.C. 

Jonathan David* 
10655 Six Pines Drive, #260 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
(Greater Houston Area) 

Handling cases nationwide with 
local co-counsel in state of filing. 

* Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas. 



For Medical Information: 
FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
patients, please contact: 



Mesothelioma Web 

Hope * Support * Help 



Toll Free 1-877-367-6376 

Email: info@mesotheliomaweb.org 
www.mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658 



The most comprehensive 
resource for Mesothelioma 
patients and their families. 



The David Law Firm is a Proud Sponsor of 
The American Legion "Freedom Car" 





• Warm Cotton/Polyester 
Brushed flannel lining inside! 

• Double Pre-shrunk and 
Mercerized for perfect fit! 

• 5 Pockets - 2 Flannel- 
lined front, 2 back and 
inside coin pocket 

• Full S-T-R-E-T-C-H 
waist with snap 
closure and zip fly! 

• Hefty belt loops 

WARMEST 
PANTS A GUY 
COULD BUY! 
ORDER TODAY 
AND SAVE! 




Haband #1 Bargain Place, Jessup, PA 18434-1834 Send items. 

I enclose $ purchase price plus $5.99 toward postage, in GA add sales tax. 



)S6*fr Oetlim: Haband.com 



© 7TM-01N0Y 


WHAT 
WAIST? 


WHAT 
INSEAM? 


HOW 
MANY? 


I© 7TM-1253F 


WHAT 
SIZE? 


HOW 
MANY? 


jE3 GREY HEATHER 








GH BURGUNDY PLAID 


E3ICE HOUSE BLUE 








E*E GREY PLAID 














EE] NAVY SOLID 






S2] CHARCOAL CARGO 








EH BLUE PLAID 






.[*H NAVY 








23 RUST PLAID 






D 4t&**tf " VISA 

.£* la 


D nicr u» D AMERICAN 


U 


Check 


NETWORK ^lEXPRES 1 





Card # 



Exp.: . 



I Phone/Email . 
j Mr. Mrs. Ms. 
I £lPt=| Address 

~ ill 1 1 Apt. # 

Hill State 



City. 



Zip. 



-800-543-4810 



100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of Purchase Price at Any Time! 



